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336 BATTALION REUNTON

WELCOME SIGN FOR THIRD REUNION

CHECKING IN
Group looking at a program

REGISTRATION
Betty Miller & Joyce Golec at Registration Table
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MEDICAL DETACHMENT

FPH
ENGINEER•SPECTALBRICADE

IN MEMORIAM
Joe Backes - 1924-1990

5TH ENGINEER SPECIAL BRIGADE MONUMENT
AT OMAHA BEACH
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HOSPITALITY ROOM

BENE

TIEF 
E

IN

CHARLIE PAYNE LOOKING AT BULLETIN BOARD MEMORABILIA

MIKE RUSSO & ETHEL LUNGER ED REGO GETTING "PINNED" BY TESS

=

"BARTENDER"
Carl Lunger

FUN AND GAMES
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HOSPITALITY ROOM

, V.P. HARRY KAISER BEING WELCOMED BY
GENE BRODEUR AND GEORGE WOODBRIDGE

CLEO DRAKE & RHEA ROBERTS

ANOTHER CARD GAME STERLING LIVINGSTON & SY PETTINARI
Both passed away

MIKE RUSSO & AL NAPOLI LUCKY JON MATTUCHIO BEING WELCOMED
BY BEV ACHTERBERG
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BANQUET

INVOCATION BY CARL LUNGER

GROUP DURING INVOCATION

BANQUET VIEW

90

THE LOTHSPEICHS & THE BROWNS
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BANQUET ROOM

A CONGENIAL GROUP

IVAN & MAXINE SWEATT

CLIFF KEASLING & HAROLD SARTORIUS

CARL LUNGER AND VINCE MUMM DISPLAY THE
VEHICLE PLATE TO BE GIVEN TO JOE BACKES. 336-ECB
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MEMORIAL SERVICE

READING A CO. DECEASED LIST
George Woodbridge, President

READING B CO. DECEASED LIST
Bob Munger

READING C CO. DECEASED LIST
John Mattuchio

READING H&S & MEDICS DECEASED LIST
Gene Brodeur 9

·- . 
:-i· ~~ .·:~ • ..•• 

READING A CO. DECEASED LIST 
George Woodbridge, President 

READING C CO. DECEASED LIST 
John Mattuchio 

MEMOREA.L SERVICE 

I 
READING B CO. DECEASED LIST 

Bob Munger 

READING H&S & MEDICS DECEASED LIST 
Gene Brodeur • 

9 



336th ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION

Bell, Rudolph A.
Caggiano, Anthony
Doyle, Arville R.
Flory, Donald E.
Hartkopf, Douglas
Krent, Edward
Marqez, Melcor G.
Nenadal, Edwin J.
Puls, Donald H.
Scufsa, Rudolph J
Stancola, Joseph J.

TAPS

H & S Company

Bogardus, Walter F.
Davis, Leonard E
Fairgrieves, Floyd
Giles, Jay
Heater, FloyaL.
Korchun, Walter
Maynard, Wallace J
Newhouse, Earl M.
Quinn, Walter C.
Shaw, Howard, Jr.
Wallace, J.C.

Brady, Francis
Dean, Ramon D.
Foster, Elva
Hanson, Oscar
Hunter, Robert F.
Luciano, Michael A
Mezzanotte, Pasquale T.
Palumbo, Joseph A.
Russell, Edward C.
Snow, James F.
Swartz, William R

Baranowsky, Anthony J.
Kovachik, John
Smulick, Alexander

Medical Detachment

DeLong, Harold E.
Meekins, Isaac C.
Smulick, Nicholas

Dennis, Earl W.
Mugavero, Anthony J.
Weber, Robert G.

Alves, Pierre
Beltz, Walter E
Cole, Howard
Cupp, Fred L.
Donaldson, Merl J.
Finley, Macon L.
Gronvold, Theodore C.
Johnson, Ivan
Lori, Clement J.
Nowak, Leonard J.
Owen, Carlton A.
Plantenberg, Clarence J.
Reese, Robert S.
Sanborn, Herbert J.
Simone, Maurice P.
Tardy, Frederick A.
Vigus, William R.
Walker, James A.
Athas, Pete

"A" Company
Anderson, Thomas A.
Beumers, Ludwig
Commesso, Vincent J.
Dalke, Ervine H.
Eckhardt, Robert W.
George Harold R.
Hattrup, Delbert H.
Juralewicz, Alexander E.
McDermott, Mathew A.
Oliva, Saro
Perron, Rene W.
Prunest, Roy
Rogers, George E: :
Seall, Paul H.
Sobel, John
Torres, Mingo A.
Waite, James
Wilcox, Henry L.
Backes, Joseph G.

Bair, George J.
Calimeris, Angelo H.
Cravens, Charles R.
Desveaux, Bernard E.
Erwin, James, Jr.
Gostyla, Albert F.
Hriniak, Andrew
Lee, William J.
Miller, Ben
O'Neil, William A.
Peterson, Walter
Rydelski, Stanley J.
Samuels, Albert
Shafer, Everett
Staples, Marvin L.
Vargo, Charles F.
Walden, L.G.
Zyszkiewicz, Leo
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336th ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION

TAPS

"B" Company

Adamus, John Anderson Edward M. Annino, Louis J.
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Morningstar, Donald L. Noel, Earl G. Pangle, Leroy
Phelps, Henry C. Protko, Joseph R. Shipitz, Michael
Sullo, John Wheeler, Jack W. Smith, Joseph W.
Johnston, Kenneth E

"C" Company

Baptiste, Rento Bangardt, Edward Barkau, Leonard
Bergquist, Byron J. Bourgeois, Francis A. Braun, Darrel C.
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336th ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION
1990 Reunion Attendees

"A" Company

Rene & Eleanor Denelle
Harold & Laura Dull
Steve Greenday
Dick & Rosalie Higgins
Earl & Betty Knasel
Gordon & Kathryn Lee
Larry & Virginia Lothspeich
Bill & Martha Mallory
Frank & Stella Matulis
Bob & Ann Meehan
John & Sandra Meridith
Charlie & Dottie Mitzel
Al & Lisa Monfreda
Harold & Frances Newburry
Charlie & Lenore Paine
Tony & Catherine Paolette
Pete Patryna & Cheryl Suda
Francis Paquette
Ed & Merle Rolland
Nick & Claudia Sabatino
Vince Schlotterbeck
Walter & Mary Smith
Ivan & Maxine Sweatt
Lionel & Rose Theriault
Gene & Mildred Thompson
Fred Welch

"B" Company

Jim Cosgrove-
Bill & Rosemary Cullen
Ervin & Cleo Drake
Mel & Wanda FlemingStan & Fran Kokoszka
Jim & Betty McLaughlin
Sylvio & Julie Morin
Bob Munger & Mickey Murphey
Edwin & Tess Rego
Ed & Rhea Robert

"C" Company

Fred & Beverly AchterbergHarry & Beverly Kaiser
Cliff Keasling
Sterling Livingston
Bill Marshall
John & Rena Mattuchio
Earl & Betty Metz:
Sylvester & Alvera Pettinari
Jim & Mary Sakezles
Harold Sartorius
Bob & Dot Struthers
George Zaffle

H & S Company

Gene & Dottie Brodeur
Cy & Lola Chimenti
Bud Clark
Lee & Dottie Dauzat
Fran & Gladys Gustina
Ed & Isabelle Harrington
Larry & Evelyn Jones
Leo Kiggins
John & Sarah Loperfido
Carl & Ethel LungerHarold & Betty Miller:
Vince & Germaine Mumm
Frank J. Nix
Mike Russo & Joyce Golec
Otto & Ruth Vokoun
George & Marion Woodbridge

MED. DET.

James & Eva Brown
Ralph & Paula Eike
Steve & Anna Jürinko
Alphonso & Peggy Napoli

12
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Acterberg, Fred & Beverly

Blood, John

Brodeur, Gene & Dotty

Brown Jr., James & Eva

Chimenti, Cyro & Lola

Clark, Bud

Cosgrove, James

Cullen Jr., William & Rosemary

Dauzat, Lee & Gladys

Denelle, Rene & Eleanor

Dull, Harold & Laura

Eike, Ralph & Paula
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Fleming, Mel & Wanda
Greenday, Stephen

Gustina, Francis & Gladys

Harrington, Edmond & Isabelle

Higgins, Richard & Rosalie

Jones, Lawrence & Evelyn

Jurinko, Stephen & Anna

Kaiser Jr., Harry & Beverly

Keasling, Clifford

Kiggins, Leo D.

Knasel, Earl & Betty

Kokoszka, Stan & Fran

14
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Lee, Gordon & Kathryn

Livingston, Sterling

Loperfido, John & Sarah

Lothspeich, Larry & Virginia

Lunger, Carl & Ethel

Mallory, William & Martha

Marshall Jr., William & Pauline

Mattuchio, John & Rena

Matulis, Frank & Stella

Meehan, Robert & Anna

Meredith, John & Sandra

Metz, Earl & Betty

15

.~ 

' ' ...... ~ ~ #r • :,' I • 
• I , 

Lee, Gordon & Kathryn 

Livingston, Sterling 

Loperfido, John & Sarah 

Lothspeich, Larry & Virginia 

Lunger, Carl & Ethel' .. '. •. •• •. 

Mallory, William & Martha,- • '· 

Marshall Jr., William & Pauline 

Mattuchio, John & Rena 

Matulis, Frank & Stella 

Meehan, Robert & Anna 

Meredith, John & Sandra 

Metz, Earl & Betty 

15 



Miller, Harold & Betty
Mitzel, Charles & Dorothy
Monfreda, Albert & Elizabeth

Morin, Sylvio & Julie

Morrison, Hal

Mumm, Vincent & Germaine

Munger, Robert & Michele
Murphy

Napoli, Alphonso & Margaret

Newburry, Harold & Frances

Paine, Charlie & Lenore

Paoletti, Tony & Catherine

Paquett, Francis
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Patryna, Pete & Cheryl Suda

Pettinari, Sylvester & Alvera

Rego, Edwin & Tess

Robert, Edward & Rhea

Rolland, Edgar & Merle

Russo, Michael & Joyce Golec

Sakezles, James & Mary

Sartorius, Harold

Sabatino, Nicholas & Claudia

Schlotterbeck, Vince

Smith, Walter & Mary

Struthers, Robert & Dorothy
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Sweatt, Ivan & Maxine
Theriault, Lionel
Thompson, Gene & Mildred

Vokoun, Otto & Ruth
Welch, Fred
Woodbridge, George & Marian

Zaffle, George T.
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Adamczyk, Stanley

Eaton, Vance

Goins, Milton & Phyllis

Jeffrey, Walter C.

Justice, Olive & Lovada

Lockhart, Grant & Ruth

Masten, Frank

Riccadonna, Fred & Angeline
Sanford, Robert

Tuttle, Enos
Luke, Bill & Adelene
Byron, Ruyle & Joe Backes
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5 September 1928

25 July 1942

7 April 1943

April/October 1943

21 October 1943

November 43/May 44
6 June 1944

June 44/May 45

May/November 45
4 December 1945

The 336th History

Activated in the Organized Reserve as the 336th Engineer Regiment
(General Service).
Federally activated at Camp (now Fort) Rucker, Alabama. Staffed with 32
2nd Lts. who were commissioned 22 July 42 from A & L Companies of the
8th Engineer OCS class at Fort Belvoir, VA; regular Army officers; reserve
officers called to active duty; enlisted cadre from various units throughout
the US and other enlisted personnel direct from reception centers, mainly
from the New England states and the upper midwest states. Basic, unit &
specialist training was conducted within the regiment until the regiment
was deactivated 7 April 1943

Hqs & Hqs & Service Co. of the regiment was designated Hqs Co. 1119th
Engineer Combat Group. The 1st Battalion was designated the 336th
Engineer Combat Bn. & the 2nd Bn. was designated the 234th Engr.
Combat Bn.
Amphibious training at Fort Pierce, Florida & the Chesapeake Bay with
mountain climbing training at Seneca Rock, W.

Staged at Camp Miles Standish, MA. Departed Boston Port of Debarkation
Aboard the USS Shawnee. Landed Cardiff, Wales 2 November and went
into tent Camp Myndd Lliw, Pontardulaes, Wales.

Continued training along the Bristol Channel & the south coast of England.

Landed on Omaha Beach. Normandy, France with the assault forces of the
5th Engineer Special Brigade.

Operated through France, Netherlands, Belgium & Germany. Bridged the
Elbe River, just before Germany surrendered, at Bleckade and was in
Boisenburg, Germany when the war with Germany ended.

Engaged in engineering projects throughout Germany.

Battalion inactivated at Camp Miles, Standish, MA. There were not many of
the original members in the Bn. at this time as many were rotated earlier
under the point system.

UNIT AWARDS

1. WWII Campaign Streamers. European-African Middle Eastern Campaign.
NORMANDY (with Bronze Arrowhead)
NORTHERN FRANCE
RHINELAND

• CENTRAL EUROPE

2. Meritorious Unit Streamer - European Theatre

3. French Croix de Guerre streamer with Palm & embroidered NORMANDY BEACHES.
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"Reunions /re
P.O. BOX 876

Orlando, Florida 32802-0876
Local Office (407) 898-1076

OUT OF STATE TOLL FREE
1-800-327-8010

FLORIDA TOLL FREE
1-800-432-6293

Wherever you are, we have a photographer near.
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DEDICATION
3 3

Joe Baçkes without whose energy and devotion
this history would never have been put into print.

Also to the men, living and dead, who were membersof
the 336th Engineer Combat Battalion during

World War II.
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336 Engineer Combat Bn.
"Amphibian"

*

Joseph G. Backes
Services for Joseph G. Backes,66, of 475 Loras Blvd. will be at

10 a.m. Wednesday at St. Pa-
trick's Catholic

Burial will be
in Mount Oli-
vet Cemetery,Key West,
Iowa. Friends
may call from 5
to 9 p.m. Tues-
day at Behr Fu-

neral Home,
1491 Main St.,
where the par-
ish wake ser-
vice will be said at 8 p.m. and
members of the Dubuque Council
Knights of Columbus will meet at
6:45 p.m. for the rosary.

Backes had formerly
worked for the John Deere Dubu-
que Works for 30 years. He later
worked for the Dubuque Commu-
nity School Transportation De-
partment as a bus driver until his

He was born on March 29, 1924,
in Dubuque, son of John and Ce-
cilia (Deluhery) Backes. He died
at 1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 15, 1990,
at The Finley Hospital.

He married Jeanne R. Zoller in
Paris, France; she died on May 2;

He was a World War II veteran,
serving with the Army Engineers.
He was a charter member of the
United Auto Workers Local 94, an
active member of St. Patrick's
Parish and member of its holy
name society. He was also a
member of the Knights of Colum-
bus Council 510 and the Veterans
of Foreign Wars Post 508.

Surviving are three daughters,
Mrs. Robert (Kathryn L.) Simon
and Mrs. Roger (Marjorie C.)
Lewis, both of Dubuque and An-
gela P. Backes at home; three •
sons, Thomas J. and John A.,both of Dubuque and Mark J. of
Edgerton, Wis.; 11 grandchildren
and a sister, Mrs. MarjorieO'Brien of Prairie du Chien, Wis.

He was preceded in death by a
son, David J., on March 9, 1977.

A Joseph G. Backes Memorial
Fund has been established.

Sept. 26, 1990

Dear Former Members of A Company:

As you can see from the accompanying article,
we have sad news. Joe Backes, who was a Vice

President of our Reunion Committee for the
years '89-190 passed away unexpectedly after

week illness. In layman's language,
it was a rare disease of the bone marrow.

3 e t  a n e  o u t  R e u n t o r  6 i d i p s t e v e s  t h  g r e a t
His enthus-

iasm was an inspiration to' all former members
of the battalion. He designed our caps,

letterhead and our membership cards.
voted many hours trying to locate former

members of the battalion by mail and by phone,
all at his own expense.

It was his earnest desire to have a history
of the 336th documented, and he was in the

process of doing this when he became ill.
Joe attended our 2nd Reunion in 1988 in Grand
Rapids and was looking forward to the Syracuse
Reunion but was unable to attend because of

his illness. One of his aims for the Reunion
was to contact people for more information.
Before his death, Joe contacted one of our
members to make arrangements for the completion
of the history. With everyone's cooperation,

hopefully this can be done.

For those of us who knew him personally.
his sense of humor and cheerfulness will

never be forgotten.

The Reunion Committee sent a lovely funeral
arrangement. Vince & Germaine Mumm and George

and Marian Woodbridge attended the wake on
Tues. night and the funeral Wed. morning.

Vince and George served as pallbearers.
Expressions of sympathy can be sent to the

family at: 475 Loras Blvd., Dubuque, Iowa,
52001.
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THE AMPHIBIDUS PATCH : , : 恩 ､ :

In late May, 1942 at a conference in
of General Somervell, Lord Louis

Mountbatten (then Chief of Combined Oper
ations), and General Sir John Dill, it
was decided that the Amphibian Engineers
for that theater would receive their initial
training in the U. S. and their final in

England. • It was further decided that the
U.S. Amphibian Engineers would wear the

Combined Operations shoulder patch - gold
tommy gun, anchor and eagle on a blue field,

signifying combined operations on land, sea
and air. In addition, to denote the engineer

amphibians; the War Department authorized
wearing a pocket patch, a small sea horse

scarlet and white, the Engineer colors.
It is interesting to note that Lord

Mountbatten himself designed the Combined
Operations patch and showed it to President
Roosevelt.
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FOREWORD

This is not a history but rather a collection of WWII
records as well as personal recollections of the 336th

Engineer (C) Battalion. To go back at this date to 1942-

1943 was like looking for sunshine at Pontardulais, Wales in

January. Rain! Rain! Rain! Our thanks go out to the
officers and men - veterans of the 336th - who opened their

hearts and memories to us, as well as providing some maps,

photos, operational orders, etc., that helped so

immeasurably.
Your "Scribes" are not authors or writers. Just a group
who thought something should be left in our attics for our

grandchildren to write on with their crayons. Or to read

later about us and our war experiences. Since we grow

fewer each year , we rushed this task along in the hopes of

an early completion. We ask that you be kind in your

judgement of us.: There are so many of our war tasks and

projects that could not be included because of lack of
space, costs involved, not to mention loss of memory. Also,
we have probably made mistakes when crediting people or
companies with activities which were in fact performed by
others. We apologize. Also, because we did not wish slight

anyone, we have avoided mentioning names too often. We hope

to present to you our mission and how we accomplished it.
Where we went. How we lived together. We shall accept your

criticisms for attempting to reenact this almost impossible

trip into the past.: But then... we are still the Amphibious

Engineers. We are used to doing this!

The men of the 336th Engineer Combat Battalion were citizen
soldiers with a few exceptions. Our officers were not
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professional soldiers either. : Our training was hard, long and
wet... We can't recall any time that our feet were dry, or that
a raincoat wasn't part: of. our daily uniform in Wales.*:=
Whatever the job, we did it. And we did it well. Never: has oF
a group of men from all of the U.S.A. been put together and se
worked out so well: Teamis the word. NO!: Family is a
better word, because that is what we were. And still are...i
Gripe, bitch, cry and moan. We did this every day. It's a
soldier's way of letting off steam peacefully. We never did
master bugle calls of whistles.... But, just rattle a mess kit
and we came on the run. Our cooks really took a beating. We
certainly gave them lip service about the chow. We meant no
harm. They did a good job considering the supplies they were.
given. Our Medicis also got the buzz while in training...but
when we saw them perform in combat we were proud and thankful to

know them, and to have them with us. Our hats are humbly off to
them, one and all! We couldn't imagine going into combat without

a weapon... the Medics only had Red Cross armbands.

We do not know all the missions each company had along the
way, so we shall hold to the main Battalion operations. There
will be little mention of the stills, liquor deals, chicken

coops, and liberated supplies obtained along the way. Only if we
could eat it, drink it, or sleep in it dry...did it go with us
up the road.
Sometimes when. we moved we must have looked like a gypsy caravan.

If a General Officer had come along, I swear our officers would
have had to abandon us rather than face him. (This, however, was
soon corrected along the way and we became a little G.I., or so

some thought!).

We soon became a close knit family, taking care of each other.

They Call this being "buddies" but that's not as close as we
were. We respected our officers differently than most outfits,
as they were closer to us than the army liked them to be. Our

captains never could get used to being referred to as "the old
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man" and our lieutenants were fair when we would request a part

of their liquor rations, always sharing with us. The officers

took care of us well; kept us clear of trouble, helped when we

got into a jam and listened to us when: we needed a sympathetic

ear:. We can trecall a time when they were not there to help us

out. They got dirty and wet too: :All in all, they were: well

liked and respected, and still part of the team.

1 Our sergeants were another thing... they lived close

to, and with us. - Once in combat they never wore stripes. (Can't

imagine why!)." Some said it was because the enemy snipers *

wouldn t spot 'em and shoot them. Rumor had it, though, they

didn't want to remind us of their rank when we: had ammunition in

our rifles! (We would never be forgiven if we did not take this

opportunity to give them just one more jab in the ribs). All: in

all, they were good leaders, and we were lucky to have men of

their caliber for our noncoms. " They put up with us through hell

and high water. It is said that a good sergeant will do anything

for his men except work; well, ours worked right alongside us

many times. Wet, mud, cold, good times or bad, they were always

there with us.
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THE BEGINNING
920

July 25th, 1942. The 336th Engineer General Service Regiment

was formed and activated at Camp Rucker, Alabama. This was
the original unit from which the 5th Engineer Special

Brigade: was formed later, in Europe. : From September 1942

to January, 1943, ' the Regiment conducted basic training

(NTP), receiving an "excellent" rating from 2nd U.S. Army.

" On January 18, 1943, nine weeks of unit training began, and

on March 22, 1943, the unit received a rating of: 90%.
" "

On 7th April, 1943, the regiment was reorganized and redes-

ignated to form the 1119 Engineer Combat Group, and moved to

Fort Pierce, Florida on 15 April, 1943. It was here at Fort

Pierce that the 1119 ECG received their first Amphibious

training. (2 months). Assigned units joined here also. Sand

flies also joined the ranks and did their best to bite and eat

everyone. The famous "daisy chain" was invented here, people

unloading ships and landing craft standing in deep water handing

ammo boxes down the line from man to man.

On 16 June, 1943, the 1119 ECG with assigned units moved to Camp

Pickett, Virginia for the next three months, the unit had more

advanced training with the 28th Infantry Division, along with

joint operations with the Navy. (Chesapeake Bay... Cove Point,

Maryland).

- Sth October, 1943, Major Paul D. Bennett took command of the 336

ECG, and on the 10th October, 1943, the unit moved to Camp Myles

Standish, Mass. for overseas shipment to the European theater of

operations..

21st October, 1943, the group sailed for the United Kingdom from

Boston, Mass. The 336 Eng. (C) Bn: was on board the ship called
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the SHAWNEE, a single screw ship built to transport 250

passengers between New York and Havana. There were 1400 GI'S on

board her when we joined the convoy. We had a 3" gun on the bow

for protection, and later, when the gun crew practiced firing it

the first shot split the muzzle of the barrel.... that ended our

local armament:

2nd November, 1943, the 336 EGB arrived at Swansea, South Wales,

and was assigned to Camp No.1 at Mynydd LLIW near: Pongtardulais,

Wales. (A small village). ^

On 12 November, 1943, the 1119 Group was redesignated as the 5th

Engineer Special Brigade. TheEngr. (C) Bn. was assigned to

the 5th Brigade on the 13th November, 1943. The battalion

strength was 29 officers, 3 warrant officers and 632 enlisted

men•
• 20 3

FOOTNOTE.

Late in May, 1942, at a conference in England, it was decided

that the amphibian Engineers for the ETO would receive their

final training in the United Kingdom.. Also, the shoulder patch to

be worn would be that of "Combined Operations. " The same patch

(with different colors) worn by the U.S. Marines, British and

French commandos. The War Department also authorized a pocket
patch - "The Sea Horse".: Lord Mountbatten himself designed the

"Combined Operations" patch and showed it to President Roosevelt

for approval. Lord Mountbatten was Chief of Combined Operations
at that time.

13th March, 1944, the 5th EGB was assigned to the lst U.S. Army.

The general: missions assigned the Engineers were: To command

Engineer Battalions, attached units from other branches of the
services, and perform all engineering work on the beach to

facilitate debarkation, that is, to clear mines and booby traps;

establish a road network; unload supplies, transportation to
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camps and evacuation of wounded as well as collecting prisoners
of war and local security.

Assigned to the 336 ECB were:

*4142 GM Service company":
*Company B 61 Medical battalion?.*
*Company A 6th Naval Beach battalion :?yzi

*1st Platoon A Company 203rd QM Gas
supply battalion??

*2nd Platoon 30th Chemical decontamin-
• ination Company":
*1st Platoon 294th Joint Assault Signal:
Company "

*Ist Section: Magazine Platoon, 616th
Ordnance Ammo Company

*2nd Platoon, 210 MP Company
*3rd Section, Shop Platoon 3466 Ordnance

Medium Auto. Maint. Company
**458th Amphibian Truck Company

PLANNING.•

In planning the invasion of western Europe, we faced a problem of
unparalleled magnitude relating to landing and transferring to

dumps the enormous supply of tonnage needed for such undertaking
on the beaches, with no port facilities. Thus, it was necessary
to train units to become capable of handling and operating
improvised beach ports.! The frame work for this project was

unbelievable. It had never been done before in history on such a
large scale. This had to be developed and smoothed out by Tel

training and planning in the 5th ESB. Changes were made almost
"daily, with improvements, equipment changes, shipping schedules,
manpower adjustments, and new special equipment arriving weekly

from the USA.
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TRAINING...-

Training was organized by beach battalion groups. The 37th,
336th and 348 ECBS would maneuver with all attached units: ea

practicing methods of landing and securing a beach head on the
coast of Oxwich and Port Eynon, Wales. Supplies, roads, defense,
mines, boobytraps, etc., all were used so the troops would
develop discipline for the real thing in combat. In the

meantime,: staff and 1st Army worked on the master plans for the
invasion on western Europe. - OPERATION "NEPTUNE".

The individual companies of the 336th ECB worked on company and
platoon training. Bazookas, bangalore torpedoes, machine guns,

hand grenades, mine detectors, small arms, "bayonets, anti-tank
and personnel mines; booby-traps.: And on and on. Off duty house
were spent in trying to make our tents water-proof.

Our camp in Wales was on the side of the hill, and water ran
under and through the tents, making everything muddy and wet.
Our battalion operations officer once said: "It wasn't so bad,
once we taught water how to run up hill. " The men scavenged
lumber wherever they went to improve conditions in the tents, and

sidewalks were installed. In a few weeks, floors started to
appear in most of the tents, as well as side wall frames and

doors. There wasn't a safe piece of wood anywhere from these
Engineers. Part of an Engineer's job is to improvise when

necessary.... we did just that.

While in Wales, we did find time in the evenings to visit the
local towns and pubs: (taverns). Close to camp was Pontardulais,

Wales, with about three pubs on the main street. Also a "Fish
and Chip" shop that served fish and a handful of french fries

wrapped in newspaper. Most of the men ate the fries, and tossed
the fish in the gutter. What a mess if one slipped on the fish

in the dark. The United Kingdom was under blackout conditions,
So at night we went everywhere in the dark. Liquor was at a
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i premium..i only one or: two bottlewere opened each night in the

pubs. Beer was available (Suds) 'hoff & hoff', but it was hard to

get used to. It tasted awful and was not even cold. (no ice).

Welsh ale was avlittle better, but was too warm.
ers 12"170

The United Kingdom had been at war. for: years,: and was heavily

bombed; on near starvation diets; no luxuries, blackout

conditions and no gasoline - to mention a few of the hardships.

= They were hurting, but their spirits were high and they impressed

us very much with their winning attitude towards the war.::
I N I F

This was a coal mining area, and most of the men and boys. above

14 years of age worked in the mines. Menunfit for the mines.

worked in the fields, or in a tin or metal factory in the area.

= Everyone rode the bus in Wales, or on bikes locally.: No cars,

either. because of rationing or because they couldn't afford them.

The Welsh people were very warm and welcoming. Their hospitality

was simple, but very genuine, and soon we were invited into their

homes and to their dances, etc. We learned the "Hokey-Pokey".

Oh, yes,: they really can sing... all of them and they take pride

in it. It's something to observe, the coal miners marching home

in long lines, dirty and tired, but singing along the way. In

their Welsh language, of course, which is very difficult to pick

up.:. I don't think the GI's ever caught on to even the simplest

sayings. They also spoke English, but we had some difficulty with

that, too. Ha! Ha!?!

Later, when the companies left for southern England and the .

invasion, they, the Welsh stood in the shadows that dark night

with tears in their eyes waving goodbye to us. We really felt

the love and friendship of these wonderful people as they train

slowly pulled out. All of us knew we would not be back to

Pontardulais again.": We were on our way. It gave us a fine

feeling knowing that they really cared about us. The 336 EGB

during their travels were adopted as sons and friends by quite a

few towns and cities during their travels. We enjoyed this, and
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... \ 
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J-·-- ••. •:·· 

du~ing thei~ travels were adopted· 
.-.. : -

few towns_,and ·cities during their• 
• :-:. ,. 

as sons and,, friends~~b'¼\:~:~Yt~ a 
.• . : . . . . - . --~ .. . . . . . . . ·-". ·. . -

travels~=., We enjoyE:?d·,this, and 

:_, 



- 6-

were very proud that: we were able to represent our country in: the

very best light.‹ ror A 7ªcr . 0: 83:

.736

FORGOTTEN..• Other Cities that were visited by many wereis?

Swansea, Gorsinon and the Mumbles. Gorsinon was larger than

Pontardulais, and we could catch a bus just outside our: camp

gate. There were numerous pubs, etc. tso we found more soldiers

there. " Swansea was larger in size and population; It is also a

major Welsh seaport. : The battalion ran truck convoys to Swansea

so the men to get there and back almost any night. There were

many more things to do in Swansea - movies, girls pubs and even a

" dance or. two. " The city showed a lot of bomb damage from a

Luftwaffe raids, but the people showed only the strong will of

the Welsh and the desire to recover and win... Of course, there

were many more M.P.'s there, too, so one had to be good. Mumbles

was a town along the coast on the Gower peninsula.r Some of the

men went there, but not as many as to the other cities.

Occasionally we would get to King's Dock, Swansea, where we

witnessed loads of supplies being transported to the dock

warehouses. Sometimes big warships would be in for supplies or

repair, and that was a sight to behold.

' The villages of Oxwich and Port Eynon were on the coast line of

the Bristol Channel, and adjoined the beaches that we practiced

invasion tactics on. These villages were very small; in peace

time a resort or cottage area. Not much excitement there, but

dances were held weekly in a small schoolhouse. (If you could

find it.). The people put up with our maneuvers conducted in

their backyards, and on their beaches, and looked on with

wonderment in their eyes. We must have put on a good show as they

were always there to see us make a landing:

• SLAPTON SANDS INSERT?

Another item of interest must not be forgotten. The "honey
buckets" at our little camp on the hill. As there were no toilet
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facilities, we had a latrine tent without any holes in the

ground. One row of five-gallon buckets had make-shift seats..

placed on them for solid waste. On the other side of the tent was

a row of plain buckets for liquid waste. What a smell, what a

mess! Every morning a farmer came to our camp with an open tank

wagon, and emptied the buckets. Drive off down the road

splashing everything along the way. It was, noted later that he

put this on his fields and garden. NUFF SAID...*. ego anici

THE MESS HALL AT MYNYDD LLIW, WALES..

What a mess it was. The whole battalion eating in one hut.

Normally, each company had its own facilities. Imagine, if you

can, feeding almost 700 men three meals a day in one hall.

Another factor that made the cooks jobs difficult and almost

impossible, was the food supplies we received. For some time,

most of our food rations were supplied by the British. Some of

these rations came from "old" army crated supplies produced ages

ago. Our cooks just could not produce palatable meals from these

rations. Thebattalion had some good cooks, but there wasn't

much they could do under such conditions.

We must have been given some really poor canned goods, for an

outbreak of the "trots" hit our battalion. With the shortage of

latrines in the camp, it was like a bad dream for all of us.

Nearly all of us had the "trots", in a serious way. Some had to

be out into hospital for recovery. For a while one had to be

careful where one walked in the camp.

Our food supply was changed to American rations and our cooks

began to produce a much better quality of food. However; I must

confess I can't understand to this day how yellow-golden eggs

(scrambled) always, appeared dark green at breakfast. If one

didn't look at them they tasted good. How we dreamed of real

fresh eggs, fried with the yolk looking up. Some of the boys did

manage to get real eggs from the Welsh farmers near camp.
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THE TACTICAL PLAN was.! e:*" "
73: 3

=** (1). The Ist US Army and the British 2nd Army supported by US
"and Allied Naval and Air: Forces, operating simültaneously, will

land over selected beaches on the northern coast of Normandy,
France, and establish beachheads for the continuation of further

joint operations inland. * Beaches in the American Sectors are
designated UTAH and OMAHA. The 50th British Division will

assualt the beaches on the left and will capture Bayeux on D-
Day•

÷ (2) The attack on Utah Beach will be made by the VII US

CORPS WITH THE 4TH us Infantry Division (Force "u", in the

initial assault, and the attack on OMAHA beach will be made by
the V US Corps, composed of the lst and 29th US Infantry
Divisions with supporting troops; Force "O", the assault of Force
"B" for the immediate follow-up, with preload build-up and ferry
service, following later.: The 101 Airborne Division will drop on
the area behind Vierville...Carentan, during the night of D-1 and
D-Day, with the main objective of assisting the seaborne landing
of the VII US Corps.

(3) The United States Navy will transport, protect and land
the US Forces, support the assault landings with gunfire, clear
underwater and floating obstacles and mines, provide and operate

ships and craft for movement of troops and supplies to the far
shore during the assault landings with gun fire; clear underwater
and floating obstacles and mines; provide and operate ships and
craft for movement of troops and supplies to the far shore during
the assault; follow-up and build-up phases, and construct,
maintain and operate ail seaward installations necessary for the

installations necessary for the continuous unloading of ..
personnel, vehicles and supplies.

(4) " The US 9th Air Force will cover the movement of the US

,. -
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assault forces, and support the assault landings and subsequent
operations of the ground forces ashore, by prearranged bombing

missions prior, to H-hour and by missions "on call" after: H-hour.

(5) The 1st US Infantry Division (Less Regt. Combat: Team
26), with REgt. Combat Team 116 and other troops attached, (all
of these troops constituting Force: "0"), will make the initial
assault on Omaha Beach at H-hour on D-Days with two Regimental

Combat teams abreast, reduce the beach defenses in zone of
action, secure the beachhead maintenance line, and secure the
D-Day Phase Line by 2 hours before dark on D-Day. It will, cover

the landing of the remainder of V. Corps, and will be prepared to
participate in the extension of the beachhead to the south and
southwest.

(6) The 29th US Infantry Division (Less Regt.Combat team
116)), with Regimental Combat team 26 and other troops attached,
will land on Omaha Beach behind the initial assault. (These 79
troops constitute Force "B").

THE 5TH ENGINEER SPECIAL BRIGADE PLAN:

(a) Support the assault landings of the V US Corps and the
subsequent debarkation of XIX US Corps, and other 1st Army and

Communications Zone troops on Omaha Beach, beginning on D-Day.
The Engineer Brigade under group control, will organize and

operate all shore installations necessary for debarkation,

supply, evacuation and local security, in order to insure the

continuous movement of personnel, vehicles and supplies across

the Beaches and through Mulberry "A", and artificial port, to be
constructed by the Navy, and the minor ports of Grandcamp-les-
Bains and Isigny. V US Corps lands. on Omaha Beach with the 1st

US Infantry Division (Reinforced) and supported, by 5th
Engineer Spec. Brigade (Reinforced), all in Force "B".

The supporting Engineer Battalion Beach groups, involved in
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Force: "0" consisted of: fur:

0- 16th US Infantry Regt.-'- 37th Engr. Battalion Group.
116th U.S. Infantry Regt.-149th Engr. Battalion Group.

18th U.S. Infantry Regt.-348th Engr Battalion Group.
with 331 men from the 336th Engr. Battalion,

The rest of the 336th Engr. Battalion in Force "B" landed in
support of the 26th U.S. Infantry Regt. The landing schedules
planned, really never came off on time, as enemy actions and
"defenses were stronger than expected. NOTE: It must be
remembered that never in history had an invasion of such a vast
size ever been planned." The initial fleet of ships carrying:
troops and supplies, and vehicles to sustain them was some 5000.

Including war ships.. To supply these troops with food, water,
ammunition and other support was so vast.... almost unbelievable.

DRESS REHEARSAL:

The full dress rehearsal for the assault on the northern coast of
France was called " Exercise FABIUS 1": "

(1) In the meantime, while plans were being made for

Operation NEPTUNE, others were under way and being executed by
the assault elements of the 1st US Army, with supporting troops,
to stage a "Full-Dress Rehearsal", for a large portion of the
various assault troops scheduled to land during the first two

tides on Omaha Beach in Operation NEPTUNE. (Maynard notes) These
were the troops that constituted what was referred to as
Force "0", for both FABIUS 1 and for Operation NEPTUNE. In
planning and executing FABIUS 1 from the standpoint of the Regt.
Combat Teams and the Engineer Special Brigades, as nearly as
possible the same procedure was followed as was being planned at
the same time for Operation NEPTUNE. This was done insofar as was

technically possible and within the bounds of Security
regulations.
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(2) Brigade Field Order No. 12 for exercise FABIUS 1 was

patterned after the one being planned for Operation NEPTUNE.

Quoting from it in part:

"V.US Corps lands with the ist US Infantry Division

(Reinforced) (less 26th Infantry Regt., Plus 116th Infantry...

Regt., attached) supported by the 5th Engineer Special, Brigade

(Reinforced) (less 336th ECB Beach Group, but with 331 members of

the 336th ECB attached to the 348 ECB Beach group, plus the 149th

Battalion Beach group (Reinforced). (Attached) :

(3): The concentration and marshalling of Force "0" troops

and equipment for exercise FABIUS 1 began for the 5th ESB on 24

April 1944, with units moving from their base camps in South

Wales, to the Concentration and Marshalling Area, Area D, in the

vicinity of Dorchester in Southern England. The units were..

marshalled in Cap D-b, D-11, D-12, and D-12B, having been divided

according to boat loads for the assault. Loading on APA'S,

LCIS, and LCT'S, along with the Infantry and other assault and

supporting, troops, was accomplished from Portland and Weymouth in

Southern England in keeping with detailed planned schedules.

(4): After completing the marshalling and loading of

Force "O" troops and equipment, the maneuver portion of Exercise

FABIUS 1 consisted of an amphibious landing on Slapton Sands

Beaches, South Devon, in Southern England, from 3 to 5 May, 1944.

The assault took place as scheduled, with H-Hour and D-Day at

030700 3 May, 1944, and essentially completed by midnight of the

same day, excepting for the unloading of token supplies by the

Sth ESB-s All Engineer Special Brigade troops participating were

returned to their respective concentration areas by 8 May, 1944,

and the maneuver area was cleared for subsequent exercises by

other troops •

(5) During Exercise FABIUS: 1 deficiencies and needed

-11-

( 2) Brig~d~ Field Order· No~ 12 for exercise FABIUS 1 was 

p_att_ec~,ed, after;;. the.,-□ne:. beingip_l:anned 
• - ;.: :· ·-- .. -: • • • ••• .~ • • •. .. -· ... ~1:lr.-::7;: .... • 

Ql:'o~i-~<;;J,s fro,m -~ t. in part: ~ ·';,\,," 

.. ---~' ,~~_uv.us_-~l:~j~,-.lan~~ with ~~e-~~~.t us._ ~~~ant~:: Di~~~ion.::.:~_-.,,- .. , 
• ,., •- • \.,--,...:··~ )' . . ;:"': •• ' • • • •· • ;-. : • r, ., •• • . '"' ·' .,,. -

(Reinforced) (less 26th Infantry R~gt.,· plus 116th Infantry. 
• 0 '' ~-~ O • 

0 

- O 

O

' • 0 O :..•• O o :••• • O - OM , ,, /.p • , ~ O. .. 4 U O .,., • .. 'O '• < ' 0 

Regt.,atta~hedi .. supported by.the. 5th. EngineerfSpecial Brigad~, 
• ,. . ,"" ••·,:•-.• ::,'. ·•••• •: • •~ ::: . . • • •, . • ' , •. _..l!~ ...... ', ~;:/•.'• _, • ,,;:;:. • • ,. ~ •, ;,-=:- ., ..,:. • ..,,. I '.' 

(Reinforced). (iess 336th ECB Beach Group, but with 331 members of 
,.· "':'; ~:, :::-;·_:~.'•,:1:1•·,.;"~(-~--· • ·,: • ' - • ~ I • , ~ ,., •• • .-.. •• \ 

the~ 336th .. ECB. attached to the 348-- ECB, Beach group, plus J:.h.~.;;. 149th . . : .· . . ; - . ";. . . ~ .... _ . \. , .. , .,. - ' \ . {, ,, - . 

Battalion· Beac,r, _group_ (Reir;if~,,.~~e_d) .. _(Att.3:ch~9} • • ... =-~--. \.':":'. .. i : •:_:.-::-

. (3): The_ concentration and marshalling --of· Force "0" troops_· .. 
·:.• ·:. _:.:: :·.~·: -; 

-::· _a:ii~~e-~4:lp.m_~Jl__,t,_-_for~ ex_~_rcise ~ABIY~s _1_ began for" the 5th ES¥3 on 24 

A·p·,.:.1.j:·.·~~~:'r~; ~i th, units moving ;rem their. base. camps in. South 

wa{~:~·:'i~::_·
0

~he·_-.. __ {;:~~-c:en~r~tion an~ ,~~r~~alling_·A~ea·~· Area, D, ~-n the 
... • •• .,_ -~-r~ .... ~·1-:;•.~~:;:·~~ r~-..... ·;--. . ' 'i •.•••. . • , .. • .. 

vicinity of~ Dorchester in Southern England .. The uni ts were_,:.,. 
• ~· ....... • • •,. • .. ; :·".r- ,.~ ... ·•-::.:::. 1 1 _ _,_ . 

·~arsh~lled., in: C~p: 0~6, D:-11, D'7912, and P.:-_12B, having been divided 

a~c-~·:l~ng .• to •• bo·~·r,;;rtads for. the assault. Loading on AP_A'S, 

L~_1_Ls.}-~:.~-~~:L:-cn::~,- ~lo,i:,g w_it_h, t~e Infant_ry.· and ot_her assault and 

supp~rt_ing:;_ tr,:4:?_ops, ~~~- ac_complished from Portland and Weymou_th in 

So~the/~ Eng_l·~-~d~ in keeping with ~etailed .planned schedules. 
' - . . . ~ .. - . -· ' . . ~ .,.. . . .. ' 

c,-::, (_4) .. , A_fte'r,· c:ompleting the_ marshal ling and loading_ of 
• :_ .... : - • =1 • -:= ·•~--=~'-: .. ~--.~-ft.·,:? •.• • -

F_orce -."0'.'c troops-·· arid.,;_ equipment, the maneuver portion of Exercise 

F~;I\J~_-{· __ c6~~}Ji~~/-~~"' ;~n· a~p~ib.ious landing .• on Slapton Sand~ 

a:~-~-~e~~-.- k:;'~-f'~ro::~t1":'.~'\~:-_southe~~ England, -~-rem 3 to 5 M.ay,_ 1944. 
• ~ , • • • ' • ~ • • • • ,i~ ', " •• ·• • , , , , • • • •u 

Th~ a~i~ult too~ ~la~e- as scheduled, with H-Hour and 0-Day at 

,_,., 03q7oq\3 .M~y,-1944·;: and essentially completed by midnigh·t_~ of the . : . ". \ ·/. ":". . . . . •;;: ... ,: : . .. . ··. . : . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ...... 

~~m~',i~Y / '·e\septin·c_;{,J'or::_\he_· _un loadi,ng of. token suppl i~s- .. ~y'!- the;. 
·:. -:-=_,.;·.-:.··.: .. ?::,::7. f~t~.::: .f .. :··:.-?-;~:{~:·:/l1~:.:_'.·~ : ;._- -·. - - ·~ t' • •• •• ·•.. •• :: .. --~ ;. ·.-/:~;-,:._:-=;::~:. ;:·:_·;• 
• ~-~!i:~-~g:~l:Pf.1(A.lJ;,_._ Eng ~fl~~,; Spec~ a 1 Brigade troops, par:tic:: i patin,;L -~~re • • 

.·.· · ~::·,~~-. .-~.:-·t~?.:·:·~:·:.; .... --•;:;.\ ?;;r.f:.;..~::-.1~· .. :.. ~-· ;_ · -~ ... i. • '· • ••• ,.. ;-7~· --~:•·.-. ::"°\ ··:~r~-:i·7:.ff ... ~:~~.=··~·-·· • 
,:-<~-reti.Jl'.':iied-::;_tof their;t.-r;:espective concentration areas .. by:·. 8 May-;J 1944; . 
.. -f. -~ ... ~\ • .. :.~/t.=:.::t~.>:f?)~ ~::?tf?it::.\~~-~ ~-~: -· ':; • • . • •.•• , 0 ._r.··~1':'::"· -~~ • :::''·:·.•.:.?~·=::::\;~~-:.~-·· ;.-:·· • • 

r an_d •• (tj_Ej(,)naneu•./efj :area. was· cleared for subseq~e""!t° ·exercise·s; by 
··:t~t~~-{:·::.; .... ~:~t;!·~.f _· .. ~-. . • -- - -: .· . ·, .:',, .. •!.-·• .:·, ... (,-~-.._.:•J•, ~-

o_tt,er:::':.tr.oops. , ;: .. ··,, .·. 
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changes were noted and corrective measures were taken.

OPERATION NEPTUNE... The 5th Engineer Special Brigade made their

final preparations and were marshalled into craft or ship loads
on 28th May, 1944. Embarkation at Portland, in Souther England,
commenced 31 May, 1944 and was completed 3 June, 1944. ' The short
sea voyage across the English channel began 4 and 5 June, 1944
and the assault landing was made on the northern coast of

Normandy,
France, 6 June, 1944. The combat forces of the assault landing
before H-Hour, 0630; the first elements of the 5TH ESB landed at

H-65 minutes.

(1) " Force "B": The 5th ESB elements scheduled to land in
Force "B" remained in their base camp until May 1944, inasmuch as
they did not participate in FABIUS i. They were concentrated in
the Truro Marshalling Area, "Sausage E," in Southern England,
commencing 9 May, 1944: the movement of Brigade troops and

equipment was completed 11 May, 1944. They remained there for
five days and were then marshalled into craft and ship loads in
"Sausage C," partially occupying Camps C-1 through C-7, D-6, F-

11, E-3, and B-4: briefing of troops were conducted after

marshalling. Embarkation from Falmouth commenced 1 June, 1944 and
was completed 3 June, 1944. The short sea voyage across the

English channel started 3 June, 1944 and on 7 June, 1944 they
arrived off the coast of Normandy, France opposite Omaha Beach.

Landings were nearly at once by transferring to smaller craft.

(2) Build-Up Ferry: The 5th ESB elements in this force were

concentrated at Abbotsbury, Dorset, England, 18 May, 1944 in
billets: They remained in this camp until 4 June, 1944, when

they were marshalled into craft and ship loads in Camp D-11 Area
D (Same area as for Force "C" units which preceded them).

Embarkation was started 7 June, 1944 and completed 8 June, 1944
and they landed 9 June, 1944. One LSR was torpedoed while in the
English Channel and sunk. Two men and several loaded vehicles
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were lost.

cochapad nogu DEA FLE 900.

(3) Bristol: Channel Pre-Load:: The 5th ESB elements in this
force were concentrated in Camp U-89, Crickhowell, South Wales,
on 15 May, 1944. They "were marshalled into craft and ship: loads
during the period 29 May, 1944 to June 1, June, 1944.
Embarkation commenced 30 May, 1944 and completed 2 June, 1944:
briefing was done after sailing. The short sea voyage was began
3 June, 1944 and the force anchored off the coast of France on
the morning of 7 June, 1944.el During the voyage one vessel struck
a mine and casualties to Brigade personnel amounted to two men

killed and ten men injured: ne

(4):: Residue: These troops of the 5th ESB commencing 5 May,1944 were concentrated in Tortworth Cout Camp, Falfield,
Gloucester, and the movement to the Concentration Areas was

completed 6 May, 1944. The unit detachments were organized into
Provisional Battalion of six companies; this organization was:designated "Brigade Special Troops". i Prior to D-Day, the
Detachment functioned as a personnel reservoir and service unit
for the assaulting elements of the Brigade. Processing for. 2:
overseas movement was accomplished after D-Day. Elements of the
Residue were scheduled to arrive in the Marshalling area on D13and in France on D16. However, only a portion of the units
departed on schedule and they were detained several days in the
Marshalling Area. Other units were called forward as shipping

permitted. Engineer units were marshalled in the Truro Area and
all other units, at Southampton. " Departures were at various:
times and the last elements debarked in France on Omaha Beach on

12 July, 1944. ; ara

THE LANDING IN FRANCE:

* During the assault phase, landings were made in small craftfrom the larger ships anchored in the English Channel at'rendezvous; The LCI's and LT's beached directly. The smaller
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landing craft used to unload APA's and LST's consisted LCM's,
LCVP 5 and Rhino Ferries. Upon beaching, or while a few hundred

:.ryards off shore, many of these craft, and troops and equipment

aboard, suffered casualties from enemy fire and underwater.

obstacles."
(1) = The Far, Shore Situation as it

actually Existed:
a. General: : Advance.

information regarding the beach, the adjacent terrain, the

enemy's defense positions, and disposition of the enemy's forces

was given to us, but later found to be far from correct in many

ways. However, the Geographic and hydrographic data given prior

to the landing were quite accurate. Disposition of enemy troops

was inadequate and not updated to give a complete picture of
conditions as they actually existed.

b. The enemy's defensive positions were
found to be considerably more extensive than was indicated by

advance intelligence data. Mortar positions had not been located

and many temporary emplacements for 75-mm and 88-mm guns were

occupied, especially those located from 1000 to 2500 yards back
of the beach, many of which continued to molest operations on the
beach to a great extent through D-2. Practically all of the

concrete pillboxes for automatic and heavy guns had been located
by aerial photograph interpretations and report; however, many of

them were discovered too late to have been included on the
defense Overprint Maps issued in the Marshalling areas prior to

debarking from the United Kingdom. Tank turrets set in concrete
were also unreported; likewise the extent of antipersonnel mines
and their "tie-ins" with antimines and barbed wire entanglements

were not fully known. Although not in operation, stationary
flamethrowers were set up at various points along the' beach;

these wee not included in advance intelligence data. The types
of constructed obstacles encountered were as reported; however?

they were found to be more numerous and extensively located.
Also, another condition found to exist and not anticipated was
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the; additional hazard caused by wrecked craft and vehicles
becoming an obstacle as damaged or abandoned equipment began

collecting on the beach. These became a serious obstacle to
movement until the Brig. Engineers began clearing passages from
the beach.

(c): Advance information regarding the disposition of German
troops in the vicinity of the beach over which the assault was
made indicated that elements of the German 716 Infantry: Division
with headquarters at Caen defended the area from Ouistreham west
to the mouth of the river Douve: The726: Infantry Regt.g with
headquarters at Bayeux was reported to be in the immediate Omaha
beach area, while it was indicated that the German 352nd Infantry
Division was in the vicinity of St.Lo. Actually, the entire
726th Regt, of the German 716th Division was in the 29 US..

Infantry area, while the Regt. of the German 352nd Infantry
Division was manning the defenses in the ist US :. Infantry

Division area, with the two other. Regts. in reserve.

PRELUDE TO THE ASSAULT...•

US Bombers came over the beaches on schedule, but no bombs hit
the beach.:: One bomb was later found near Vierville-sur-Mer and
another near St. Laurent-sur-Mer, but both were in open fields.
The 8th: Air Force reported that two other patterns may have
fallen in the Omaha area, but doubted if many other bomb patterns
fell North of the Bayeux-Isigny highway, although several fell
south of the highway where they may have done a great deal to

disrupt German communications and reduce the effectiveness of
their reserve strength.
The Naval bombardment began on schedule at H-45 minutes, but "
reports offits effectiveness are not available. (Operational
signals obtained by author indicate that the Navy tried very hard
to hit the targets assigned them, but with heavy seas, and od
assault troops nearing the shore; fire was lifted earlier then

was planned). Inland targets were also heavily shelled. Only
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one shot was fired at the Naval vessels from the shore. and that

missed its mark. The enemy was apparently trying to keep the

location of its emplacements secret. The success of the shelling

of the beach defenses by gunfire support craft and by tanks/ and

self-propelled artillery aboard LCT's was questionable. Rough

water made accuracy difficult, and a number of the LCT's were

either damaged by gunfire or were late in arriving offshore. Of
the 16 carrying the M-4 tanks, two were lost at sea and three

were delayed. The LCT (R)'s approached: the shore on schedule and

fired their rockets at 0629 hours, but assault team personnel and

Infantry agree that none hit their targets.

Nor did the DD tanks prove effective.: The 741st tank battalion

attempted to discharge 29 of its 32 tanks at sea.: Twenty-seven

foundered and two swam ashore, beach on EASY RED Beach at H-:

Hour. The remaining three were eventually landed from an LCT in

this same area.. The 743rd tank battalion made no attempt to

launch its tanks at sea and discharged them in the usual manner

from LCT'S. Eight were lost, but 24 were reported to have landed

on the western end of the beach between H-20 minutes and H-hour.

No reports are available on the operations of these tanks, but

they were unable to neutralize enemy fire.

THE VOYAGE... 4 June 1944 some of the ships began to leave the

harbors that the 336th were moored in: Warships, minesweepers

etc.. We noticed most everything that took place around us, as

when one is penned up for days waiting for something to happen,

one is very aware of every movement, and try to read something

into everything that is said or done.: Rumors flew all over the

ships: The ships were packed full of men and equipment, and there

was beginning to develop quite an odor.." No showers or baths for

days. Men were lying all over the place, trying to sleep. There

were lots of crap games going. Some men wrote letters; even

though they did not receive mail. Others, checked their

equipment. We omitted to mention earlier that our mail service

home had been stopped ever since the lockup in the camps in

southern England. Our loved ones would know that "something was
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up" when they did not receive mail from us. It would be along

time for us too, before mail would reach us from home.

" Later: that night,: the warships returned to harbor• D-Day. had

been postponedi for twenty-four hours.: Of course, we did not know

this; " It all began again the next night (5 June), but this time

our ships prepared to sail as well: Soon we were on the way, out

to sea, hundreds of ships of all sizes. Everywhere one looked

there were ships. Escorts of warships were everywhere. The air

force, too, as overhead flying cover for our fleet. Everyone

gawked at the sight. It was unbelievable.. but real. We were

on our way. The waves in the English channel were huge. The

ships rolled and tossed like corks in a whirlpool. People got

sick. Games stopped; and everyone became very serious. Most

began to think of what was to come. We all knew that this was

what we had trained for. Would the enemy be surprised?: Or, were

they waiting for, us on the beaches? Would we make it ashore?

Lots of questions, but no answers..
. The ships stopped in the assembly area, miles off the

beaches. Unloading began for the 336th. Down the cargo nets into

the LCTs, and other types of landing craft they went. Some of

the larger equipment on LSTs was transferred to LCTs or Rhino
Ferries. Waves raised the ships up and then down and made.

unloading a painstaking operation. : Men were seasick and

overloaded with heavy equipment. But, their training asserted

itself and somehow everything was loaded and the men were on the

way. i
The warships were shelling the beach areas as well as the

inland targets.: The air force was overhead. Both sea and air

were full of support forces. We had arrived to pay back a long

standing debt to comrades of our forefathers - Lafayette. Surly

of spirit, he was waiting for us on the beaches and in the hills.

Smiles were gone from faces. Everyone wore war faces: Fox Red

beach on the left flank •.. turn left upon landing and go to Fox

Red beach. Stay alive and get to our beach at all costs. Our

job is on Fox Red. Got to get there. Fight our way to assembly

and get to work. Have I forgotten anything? Rations, ammo, etc.
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etc. Too late now, get ashore and turn left; that's all I have

got to remember and do.
This is the way it seemed to happen: for: the guys in Force

"O": The trip to shore in landing craft was a journey: that most

of us would rather forget. Waves, obstacles, shellfire and mines
all prevented an orderly landing:: Nothing went as planned.: The

voyage was over and we were about to: tour Europe at government

expense
" In spite of the elaborate plans to knock out beach defenses,

most of the enemy emplacements were intact at H-hour,: ready to
cover the beach with artillery, mortar and small arms fire... The

outcome of the operation, therefore, rested on the shoulders of

the" Infantry and Engineers landing in the first waves.

336 Engineer Combat Battalion Lands....**

Operations Plan Co: "A" states Co."A": lands Easy Red beach
and moves laterally to left along beach to Number 1: assembly area

(this was initiated by Captain Lothspeich on 5-24-44 before:
invasion.) Company: "A" landed on Easy REd Beach so landed

according to plan, but still had to traverse the 2500 to 3000

yards to FoxRed and F-1 exit.
"Omaha Beachhead" Historical: Division U.S. War Department

states"
Fox Beach was ready for development but the 336th

Engrcomb. Bn. scheduled to land there was brought in on opposite

end of Omaha Beach 4000 yards away•
The two versions conflict. It stands to reason that Company

"A's" Operation Report is authentic. I know for a fact most of

Company "A" Headquarters Personnel and one Platoon of C. "B"

landed in the center of Easy Red Beach. Undoubtedly parts of

Company "A", "B" and "C" were landed in different locations. Do

you have a complete operation plan for the 336th Engr.Comb. Bn.?

It might clarify the situation.
Due to the above I suggest changing the wording as follows:
331 men, advance element of/the 336th Engr.Co,b. Bn. landed

with the 348th Engr. Beach, but were 2500 to 3000 yards west of
their targeted destination. Some were landed even further away
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2 5
upon leaving the landing craft. They came under, heavy mortar, and

artillery fire and had to take shelter in the shingle and

regroup. The Germans had artillery observers in well positioned

places, including church steeples. With deadly accuracy they ere

hitting almost everything.... that landed on the beach shortly after

fighting men from 33th Hd.Ortrs Co. and thirty-two men from

Co. "B". landed and debarked from an LCI (Landing Craft Infantry).

The ship was hit by an artillery barrage that completely put it

out of action. The LCI remained at list in the center of Easy

R Beh e ear ter Athey wagon pulled by a bulldozer

and loaded with five gallon cans of gasoline. was hit about one

hundred yards west of the center of Easy Red. Flames shot high

in the sky. It was learned the next day that this explosion

killed several officers and enlisted men from our sister

battalion. Easy REd Beach was no place to be as everything was a

sitting duck because of the accuracy of the German mortars and

artillery. By moving in small groups, sometimes in two and

threes, the 336th moved parallel to the enemy and worked their

way up the beach to their assigned area F.1 exit on Fox Red

Beach. The 336th Engineer's advance equipment also began to

arrive; and some of its Bulldozers pulling trailers of explosives

were landed at the same location, and had to make the long tripl

without cover to their proper assigned beach. It was a nightmare

on the Beach... No training can prepare for such fear and

confusion. A feeling of loneliness surrounds one, although there

are hundreds of men about. Every enemy gun is firing at you.

Helpless, scared and alone. Then faith and discipline assert, and

your training impels you to lead or to follow. Some crawled,

some ran, but all worked their way east to Fox Red Beach and to

their various assignments. Equipment was lost in the seas; mine

detectors, machine guns, all types of equipment badly needed on

shore. No matter... we got there. and were ready to get the job.

done. The MEDICS. Oh, the MEDICS!; THE 336EGB had their own with

them. They had no time to think. Their job started before they

reached the shore. There were wounded everywhere, and our MEDICS

went to work at once treating everyone who was wounded. One had
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only to yell MEDIC! and he would appear. This story would be
incomplete of we didn't take time to "Salute" our dear comrades
who did their jobs so well? Medie Officer received the Bronze
and 3 Medics received Silver Stars.
F-1 ROAD EXIT..
*tE On the pre-invasion maps it showed this as a small dirt road
running up the hill off the beach joining another mall road.
behind the beach. The 336 ECB job was to widen it, improve it so
it could carry traffic off the beach. "However, upon arriving on
Fox Red Beach, it was found to be a path and not a road. With no
traffic moving off the Beach because of enemy gunfire, the 336th

job was to build an exit road, and fast.

=..
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UNLOADING ON BEACH (Brigade)

8 June to 25 June 1944
93,415 Personnel:
16,997 vehicles
71,896 Tons of supplies

27 June to 15 July 1944
33,180 Personnel

19,750 Vehicles
81,075 Tons of Supplies
1 6   S u l y   t o   3 1   J u l y   1 9 4 4

66,402 Personnel
9,832 Vehicles
85,787 Tons of Supplies

Month of August, 1944
7 3 , 3 0 2  P e r s o n n e 1

8,019 Vehicles
181,777 Tons of Supplies

Prisoners Taken D-Day
66 total, 37 were wounded
Prisoners used by 336th EGB
12 June to 14 June 1944
200 to bury the dead

15 June to 18 June.
300 to bury dead

{ •

¾ 4 : . 2 3

UNLOADING ON BEACH (Brigade) 

B J~ne to 2~ j~~e 1944 

93,415 Per•cnri~lh~~~ 

16, 9'?-7:".v_e~{~t~:;'.t~~,:· :,···•,._, · ·· . 
_71,896_ Tori~{ti/~upplies 

;, ;. ~ .t. 11 .:.-,~-~~il.;v-•. ··::-:·~~ ... :: . 
27 June to~1s July 1944 

.,' .- . ,¼•, • . ... ~:- .:.f-.;-.>; _::.~ .~}. ; : -. • 
• 33~180 P~~sonnel --

. L 19, 750c: v~_~I~l e~v ' 

·, • 81,075 Tons; of Supplies 
• ~ •• -... ..J.. • =·) .\C:.~r'.-:t-t-· :- • ~ · .·• 

16 July tci:~3~--July 1944 
-. , :-~~r "'- • ... ~---~=)j~1/)~.,:-.. ~ •. 
66,402.Per~ti~neI 

,; -:·· ! • ~~~:-~~----:· •. 

9,832. Vehio·l,es_. ,-

85,787. Ton~-- _of· Supplies .... ..; 
...J..; : :..:,k C ~; •• ••• • . • ,-: \' 

Month O'f. August, 1944 

. 73, ::so2 · ~ersci~~~'i , • • 
•. • .• /":J .• 

8,019 Vehicles·" 

181,77~ Toris of Supplies 
• • • ' •. ' .. ·, : ":7• ; . . ... ' • . :, ......... 

Prisoners Taken D~Day 
•,:,. . 

--66, tofii'i\•. ll''~ere wounded 

Pri~'o~J~s:·-~~~c{ ~;_ 336th EGB 
12 Jurie· ... fo 14.; June 1944•., ••• 

• -~:--:· ::.~~ :::· ·- -~ ~ -·s • r .,.. ~:- ~ -.-: -

200 to bury tha dead 

·-·· .. - . 
ti:r. .t.-r -.;; ·=r 

I-,:,.• 

:-·. ;_·::-=-~· ;~· .. 
-·== 

. . 
•;.,;···J},::.-~- ... :..;,=-:,:: . ... ·.·~·-:. t• 

: ~ . 

•I • , 

:. _,_ . 

·.:·-. . 

-21-

: ·;: • •• ~ (.: ,,.J 

,, , ...... .... • -

15 June to 18 June. 

300 tci bury dead 



- 22 -

2

Some of the 336th cleared mines (by hand, probing with bayonets).

Others scouted the new road site. Others scouted " ahead: and
5,1T

established perimeter of defense on top the hill. A

bulldozer dug out a hole through the six to eight foot embankment

ten to twelve feet wind to provide access to the proposed froad

that was being cleared of mines and bordered with Strips of tape

to identify cleared portions. Company B of the 745th Tank

Battalion landed twelve tanks on Fox Green Beach at 1830 and. was

on the high ground by 2030, losing three tanks. The first tank

up the hill ran outside the tape near the top of. the hill and ran

over an anti-tank mine and blew up. The second tank tried to go

around the first tank and also hit an anti-tank mine. No one was

left in the first tank to explain when someone pulled the pin on

a grenade and it exploded inside the tank, a terrible tragedy.

When the last of the tanks climbed the hill and headed for

Colleville Sur Mer, it was a good feeling to know there was some

armor in front. Imagine how the infantry men felt when the tanks

joined them in Colleville!

Darkness did not fall until after 1100 hrs. No one knew

the situation other than what was immediately around them. No

one knew the enemy strength or location. Rumors were circulated

that. the beach might have to be evacuated. The night was filled

with uncertainty.

During the late afternoon and evening, 20 German prisoners

of war had been taken in the immediate section. A collecting

point was: established next to the exit at the bottom of the
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cliff. One German; was wounded and on a stretcher. He refused

American medical attention.:: A German Lieutenant seeing. t h e

thousands of ships offshore was heard to remark; "Alles Est

*Kaput."ona""

Ac. In the meantime, others from the 336th probed for mines and

er: cleared the beach area, and other areas needed for supplies, aid

• stations, vehicle transit, and bivouac... Other teams. began the

work of removing obstacles and damaged equipment from the beach

area so Naval craft could land on the beach... Alsoevacuation of

wounded, handling of prisoners of war, recon for inland dumps; on

and on with no let up. More troops* were landing, supplies

needed,: water, ammo, first aid, mortars coming in, snipers

shooting, men stepping on mines, a friend dying...can't stop,

must keep moying..:

Aid: stations were needed as well as beach markers, roads

over the sand beach, a water point, removal of thousands of anti-

tank and anti-personnel mines, security of the beach area, and

much more.

As night fell it was found that the left flank of the entire

Omaha beach had less. than a squad of infantry guarding it in a

captured German gun position. One officer and a, security platoon

of the 336th were sent to man this position with the infantry

group. Using small arms, and a captured enemy machine gun, the

position remained secure for the night. The beach was covered

with the dead.. they had to be moved from the path of the ocean,

and the equipment arriving hourly. How painful it was to look at

these brave men, how gently they were handled. They were moved
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aside until? the graves registration troops: could take care of

them. Ammunition, first aid kits and weapons were taken from

them as they were needed badly on the line.

There wasn't much rest the first night in France, for with

s n i p e r s "and the German" Air Force, and much* more work to be

done...few had any break to Sleep When the enemy planes came

over, the Navy anti-aircraft guns Zeroed in. What a display of

aerial fireworks they put up. They, the Navy; knocked: down: most

of them, and drove off the rest. Yes; it was the longest day'!

NAVAL GUN SUPPORT..••

Before we leave this first day," a word of thanks is owed to

our. U.S. Navy for a job well done. ' On the shore with us were the

Naval Beach Battalions assigned to our brigade (a company. to the

336th). They trained with us, and landed with us. • They even
wore GI uniforms with Navy painted on them. Brave men they were,

and we really got along with them. Well done Navy! *E

What can be said of the Destroyer Group? They probably

saved the day for us all. When the operation order: came down

from Fleet to support the beach troops, it said, "Necessary risks

must be taken, expected, and accepted." In other words, "Go get

'em." The Destroyer Force steamed in so close to shore that you

could nearly see their eyes. " Their 5" guns took the enemy strong

points under fire and.reaily did the job. Most of this fire was

doneat point blank range. Meantime the battleships and cruisers

lobbed shells inland to other targets. " Without this help, many

nore ot our troops' would have paid dearly that day. :.We humoly
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tip our hats to our friends and comrades of the U.S. Navy.

Perhaps in haste we have forgotten to mention the great

danger from artillery, mortars, ""anti-personnel mines, "and booby-

traps: Everywhere you turned or went, mines of various types

were to be found. Some were old, placed in the ground. Some were

two or more years old, placed in the ground years earlier; these

didn t explode. " Many other anti-personnel mines did explode and

*killed or crippled no telling how many lives.

The German: •S mine "was the one : feared the most." Upon

stepping on one, the mine" would fly: up out of the ground a few

feet and explode; steel shards, ball bearings, bolts, and

whatever was in them would reach out and kill or wound: a number

of men. Others were the Schu mine, and the 'concrete mine.

The schu mine would take off your. foot when stepped on, and the

concrete mine would spread hunks of concrete mixed with steel

shards killing or wounding anyone nearby.. The anti-tank mine was

for vehicles of all types. Generally, it takes about 250: 1bs.

pressure to set one off,: so men could work around them a little

better: than the small mines. Most of these were found much

easier than the anti-personnel mines. It is believed the 336th

Engineers: removed some 20,000 mines from the beach and area

around the hills.

7 Artillery was absolutely horrible, 75mm and 88mm cannons

shelled the beach at point blank range, and from a few miles

behind the beach. The only defense against these was to dig in

deep (fox-holes) or advance forward quickly and overtake the

enemy positions, where it was generally safe. The latter could

-25-

ti'p;· oti·r: • ti'1.ts to our fr- iends and comrades of the U. s·~, Navy. 
' ·: •,: . 

···. _ .... 
I· .. , Perhaps in h~iti we hi~e~~forgotten- to·· mention·the great 

dinger;::.: f_~·ct~~-_artillery,c~orta'rs, ,•:>anti"~personnel' mines, •• and- booby-

,, .. -i2: • . )f''.~·-.:, .. :.~~---·•'····,··-
traps~;· ••• ,,. Everywhere yoff'• turned or· went, mines· of-' various' types . . .- . . - . . . . .. "'· 

• _.,._ ~ ...... ·"'! . "' • ~ • 

. ' weri~t~ be found. Some··_wer""e old F placed in the grou"nd. Some were 

,-.t~b·d~i;;ino_re years old';: placed in the:·'·ground years .. earlier;.,these 

• .; . ?;;i,.. :-L~t.tsl._ - • • • ·-
... - did_n:'. t_rexplode •• :· M·a~y- 0 .ot_i,er.".anti.!..personnel: mines did:. explode and 

.: .. ·a . ".·_,- •••• -2•:}-'J;/s~f.:. -· . · 
~ Yk1.1-l_"ed: o_r:{cr1.ppled'·no tell1ng how many lives~- .f.-i.,:: ,::· 

• • -: . :··-~:-· ''(:-.!~~J!;-~~'-~-'-~ • • • •• ·~'·_::;--

j ;-.·. ,--:.·,·, ·/: ·; ·Thet· German~ • s. :'· mine f~was :\" the" one ~ feared' the most.. ' Upon 
. . .• .. :.. 

feet and .~)(plode; steel shards, . ball bearings,· bolts, .. and 
.. 

'wh:atever::'-wa's in• them.would reach out and kill or wound: a number 

-□f ~~·~-~: .• :>~J-?~ers·· were the • Schu' mine, and· the 'concrete' mine. 

. . . __ : . : /iJ: ::_~-·,.. . .. 
The • schu~_riline would take off your· 

-:---:: __ ::-
foot when stepped· on, and the 

concrete 1 ~ine wo~id ~~read hunks• of: concrete mixed with steel 

shards_~ ki 11 ing o·r· ~ouri~ ing a_nyone nearby. The anti-tank mine was 

ifo~-v~hicl~s' 6f all t1~~s. Generally, it takes about 250' lbs. 

0 ·pr~s~ure~€~~~et· one· bff,~- so men could work around them- a little 

Most of these wer~ found much 

It ·_is believed the 336th 

- ~ ·: -- •• -"s • ~- • •C- '(._ .'.'.l ,.. ... 1 

• Engin~er~~ • remcived·so~e 20,000 mines from the• beach and .area 

;-'~ 

... ·, ••• _.-···:,""~>t.il)ery"· ·was~absolutely~: horrible, 75mm 

- ··:-· -· -~ .. ·-___ _.~-~~:_:-~l}';~'-~:.. • • 
··shelled-/the~' beach'at ···:·point'"blank: range,· and·· . . .. :' . -::. . . • .; ' . . 

and 88~~~!cannons . . 

. . . • - --- ' 

b~h~nd the b~ach. 
. :: .· 

.Tfui· only defense" against-: the"se f~a'sd'" tci' dig_ in . .. - .. :. . . . ,-:. : . 

the. 



- 26-

not be done, as the enemy had machine gun nests facing our

infantry, holding them on the beach. The 336th had to dodge all

this while continuing its job. When an artillery shell, comes in,

it. whistles and screams; and convinces you that it's you that it

. is going to hit. It's something you can t explain, unless you've

been under fire. Mortars are something else;: they; come in

: sounding like a dove in flight. Most men don t hear this in

battle, but only the "click" it• makes a split second - betore 1t

explodes. a So the sound of mortars is a "click-boom". The worst

place to be is in a forest, for then, if the shells hit the trees

up high and explode, metal rains down on everyone.

* So: on D-day and D1. while our men of the 336th went about

their tasks on the beach and hills, all of this action was taking

place around them... Hit the ground, dive into a hole or ditch,

then back to work. Constant fear, danger, thirst, hunger...a

million things; but the mission was the first thing that had to

be done.. Nothing else mattered...open a road for, tanks, clear

mines, open paths to the sea, this was our reason for being

there. The infantry depended on us. ...they were waiting for us,

and believed we wouldn't let them down.: There is a bond between

combat troops that no one can really describe... but it's there,

we all knew it, and felt it. One will not let the other down.

Engineers are normally, in and out of combat, while infantry goes

in, and stay in, so Combat Engineers behind the infantry will do

everything in their power to support. them.

* There were no eating facilities on the beach, or anywhere in

Normandy. We carried emergency tood rations in our packs tor
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three days; a canteen of water, and an extra bandoleer of ammo.

Everyone's clothes were soaking wet from the sea. As night fell,

it was cold and damp. Fox-holes were wet, you think "what a the
23 hell am I doing here, why me?" You look around and: see all the

dead, and the dying...and thank God for keeping you safe.. You

pray that tomorrow will be better•

**: wYou've never been under an air: attack where you were the

target, but tonight you will be. The Luftwaffe came over and

made af show of trying to get to us and the fleet, but failed.

They managed "to slow us up a bit, and kept others awake: a few

hours. Supplies that were badly needed were beginning to land in

dribbles.: Orders were still out to land only infantry, engineers

*and needed supplies. Hold the rest. You wonder if this is the

real invasion, or a feint. : Will the fleet be there in the

morning, or gone to Calais or someplace else? Please God keep

them here.: You don't know that our commanding general aboard a

cruiser 12 miles off the coast, knows less than you about what is

happening. Communications are really in a mess. Forty-five

years later, the military in Washington still doesn't know what

happened on Omaha beach.: They can only put pieces together from

scant operational reports submitted by the units.

Perhaps it was best, for the individual American soldier,

and junior officers do müch better in the field if the big brass

stay: out sofit: "SNAFU": was: the word I was,:looking for,

(Situation normal, all f--- (up):: From where we stoodyit was a

captain's and major's war, and - we were winning. No insulto is

meant for General:: Omar Bradley, as : he was a Soidiers general,
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and liked by his men•

On top of the F-1 Exit road location was the enemy : strong

point of " Fox. Beach area: : Barbed" wire, mines and the like

protected it; . Two French 75mm guns, and two enclosed mortar

positions, a 37 Gun mounted on 'a fixed tank turret, and a few

machine gun positions. Also very dangerous were the flame

throwers buried along the hills to spread • fire on the advancing

troops, but the fuel tanks were empty, so they were never used.

The last resistance from machine guns overlooking our beach

was ended, leaving only occasional artillery and mortar fire from

the enemy rear coming in on our beach positions. Snipers and

" artillery were still hindering our work; on the hills and beach

area. Supplies of ammunition for the forward troops had become a

serious problem, and so the ammunition taken from fallen soldiers

was sent forward until we could land fresh supplies from the sea.

The beach was being clogged by traffic and supplies that

were not needed. DUKWs: were landing with the wrong loads on

them: Thes beach commander of Fox, while in. communication with

the fleet; commander of supply and landing craft(navy), told him

(the Admiral): that they should hold landing anything on Fox Beach

except a m m u n i t i o n , : engineers, infantry, artillery and heavy

equipment. This began to happen within a short while; and the

beach became alive with the things that were needed. Ammunition,

it: landed, was sent forward to distribution sites, engineer

equipment arrived: and: the congested beach condition cleared.

couldat last see improvement.

Security Platoons of the 336th were ciearing snipers off ine

y , 
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hills with rifle fire. Enemy prisoners were coming in and a

small wire enclosure was prepared to keep them under guard until
the proper personnel arrived to take over. CP's were improved

and marked, wire and radio communications were progressing well.

It began a to look as if we were going to stay a while. Our big
sjob was yet before us. Supply an army with everything they

needed. A complete port facility had to be; made on this beach.
There were no decks here... just sand and rock. " ٢٠٠٠.

• Some older cargo ships appeared, and were sunk in a line in

fronto of the beach to form a breakwater." for small craft to
shelter behind.: The :: SeaBees (Navy) landed and began to put
together steel floating causeways for unloading ships, at sea.
Then: from over the channel huge concrete apartment size buildings

appeared, towed by sea going tugs. These were "Mulberry" (code
name) to be sunk along side the breakwater to form the wall that
would stop the waves and give us a calm bay to work in. Anti-

aircraft gun positions were mounted on their tops to defend them.
They were: so large that is was hard to believe our eyes.

e: By D3 our forward troops had broken out of the bridgehead

and taken N13 road. -We could now start on road improvement, and
supply as well as clearing the dead and getting rid of the beach
obstacles and still active mines. Our Headquarters moved to St.
Honerine, a small village a few miles east of the beach.

D4, A-Company constructed roads: to dumps, and cleared
openings in hedge rows; cleared mines and patrolled the area.
Company built a lateral. road along the beach front, worked on a

cargo transfer point at Exit F-1 entrance, cleared a bivouac area
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for the Naval Beach Battalion, checked cargo, vehicles, personnel

crossing the beach, and patrolled for snipers:: C-Company cleared

mines from the beach area and inland, conducted s patrols for

snipers, and did some cargo work on Fox Red. 9*:w

D5. Transfer point operation improved. " Checking of : per-

sonnel, cargo, and vehicles crossing the beach, policing of the

beach, sign erection, evacuation: of wounded and construction of

roads, etc. In general, the work of the Battalion was to improve

and develop the beach, dump areas, and road network. sm?

D13 (19th June). The 336th was relieved of beach operations

and assigned the duties of constructing and maintaining roads

within the entire Beach area of the 5th ESB, and operation of the

Brigade Transit Area. " However; their cranes plus miscellaneous

equipment remained in operation on. the beach and in the dump

areas. C-Company operated Vehicle and personnel transit areas 3,

4, and 5. Water point operators of H&S Company were now manning

two water points; 12,240 gallons of water was furnished daily.

In addition to above, the 336th furnished operators for

cranes, " trucks, prime movers, bulldozers; air compressors, and

arc-welding equipment on a twenty four hour basis.: Equipment

operators worked 12-hour shifts, seven days: a week. Two rock

crushers were assembled to furnish material for the roads.::

Welders from the: 336th went into production on building for

ist Army tanks: Steel : Shears", rhinoceroses,: these to be used

on the front of tanks to break through hedge rows.: Our machinists

assisted. This device worked out well, and: saved many of our

tanks from destruction by the enemy Scrap steel from the beach
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fortifications was used in this project. c...:

There were just too many job assignments given to: the 336th

to write about all of them.. Build, construct; destroy, clear,

unload cargo, operate heavy equipment, .furnish- water, survey

beach; and hundreds of others. During this period, - most of the

men worked in 14-hour, shifts.:" There was s not time to build any

kind of permanent: shelter for our own troops until much, much

later, as all our energy was put to the job of supplying the

forward troops.

Late in July the 336th was assigned: the responsibility for

unloading all barges of the 5th ESB. These barges were much • like

those we see on rivers in the USA. The assignment included:

1. Unload cargo from barges and Rhino Ferries.

2. Maintain the barges in operating condition.

3. Keep barges painted, provide lights, living quarters,

fenders, unloading chutes, cables, and miscellaneous equipment.

4. Provide crews to operate the barges on a 24 hour basis,

and conduct inspection of same.

5. Keep the Battalions to; which the barges were assigned

notified as to the status of unloading.

6. Assist in mooring the barges to cargo ships; securing to

tugs for movement, and securing to anchors.

:. Safeguard the barges and their cargo at all times. This

included the prevention of pilfering or unloading of cargo by any

except authorized personnel.

On: the 27th of July, 1944 the following Commendation was

received from the Commanding Generai of V Corps:
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Subject: Commendation::: -

* To: Commanding Officer, Provisional Engineer Special

Brigade Group; APO 230 U.S. Army•

= 1. " Confronted with "the necessity of quickly: installing

"Rhinoceroses" on: tanks: and self-propelled tank destroyers, a

request for help was made to the Engineer Special Brigades. This

" request: was promptly and: willingly met."... The workmanship

323 performed was excellent. and as a result units of the Corps were

better prepared for the operation now in progress. The personnel

of the units listed deserve the thanks and commendations of the

units of the Corps as å whole:

147th Engineer Combat Battalion

203rd Engineer Combat Battalion

336th Engineer Combat Battalion

346th Ord. Medium Maint. Company

From: S/L.T. Gerow, T/L.T. Gerow.

Major General, U.S. Army, Commanding

From July to the closing of Omaha Beach, the 336th performed

road maintenance, construction, unloading on beach, barge

operations, transit area duties, and water point operation; I am

sure we have forgotten some, but this will give you the general

scope of our mission: Wherever we were needed,, we served well..

"In: order to grasp the full picture, you must try to

understand how vast the supply operation was. Hundreds of trucks

operating 24 hours a day, seven days a week hauled from the beach

Eo the supply storage dumps. Other trucks (Red Balls) hauling
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from these dumps: forward to the troops and tank battalions.. The

roads were bumper to bumper with trucks wherever you went.

Initially even the 336th trucks and prime movers were used during

the night hours to help the: QM truck companies. Cranes and.,cats

. were unloading or transfering cargo on the beach, while others

were assigned to the various; inland dumps to unload. the filled

cargo nets. ٠٠ ٦ ٢:١

: Hundreds of. tanks and:: self-propelled guns were tearing up

the roads moving forward off the beach to inland areas... The

French: - roads were Small and narrow, mostly graveled or, dirt.

They were not built to stand any: heavy traffic, there were not

enough roads to handle the supplies, incoming troops,: and

equipment. Can you imagine what happens to a road when an entire

division of tanks moves over it at high speed?. Near complete

destruction in a few hours. While tanks are moving on a road, in

convoy, all other vehicles must get off or be pushed in the

ditch. At night, headlights were not permitted as there was

danger. of air attack; so the danger was always with us on the

roadways.

New roads had to be built to handle the traffic, and in some

cases, to shorten the runs to the dumps or the beach. A tank

trail (road) was built for the tanks and self-propelled guns, so

as to protect our main roads, and • keep them clear for supply

trucks.

Imagine, if you can, the gasoline alone needed to keep an

army running, plus the supply trucks that deliver it. Until pipe

fines were buried underground to carry the gas to the forward
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dumps, it all had to be trucked in five-gallon cans. A little

later they began to haul it in gasoline tanker trucks. The roads

had to be watched and maintained on a 24-hour basis. Bulldozers

and graders never got to rest much.: Gravel: had to be. found for

* the road work.: Quarries " were opened and rock: crushers were

assembled and operated by the 336th.

Then the rains came, and the roads required continuous: pa-

trol :for mud holes 'and sinks spots. You can t believe what

happens to the roads in France, when military traffic and rain

meet..:Everything turns to mud; deep, deep mud. " It becomes knee

deep; and near impossible to drive in Drainage ditches: had to

be installed... Sometimes to such an: extent that the : ditches

looked like small rivers or streams. Tons upon tons of gravel had

to be produced and hauled to keep the roads open. By-pass roads

had to be put in at some places where repairs could not be made.

Wet, muddy, damp and getting cold, we wondered if we would ever

see the sun again.

We couldn't. keep our clothes dry, and there was no place to

dry anything out. There wasn't even a dry place for us to eat

our chow. We had not taken time out to build any mess hall yet.

We thought of the men up forward in muddy fox holes, and wondered

how they lived through it. It kept us going another day..:

• Late in June a big: storm hit Omaha Beach from the sea.

Strong winds, and giant waves all along the coastal region. We

had to shut down operations for: several days while this storm

tore' everything to pieces. Our:: "Mulberry" units - were hit and

damaged, the SeaBees floating causeways were liftea out of the

-34-

dumps,·it all had to be trucked in" five-gallon.cans. 

later they began to- haul it in gasoline~tanker: trucks. 

.,.- • had to be· watched" and maintained on a 24-hour basis. 

A. little 

The roads 

Bulidozers 

~-and·gradersJ never·got· to rest m~ch~~ Gravel. had· to be. found for 

Quarries ·-were· opened.'.:: and rock. : crushers:· were 

Then the rains came, and the roads required continuous: pa-

·trol ,,for mud'-· holes· 1 and sink~~·-. spots.:·· You can.'t believe what 

happens? to the: roads= in France~· when military. traffic and rain 

meet. - Everything turns· to mud; deep, deep mud. : It becomes, knee 

deep; and near imj:,ossible'J to drive:'' in--~:' Drainage ditches ·. had to 

be installed~·;~. Sometimes.· to such an:.:c: extent that the·• ditches 

looked like small ~iver~or·streams. Tons upon-tons of gravel had 

to be produced and hauled to keep'. the roads open. By-pass roads 

had to be put in at some places where repairs could not be made. 

Wet, muddy, damp and getti~g cold', we wondered. if we would ever 

see the· sun· again. 

We:couldn:t.· keep our clothes dry, and there was no place to 

dry anything out. There wasn't even a dry place for us to eat 

,_. · our chow. We had not taken time out to build any mess hall yet. 

W~ tho~gh~ of the m•n up forward in muddy fox holes, and wondered 

ho~ they iived through it. It kept us going another day. : 

Late in June a big :. storm: hit Omaha· .. Beach from the sea. 

Strong winds, and gi~nt waves all along the coastal region. We 

had to shut,, down· operations· for: several days while this st;o~m. 

tore' everything! to - pieces .... -·· Our. : .:· Mu 1 berry" uni ts - were _hit, __ ard ' 
d~~agea,• the SeaBee s i loa-cing· causeways were ii ftea .. ou-c::." pf the 



- 35-

1º water and totally destroyed. There was nothing to be done. We

25 just had to stand there and watch the. sea destroy everything.

Ships and small craft: were driven: up on the beach, barges were

#cut loose and beached or blown out to sea in the English channel

" with our crew-men aboarday It took several days for: the Navy to

find them all and bring them back.): The crews were damn happy to

be alive, and most never went back to sea again. The clean up

愛 浜 job started all over; on the beach. Equipment that could still

be used was salvaged, p: and unloading of supplies and personnel

began again. :

The pace had to pick up, as: we were days behind on landing

supplies and replacement: man-power.: War waits for no man, and

the forward dumps: would be running. low on needed : equipment and

supplies. Everyone pitched in and the job got done.•

Now, without: the causeways to bring equipment ashore

directly from the ships, we had to bring all of the small ships

into shore, dry them out, and: unload them on the beach at

transfer points. Somehow it all worked, and soon we were back on

schedule increasing our tonnage. The world never knew what we

went through during the storms, and rains, to get the job done.

Our reward was knowing we did it. The hardships gone through to

get one load . of supplies up to the forward line were sometimes

unbelievable. Patton once said "God I'm proud of these men".

Our officers were thinking the same: about us.: It is remarkable

to remember that these men came from every walk of life. Each had

some skills, but none had ever done the things necessary to get

=nis job done; yet we ail came together as a team, the family
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grew closer, we helped and took care of each other, and were very

proud of each other. We were getting better chow now. now...fresh

bread, cakesp real butter once in a while. If only the sun would

fe." come out, and this damn rain would stop. Oh joy! : We got a movie

set up in an old barn and had a weekly show. Also entertainment

from some band guys in Normandy that toured the area. Things

were looking up, we now had recreation equipment and shows!

- All the recreation equipment for the Brigade was lost at sea

or on the beach, so when the men: had any spare time: there was

nothing to do but loaf around; the 336th ECB was a very: active

group at sports and it was had to bear: "-:

On Jüly 18 the first USO Show was put on in the brigade area

and the 504- Port Band: was reformed and toured the area giving

performances as a GI Show.

A service club for enlisted men was set up in a chateau in

Colleville Sur Mer during late July 1944. On the 4th of August,

1944 it opened. It was called : The Manor Club', and contained

the following:

1. Movie house:

2. 4-Game Room.

3. 2-Reading rooms•

4. 1-Office.: 31477:

5. 1-Kitchen.

6."1-Refreshment

An officers club was also: opened on: 26 August, 1944 in

another Chateau::"(Don't know what was in it, but will bet they

nad lots of booze:
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The Red Cross also had a donut and coffee bar for enlisted

• men at the service club. You paid for the donut, the coffee was

" free. • All these years later your author believes GIs haven't

" forgiven the Red Cross for charging for the donuts..•.:.

Sometime in September or October of 1944, the line companies

began to think of cold: weather. It seemed that we might be

staying here part of the winter. The men had been living in

underground shelters since: the invasion. There had never been

- time to build buildings or some sort of barracks. Some of these

fox-holes: or dugouts in the ground were quite unique... The

company command posts, supply and the like, ..had electric lights

furnished by a generator. Wires generally ran along the ground.

Daily, more and more of the underground living quarters somehow

got tapped into these wires, and lights became the style.

However, as the generators were rated for putting out a limited

amount of power, and as more lights were added, the dimmer all

the rest of the lights became until our electricians walked the

lines and found all the splices. Generally the CO's looked the

other way, and in a few days got additional generators to handle

the load. Some of these dugouts were large enough to sleep two

to four men. They had folding tables, wash basins, and built-in

cots, all the comforts of home except for the damp and cold.

Stoves were made from GI cans, or built from scrap piles or

sunken ships. Some burned diesel oil, and had :. the habit of

blinking out and : on, causing an explosion, waking up. the men

every few hours with fear for their lives.". The motor poo! men

pulit shacks that slept four men. Most were high and dry.

..:: 
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Finally, the companies built large barracks for the line troops

that were equipped with stoves, cots and lights. Mess halls were

also" constructed." It was like being home: again.:: We had dry

blankets, a place to dry out our clothes, and a warm bed to sleep

in. FLASH! ...Just found out that C-Company started on this

building program much earlier than other companies, and beat the

big rains of late sümmer 'and early fall. They had inside; infor-

mation from the French about what the weather would be like.. The

next war, I may move in with them...if: they 11 have me. Found

out where all the ice cream was coming from.. C-Company inherited

the Navy Sea-Bee's ice cream making machine: They kept' it going

around the clock. They had to, for there were a couple guys in

C-Company that ate ice cream with every meal, and in between. It

appears that C-Company, along with doing their regular work, also

had an effective Recon and Scroungers unit that was on the go 24

hours a day. Guess I had better mention here that H&S Company

went to tents quite early too, and beat the rains. Must have

heard C Company talking on the radio.

The main job on the beach continued until well into November

1944, plus maintenance of roads and whatever it took: to supply

two armies. Heavy equipment operators were detached to Cherbourg

for use on dock cranes. Things were moving slow there, as the

Germans really destroyed: the harbor before leaving. Omaha Beach

still held "all the tonnage records for cargo, vehicle, and per-.

sonnel unloading. LSTs were now going up : the Seine river dis-

charging their cargos inland.

Sometime in late August 1944 the first tood suppiy convoy to
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twa armies. Heavy equipment operator-s wer-e detached to Cherbourg 

for u·se· ori dock cranes. Things were moving slow ther~, as the 

Germans really destr-oyed the harbor before leaving. Omaha Beach 

st.1r"l I he.Id •• al 1· the tqnnage· records· for car-go,. vehicle,- and.per--
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Paris was organized to leave the Sth ESB area. " This convoy was

manned by French drivers carrying coffee, beans, and sugar: for

the people of Paris. Nearly 100 French trucks led by one US of-

ficer and a driver. " What a helleof a job. it was to keep them

it together on this one-day - trip to the capital. It must of been

interesting too, considering how long it took to get the officer

wand driver back to our unit./a p

Supply parts for our unit--trucks, : cranes, : and dozers--

became a serious problem too. It was reported that one motor

Sgt.: stopped a military train carrying a piece of heavy eqip-

ment, 'and while her talked to the train crew his men robbed parts

for our needs."' All types of midnights requisitions were used to

keep our stock rolling•

Another good one happened to H&S Water. • The French people

near the water purification units brought fresh water from their

homes for the boys to drink, as they didn't want them to drink

water from the ponds and streams they were using to fill the

purification tanks. After the break-out at St. Lo, gasoline

became a short item... With 3rd Army on the move, gasoline was

rationed to all rear troops, that were hauling supplies, five-

gallons per day per vehicle. There were some days when we really

had to scrätch for ènough gasoline to operate our motor pool.

On the 19th of November 1944, Omaha Beach was closed.. No

more ships came in for unloading of cargo, however: all the beach

dumps,as well as inland: dumps, had to be closed and moved

forward. Our cranes and heavy equipment were: used in support of

chis movement. : The roadwork had to be kept up, there was aiways
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*i" enough work to go around. It seems there was never any rest for

: Engineers, wherever they were.

- C0 Now the men were given more 72-hour passes to Paris and the

na larger cities around our area. Most everyone had ..a chance to get

" to Paris once. • To us: single guys it a meant GIRLS, dancing and

standing up to a bar: and ordering a drink of something good,

sleeping in a bed with white sheets, music, people walking down

we the streets smiling, wearing clothing like we see back home. It

made us think of home, all the thing we missed: so much. There

were so many: places to see, and things to do before the 72-hour

pass was over:. We hardly knew which way to go first. Somehow we

lived through it all and returned to our company in a cold wet

truck. Back from the world to this hole in the mud. What the

hell am I doing here! Tired, broke, and a hang-over that won't

quit throbbing.i You fall in bed.

Some of the men returned in good shape; cleaned up, tie

straight, boots shined; some with arms full of souvenirs to send

or take home. Others came back. looking as though they had. been

to hell and back; clothes torn, bandages on their heads, and eyes

that looked so red you could light a cigarette on them. But all

HẠD
and the time of their lives. They would talk about it for a long

time. After a pass; the movie barn or the service club down the

road just wasn: t the same anymore. There are hundreds of stories

that could be told here, but won't be, as they're probably lies

anyway. It was interesting and fun though, listening to them in

44:845. 1/11 bet that another book could be written/on just the

thoughts going through a lot or minds while reading this book.
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RUMOR DEPARTMENT....Some American Dentist clase to us. was

having trouble at his clinic with the local civilian population

crowding his daily for. treatment of their teeth. He was

overheard at the mess hall saying: "Tomorrow is the last day I 1l

• be treating those civilians, no more after! tomorrow, " Two days

later hewas questioned by another officer on how he made out

"with his problem. He replied: "Yep, got them all stopped, none

of them coming "in bothering me anymore."" How did you do it, he

was asked? Easy he said; "When they pointed out which tooth was

aching, I pulled the tooth next to it. Didn't take ..long for the

word to pass around." Nuff said.
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OPERATION "NEPTUNE" (Invasion) was the largest amphibious
operation in military history. Studies have been made of other

military operations in the past; NEPTUNE made them all look like
minor invasions. Armies of yore generally: lived off: the land
they captured, while the allied troops carried with them ther
own supplies and medical facilities. Replacement of manpower
alone would have stunned these armies. Ini fact, no other army in
the world had ever tried such an operation. The allied planners
under General Eisenhower put together D-Day, and follow-up
operations without reference to the past. Engineer Brigades
helped to establish this plan during their maneuvers held in the
States, and the United Kingdom: It worked for the allied armies.

It worked because of the ingenuity and dedication of the officers
and men on the beaches; and the landing crafts and the personnel

operating them. Constant changes and adjustments were made to
supply our armies. Victory came not only because of the fighting

ability of our armies; but because the enemy never believed we
could supply our armies for such a fast, never stopping break-
out into France and then into Germany.

A good example of this dedication shows on our 5th ESB
beaches. The supplies handled across the beach were:

1. Total cargo landed... •..620,907 tons
Average per day.... ... 4,156 tons

2. Personnel landed... .... 562,705 men
Average per day.. .. .. 3,369 men

3. Vehicles landed.. 75,488 men
Average per day.. ..... 452 men

4. No record was kept for 6 or 7 June 1944
5. This document does not include the ist and 6th ESB

beaches, nor the British beaches.
As we look back on this operation, it brings to mind

the hardships encountered getting on to this beach. The friends
we lost, and the horrible introduction into combat with the

enemy. No one except the men who were there at that time can

inæge what a massive undertaking it was. Historians have thus

': . .. .. , 
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far failed to put the operations together to show the whole-

picture of the invasion. Photographers either failed in their

job, or lost their equipment on landing. As stated before, this

was a battle commanded on the company: and platoon level.. Brigade,
division, corps and army commands, had to sit it out and wait for

the dust to settle. It would take hundreds of people tto sift.

through reports, all the way down to company levels, and then

probably fed to computers to fairly develop a true picture of

Omaha beach. Who cares! We all know it will never be, Placed into

the history books properly. One thing, the 336th Engineers.

Combat Battalion know. We were there, we know what we did and we

are damn proud of every minute of it.... May it never happen.

again.
Prisoners turned over to 302nd M.P.

Company for evacuation.
13 Aug. 1944 250 PWS

14 Aug.1944 250 PWs
20 Aug.1944 500 PWs
31 Aug.1944.5* 500 PWS

Also 2 German Chaplains

Also 2 German doctors
Total PWs 1504

336 ECB Wounded and injured, killed
Wounded and evacuated......22
Not evacuated.............. 3

I n j u r e d   a n d   e v a c u a t e d . ･ ･ ･ ･ ･ 3

" not evacuated... 2

K i l l e d . . . . ･ ｡ 3

Died of wounds..

.:

..3

Landing schedule of 336th; EGB: D-Day:

2nd: tide: Men Veh Tr.. 3rd Tide Men YehaTr.
H&S: Company: 33 57 a 3

A-Company 124-
3..

1 44 21p2 2

B-Company 63
3 1 10118 : 2

-43-· 

far failed to·::put.. the operations together to show the. whole-
1.. •• • . 

. ' 

picture of the invasion. Photographers either failed in their 

job,' dr lo_sf; their-- equipment' on lar;iding~:- As stated b.12!'?re, this 

was a batt~r:? commanded on'f the· companyr and~. platoon. l ey~_l_~·-, B_c ~gade, 

divisio_n~,;·c:orps and army: commands,~ t,ad•. tq ?.~_t it out_ ':'in?, Wei~ t __ . for 

It would·take·,hundreds'. of peopl~ to. sift~ 
. ', . • ... ~- ,. - • t.. .... ' 

the dus~ to.settle. 

throu~~~-ports~ a11··the ~ay down:~o. company levels,~and then~ 
, . . . . .... ~ . ..: ·-.... 

,, ·~ ·t:irobi3tfr:i'.: ;e~- to computers. 'to. fairly.-. develop. a true picture. of,. 
~ ~-i ., .. :. '· ;. • • ,..;, '-·~ 

OrriaHa beach. Who cares!~ We··all know. it~ .. will; never_ be~ placed into 
• • .t, . , .. l • 

t~e • histo~y·_ books properly.,.~, One thi,ng, th·e 336th Engi_nee_r:-s_. .-. 

;,:-· c·omba t' Bat talion know. We. were· there·,,. we: know what ,w_e d_i_d. aE,d we 

are, damn' pr-cud of every minute of. it •... May it· never: happep~
1

. 

again.' 

• Prisoner-s· turned over to 302nd M.P. 

Compa·n·,y_· for e·va~uation. :c· 

1·3- Aug·.-,J-1944 '(~ 

.14 Aug.1944, : 

20 Aug .1944 :. : 

31 Aug .1944 .f.;,, ,. .. 

250 

250 

500 

500 

Also 2 German. Chaplains 

Also 2 Germa~ doctors 

Total PWs 1504 '··:·.,;: ,,. 

----.---------~ -.· ·--~ 

PWs 

Pws·.:,·, .. 

PWs. :: t;:·. 

PWs 

. . . ·-

336 ECB Wounded and~i~jured, killed. 

Wounded and evacuated~;; ••• 22 

Not evacuated .........•...• 3 

InjOred and evacuated.~•~•• 3 

" • -' .-•. "·/ '.~ not~' evacuated ••• 2 

Ki l 1 e d . •. ;~ -~ .. .- .. • ... • . • . . ~ . . . 3 

Died· of--, wounds;--.-; •....•.•.. 3 

" 

: ! .=-.:. 

•• ~::t~:::_;i_}_~_:_:~.GrM=e~n=~ v3:6h·_t·h_.T~_: Er-. G. B.·-·.' D-~ay: 
·.:. ,-., .--. . . ._ 3[d·-Tide_.;.,::,.Me!1· ... Y.,eti \·:~Tr../ ... ,_ .. ,. 

,-,, H&S·. C6mp~ny'{ . 33 O.,.": 0. . 5?;_ ··~' i:. . ◊·::· 
A.'-Ccimpariy. ·j·'s ., 124··. 

. , sLcb'mpan y;: ;·;; · _ .. • .. :· 63t-., · 

3 .- 1.. 2 ,44 21 ,. 
; •• ,., ., !,'1 . 

. 10 l 18 .,, r:, ,'.?,: _ 



-44-

C-Company :: * 121 " "2 1: : 43 20 : 2

٠ ١٠

"About the 21 of December, 1944 the alert and move orders
were received for the 336th to move from the beach: areas forward.
We would join the ist army again the: forward area.. The 5th. ESB
had released us. Some of the men were at a movie in the old
barm, some wee in the company areas, while others were at work,
when the move order was passed down.: Two hours to pack and move
out. We were needed some place else in a hurry. Light field
packs with bare necessities; rifle, bayonet, helmets, etc.Pack
the rest in your duffle bagi..it stays behind. Roll in two hours,
load up and pull out. No one seems to know where we are going,

and later it proves that either we were lost, or, as usual the

brass had changed their minds, and we were the last to find out.
The trip forward was terrible. It was snowing and sleeting,

and the roads were slick. There were a number of fender benders
en route. A-company too the point, and the 336th ended. up near
the Liege, Belgium area, unloaded and started walking towards a
wooded area where gunfire could be heard. Snow was above our

ankles, and the temperature neat zero.: An officer caught up with
us, and after discussed we were told to get the hell out of.:
there. We were in the wrong place. Orders had been changed, and
we were going back to a location near Paris. You never saw a

group get loaded and out of a place as fast as we did. As we
remember at this time in our lives, the whole battalion did not
move up to this area.

All returned to the Paris area, some went into Paris, and
overnight shelter was found for the men. The trucks that got
deep into Paris had a wonderful night on the town. The following

day all units exited Paris and formed at or around Cabourg or
Corbell, France, just south of Paris. We did get a turkey dinner
at Christmas, though. As we did not have any stoves with us, the
turkeys were sent out to the bakeries to be cooked. Then they
were lost, no one knew which shops they had been taken to. Found

at last, they were promptly eaten. Some of the men managed to
get hold of a little wine, so our Christmas looked a lot better
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as we went to sleep.
The new mission was to form a defensive line with other:

Engineer battalions, around the eastern approach to Paris. Road

blocks, bridge guards, etc. It' was thought by someone higher up
that German paratroopers (dressed as Americans) wee trying to get

to the SHAEF HQ. and kill or capture our high brass.: Of course;
it was out of the qüestion, but so was the Bulge, and a -

precaution had to be taken. This mission lasted a little over a

week and the stay was enjoyed, as most of the men lived in French
3^3 *a 49

chateaus.
There was some humor in this stay. Two well known officers

slipped into Paris for an afternoon of sipping wine and spirits.
On their return trip, while riding along the road on the out-

skirts of Paris, they started/ to sing German songs: A road block
•of French halted them at gun point. After a iengthy explanation
that they were American officers returning to their units, they

were allowed to leave. It was a good thing the guards did not
ask for I.D's since one of the officers had a real German name.

"The 6 Jan 1945 we received orders to move north to the 9th
army area. We moved to Heerlen, Overbrook and Spekholzerheld,

Hoiland. We were assigned to. work in the 9th Army's rear area.
Most of us settled in Dutch schoolhouses, out of the bad weather.
It lasted about two weeks, and then we were ordered to move up to

the front and relieve part of the 102nd Infantry at Suggarath,

Germany. We formed a defensive line on the side of a "V", with
the: British on the other side. We were about to learn all over

again what combat and shell fire was like. This town was utterly
destroyed. Basements were used for shelter, although some of the

troops did get to stay in existing houses above ground. " Mess and

supplies had to be trucked in daily, but we did receive warm

chow, even though it was hard to get to once in a while due to
shelling. The Germans had the advantage of being able to shell

us at will." Scouting and patrolling were conducted daily but no
attack was initiated by us.: We were in a holding position. One

night when Company "A" was stationed on the front lines near

Suggarath I was C.Q. for the night. We had the 102nd on the
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right and a British outfit on the left. We had telephone

communications all along the line. During the night our boys

were firing their machine guns indiscriminately; just trigger

happy. Some time during then night the phone rang and some:
British character on the other end said " I say old boy, your:

fifty caliber, machine gun is firing over: our C.P. " It's a bit

trifling, you know." His jesting manner, of speech made me fall

out of the chair with laughter. I sent someone out to quiet the

boys down. About 5.a.m. the British opened up with their 25

pounders and the 102nd with 105's. They laid down a terrific

barrage for what seemed , like hours. The same character came back

on the phone and said "I say, old boy, how did you like the show?

We are having a bit of a go at it, you know.". Had to be British

non-coms, their officers had no sense of humor.
There was a lot of snow up there. I shot a rabbit one day,

and an old sergeant who had served in World War 1, in the
cavalry, cooked it for me. :

I remember picking up some hoes, rakes and shovels from a
store in Geilenkirchen, Germany, near Suggarath and carrying them

back to a Dutch farmer right outside of Heerlen, Holland.! The
farmer had a daughter. So? There were lots of interesting things

happening here.: We were new in combat again, and trigger happy.
One Company expended quite a bit of machine gun ammo one night
and the next day some 5000 rounds of ammo was seen going up to

that company area.
We stayed on this mission for about two weeks, and then we

were relieved by the 102nd Infantry Division. Al wee happy to
get back to Holland again.

During our stay in Holland, more winter clothing was issued.
Oh yes! We were issued the new army sleeping back, known as the
"Fait Sack.", It was quite a warm sleeping bag, once you got it
together. = The squad sergeants held meetings to show everyone how
to assemble it and use it. We did not like it at first. We never

liked anything new. It was unsafe, you couldn't get out of it in
a hurry.: It made you feel restricted inside. Dozens of reason

why we should not use it. But use it we did. A squad enticed a
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sergeant to get inside and demonstrate how it worked. While he
did this; the men quickly tied him up, and hung him in a
cloakroom.: The chow whistle blew and off went the, squad to eat.

Need it be said that no one in that squad got into his "Fart
Sack" for several weeks. And not until they were sure the -
sergeant was fast asleep. Just a family squabble, no hard

feelings®
From Holland we moved into Germany via: the Siegfried Line to

Aachen, Brand area, where we worked on rear area projects and

maintenance. Then back to Holland again.!. Holland became"a home
away from home for us, and we go to know the people well. When
we stood guard at night the Dutch ladies would come out of their
houses at all hours to give each guard a cup of chocolate and
cookie: It was very cold in Holland. Some of the men got to.

attend Dutch dances. The girls were very much like American
girls, and they spoke better English than we did.

The Dutch children were adopted by us at once. They weRE
very happy, smiling kids, and they liked us too... especially our
gum and candy.. We seemed to always have extra sweets to give to
them. Boy; they were good at snowballing. Many were the snow
wars fought. between us.: They would never give up. American

soldiers loved children, and wherever they went (even into
Germany) they would share everything with the children. I

believe this went back to the thirties when we all faced hard
times. Most G.I.'s knew what it was like to go without things
when they were young •

• The Germans stripped Holland of everything. The Dutch
people were on a near starvation diet, and they were not allowed
to hold any gatherings while under German occupation. It was

like being in prison.:: They were, very happy that the Americans
came:? We soon noticed that some Dutch women had their hair cut

off. We found that they had been punished by their neighbors, for
being too close with the Germans. - Soon the movie houses opened

and GI: 5 flocked to them. We had a neighborhood church close by,
and services were; held for us. It was like being at home. All
of these nice things had an effect on the GI's... It made them

-4 7.:.. i 
.. • 1.- -·· 

sergeant to get inside and demonstrate how it worked. While he 

did' this;:: the .. men. quickly tied.-,him up,, and. ~ung h_im-in a 

cloakroom. ' The' chow whistle., blew_: and _af .. t~ went,, the).squad ,t:..o. eat. 

Need it .. be, said.: that .no one in· that squad got-.into his ."Fart . ... . ., - .. -· . · ....... ,• .. 

Sack'!.··for several weeks .. And not until:,,.'l;_he_y,.:_~ere_ ~ur:e, the;:. 

sergean~ was fas~asleep. Jus~ a family~ squabbl~,. no,...hard 

From Holland we moved into Germany via-the Siegfried Line to 
• • I ,. • •• •· " •-•· • 

Aachen; Brand. area, where we worked on rear.area projects and. 
• . ~- • • • •••• t ' • .. •. ' • . . . \ • ~.' . --· 

m·aintenance. Then back,_to Holland_. again.,._, .. Holland .. _becal!le .. a h_ome . - ,, .. - ,_, . . .• -~ .... 

. awav from home for· us, and w~ go,to_know _the peopleJ~~ll~ When 

we- stood guard, at night the Dutch ladie~ _woul<;l,_come out of their 

houses at:'all:, hours to give eac;h guard _a cup ___ .o:f_ cho~ol~te and. a 

~oo~i~; . It-was~very cold in Holland.: Some of,the me~·g?t,to. 

attend Dutc~dances~.The girls we~e very _much li~e ~meri~an 

'girl~~ and they spoke better English.than we.did. 
-~~; 

_!~The·Dutch children were adopted_by us-at once. They we~t 

very happy, smiling kids, and they- liked us too ... especially our 

g~m and·c~ndy. We seemed to always have extra sweets to giv~ to 

them~~ Boy~_th~y were good at snowballing .. _ Many_were the snow 

wars· fought, between us. • They would never g_ive up. American 

soldiers loved_children, and wherever they went. (even into 

Germany)· they· would share everything with; the chi 1 drl?n. I 

believe this went back ta the thirties when we all faced hard 

times·~ Most G.I.:s. knew what it was like to go without things 

when, they were- young. 
-------·-

:-The Germa~s stripped Holland of everything., The Dutch 

people were· or:i:_ a. near, starvation diet, and-. they. were not. al lowed .. . . • ' 

to·· ho l_ d any gatherings whi 1 e under German.- occ_upa tio_n ... l t was 
·.·. :· . 

1 ike'- bf;i-ng in· prison •. ' 2 They were;, very !'appy _that. __ th_e .. _Af'!~_r,i_f,~!;~ 
-~ ;': 

earner'./•. We.:: soon noticed that some-- Dutch women had their.,~hair cut 

of~·';~,/~-~/·f:6~.n~~ t~at. they, had_·. be·e~ punis.he-~,._by •. ~~ei:~:·'~~
7l~,~~~~s':· for 

:: : "!'/~of Ei~::: t:.~i}!f ::~"I:~•:~; :~t~-:: g ~:=~ ~::::~~~=;:~s c-;:::~:Y, 

and· serv{~~s_;we·,:-~;, held for ~s. - It was like. beina. at home .. All 

of these/~i~-~;_?~~.1.ngs···: -~·a.d an. ef-fec to on the.·. GI/~ .. , ~It mad·~- them 
,_r-."-._. 



- 4 8 = 元

homesick.
We worked on a few maintenance and construction projects s

throughout Holland." Some of the men went to schools for. bridge

building, and various other things. : One company even built at

prison from a school house. Upon completion they found out that

it was for American prisoners. It is rumored that several wire

snipers wee left behind where they could be found. Never heard

if there was an escape there or not, but there was a tool

corporal left wondering what happened to his snipers. It is..

believed that B-Company stayed in Germany during this period.

A littlé Dutch girl ran out from between two buildings into

one of our trücks in convoy, and was badly injured. We thought

it was a boy, so we took the child to our army hospital for....

treatment, where it was discovered that the "he" was a she.. They

guys in the ward would not let them take her away, so she stayed

for a couple of weeks in the ward and was spoiled.. Our guys took

up a collection of candy bars, etc. and filled a basket. Boy, did

her eyes pop when "she saw them. She had a lot of visitors from

our outfit during her stay in the hospital: All worked out for

her just fine, and she did not have any permanent injuries.
-

When the Germans left Holland, they took nearly all of the

bicycles with them, as this was the main method of :

transportation, and it hurt very much for these people to be

without their bikes. Later, as the 336th got into Germany, some

of the units came across enemy stores of bikes. They loaded

trucks with all of the good ones and took them back to holland.

We called these trips, "free bikes for the Dutch", • You can't

imagine the reception we received from these people, as the bikes

were handed off the trucks. Of course, these little trips were

made on the Q.T, but the grapevine has it that some of the

officers knew and looked the other way: How about those side

trips to Belgium for a scoop of ice cream, served on a piece of

paper, for 3 francs? It was little things like that kept smiles

'on GI faces. Nor can we forget how these people would wash our

Clothes and press them just for the bar of soap so that they

could wash their own clothes. How does one try to make an
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American housewife understand what it was like to do without

soap. Without perfumed hand soap, makeup, toothpaste, and

material for clothing. The Germans took everything for use in

their own, country.There was so much suffering, it would take

pages to cover it all. Let's just say that they stood up to it,

faced it bravely until liberation came to Holland. e

* We moved forward again to support the Rhine crossing near

Geldern-Wallach area. The battalion established a forward bridge

dump south of Wesel (upstream) and helped bridge the Rhine. Our

heavy equipment helped bring forward large naval craft to carry

men and tanks across the river, and our cranes unloaded the craft

and put them into the river while under fire. (LCVPs). We used

the tank retrievers to carry the boats. Near here, one company,

while checking the area. for mines etc., found buried treasure.

Scotch; hand soap, wine and German naval uniforms. Even under

manure piles. A visiting battalion officer, upon approaching,

thought we had a town full of mines and booby traps, until he was

offered a drink. Believe me, even the officers wee probing that

day. The Germans must have left in a hurry to have left behind

such precious items. In the excitement a small German recon.

plane flew over twice, but everyone was to busy to care.

Some of our men with boat experience were detached and sent

to group to operate assault and storm boats for the Wesel

crossing, with the 30th Infantry division. Motor boats were used

to take the troops across.. What an experience; they were happy

to get back home to the 336th.: No wounded men, but their boat

was sunk by mortar fire after several crossings.
About April 7 1945 the 336th crossed the Rhine at Wesel,

Germany: and moved to the area of Dorsten-Lembeck, Germany•

Regular road maintenance and construction was done here with one

exception. A-Company built a 320 ft. fixed, wooden trestle

bridge: : Construction took six days. It even had a walkway for

people on one side. What was not known at the time was there

were: 32,000 Germans just south of us; a pocket left by advancing

troops: We never saw them.
We worked in the rear area of the 9th Army for some time.
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There "is little rest for Engineers any place. Roads,

construction, mine removable and booby traps had to be taken care
of. One never knew from one minute to the next when there were
orders to go forward. We were amphibious engineers, and there
was always öne more river to cross.

Our next move took us north east through Hannover to s.
Wolfsburg, Germany. This is where the Volkswagen cars were

manufactured before and after the war, When we arrived the:
assembly line still had some jeeps on it, partially assembled.
Well, you guessed right, our boys had to make up a few to play.
around with. It seemed"that the manager of this plant had worked
for Ford in USA during the thirties, and upon returning to
Germany, was given this plant by Hitler in order to produce

vehicles for the German army.: He spoke a near perfect English
and wanted to get along well with the Americans.

Having moved into this area after a long trip, our knowledge
of the enemy whereabouts was very limited. Unknown to us, we were

again facing a large enemy force just outside of the town.. Early
in the morning of our first night in German barracks, we were

driven out of town by an attacking force of infantry and tanks. A
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small river or stream. Our machine guns were set up, bazookas
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forced to piece together the burned bodies and give them a proper
burial in marked graves. Guards were placed to be sure it was.
done right. I don't believe any of us will ever forget the sight.
Most: of us were sick. Is. っ た い

Another: of the enemy's bad tricks;:They strung wires across
some small roads so that when Jeeps came down these roads with
their windshields down, the wires would decapitate the drivers
and the passengers. Our guys in: the motor pools built and
installed steel grabbers on the front. bumpers of all: of our jeeps
so that: these wires could not reach the seat area of the jeeps.
However, none of our drivers ever reported having seen one of
these wires or cables. One of our 336th trucks did come in with
a magnetic mine attached to the underside of a running board,
driver's side. After that, it was common practice to see drivers
inspecting the underside of their trucks and jeeps.

The battalion moved north through Uelsen, Germany to the
area of. Lüneberg-Bleckede, near the Elbe river. This would be
our last combat of the war. C-Company was assigned to the job of
bridging the Elbe river, with one platoon from A-Company. The

1000th Treadway Bridge Company would help also. The Battalion
acted in support.": A-Company's motor section with supporting

equipment loaded was shelled a short distance from the bridge
site. One man was mortally wounded, and another was wounded in
the hand. This was heartbreaking to all of us. The last shelling
of the war for us, our last battle and we had lost a dear friend
that was with the battalion from the beginning. The wounded man
recovered and is still actively with or association.

We crossed the Elbe on this bridge and moved towards
Boizenburg, Germany less than 200 miles from Berlin. We had,

however, been closer to the German capital when we were at: "
Gardenlegen, Germany (130 miles), We were told to be on the ...
lookout for groups of enemy soldiers wanting to surrender.. ang

Caution was to be used in our forward movement to handle whatever
happened en route. Well now, around the next curve was a German
convoy with tanks. We stopped, a jeep went forward to investigate
and found that they needed gas to continue to our rear... They had
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quit fighting. IT WAS OVER. We gave them fuel: and directions and
continued on our way. I don't have to tell you, it was might

eery passing the enemy convoy on that. road. (They were still
armed.) The farther we went, the more of the enemy we sighted,

all coming in to surrender. We could hardly move on the road,
there wee, so many Germans moving by us. After some hours, we t
arrived at Boizenburg, Germany...We were not prepared for our
next meeting.. (we thought we had seen everything in this war).

Around the next little curve on the main street in

Boizenburg we wee met by a group of, American-British-French.

prisoners. I don/t remember how many, but there were hundreds of

them, half starved, some in rags, and mighty happy to see us. One

of them yelled "Where the hell have you guys been? What took you

so long to get here?" What a joyous meeting it was. We were

warned by them not to get too close, as they still had lice.

They were hungry, starved, wanted food. We had to be careful

what we gave them to eat, as some of them were in bad shape. We

pulled off and made camp in nearby buildings, and began the job

of taking care of them. :
The Battalion went on short rations so that we could feed

them. We dug out our duffle bags and got them dressed up, after

showers and de-lousing... Our medical staff gave instructions on

what we could feed them, and every one pitched in to help. We
had a helluva time keeping them from booze or food that could

kill them. I don't remember where we took them or much else,
except that we were happy for them and made them feel at home.

We also discovered a forced. labor camp in this city of
Schwerin. Men and women from all over Europe taken from their

homes and interned to work for the Germans. They were in a large
fenced in wire. Camp. They lived in unbelievably crowded

buildings. Bunk beds were four, and five high. However, this
group was in better health than most we had seen before. We

couldn't do much to help these people, except notify the proper
1 people at; HQ. «0S

...Day after day the enemy marched past our buildings.

Thousands of them.: They did not want to be captured by the
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Russians.. It was an eery feeling watching this. We numbered about

600 to 700 men, while they numbered about 118,000, plus the enemy

that was facing on the Elbe crossing. (All were armed, too.)

What to do, how to handle such a vast number. Just hold your

breath and pray they don't turn on you.
One of our boys: found that the forced labor camp across the

street from our building had a shower with hot water. Saying

nothing to the others he tiptoed over and partook of this

heavenly gift, singing and lathering. What a day! Upon rinsing

the soap from his eyes he found he was surrounded by five or six

young ladies also taking showers.".
While watching these Germans marching by, some of the men

spotted what looked like a large formation of officers

approaching• Upon stopping the group, one of the German Captains

came forward speaking good English. He informed our men that.

Lt.General von Tuttlesprech, commanding officer of the German

13th Army Corp. wa standing next to them, and wanted to surrender

to an American officer. The aide and the General were taken to A-

Company's command post, where Lt.FRed Welch met them and informed

the company commander that we had an Army Corp. surrendering to

us. Captain Lothspeich met the General and agreed to take him to

General Montgomery's HG at Luneberg, Germany. Lt. Welch was to

search them and remove items of value to us, but in the

excitement forgot to do so, and the British got the pistols etc.

from the General and aide. Once again the reporters and

historians missed the 336th in their hour of glory. (Lothspeich

got the General's hat).
We were attached to the XV111 Airborne Corps. of the Ninth

Army here. We were working with the 7th Armored Division and the

8th Infantry Division.. Don't know where the hell they were.

during all this enemy movement, for we wee all alone in. the midst

of the enemy..".-
: The 336th was in the Russian zone of occupation across the

Elbe River. They (the Russians) soon let us know that they

wanted us out of there, and soon. We stayed. They did not like

us, and we didn't like them. It was like that from the start.
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There were a few incidents with Russian soldiers too. They :

thought they could bully us, but after a few scraps we had no

more trouble with them. Our honor was upheld, it was our town.
'While at Boizenburg, surveys of the entire area were made

and maps produced. Also, our trucks were used to transport.
civilians, as well as office equipment and documents of every

kind to Bonn, Germany, Don't: know to this day what the deal was,

but they must have been important people.?
The feeling of the 336th were very mixed at this time. The

fighting was over in Europe, but we were deep in Germany
surrounded by hundreds of thousands of enemy troops. Could this

be a trap? Would we be attacked from the rear? Rumors flew
around like wildfire. Would we be sent to the Pacific to fight
Japs? The uncertainty of our future was on the minds of;::

everyone. Rumors indicated that old timers might leave the

outfit,' and the younger man (replacements) would go to the
Pacific. We wee also facing a very hostile Russian force. They

were ragged looking, but a battle proven force. We knew right

then, the truth about the Russians. They raped the women, and
looted everything of value, and removed all type to machinery to

ship back to Russia.
We were not entirely innocent of looting, but limited it

mostly to booze, automobiles, fresh eggs and small souvenirs to

take home. I believe that when we left Boizenburg, it was a

nearly dry town. You could see fear in the eyes of the

townspeople at the knowledge that soon the Russians would occupy

the entire town. Many civilians left to head west into other
occupation area, in order to escape the Russians.

Now I must comment on the conditions regarding food supplies
for civilians. They didn't have much of anything. It was a

common sight to see the women and children stand in line by our

garbage cans when we were through dumping scraps from our mess

kits. They would clean out the garbage cans and leave them as
clean as a whistle. It was difficult for our boys to eat and

watch this. I believe a lot of the men actually dumped extra

garbage, so these civilians could have it.
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The children would stand near us while we were eating,

watching every spoonful of food going into our mouths. Each

carried a small can of some type in hopes of getting something to

eat. Our hearts went out to them. Many of our boys could not

stand to see this. They would eat a little and give the children

the rest. I had obseryed on several occasions men just handing

out their complete mess kits filled with food to a child. There

was no way we could feed all of these children as our supply line

was Long, and we did not have enough food to do this. We did the

best we couldto share with the young ones. Don't believe we had

any of our emergency rations left when we left the town. It-

really bothered American soldiers to see children suffer so.

.. When war, ended in Germany we stopped taking things from

people unless we paid for them. Soap, food, sweets, all made

good trade items How our supply section ever kept up with our

trading, I will never know•
* The non-fraternization rule was still in effect, but I don't

really think many of us paid much attention to it, unless the MPs

were around. The German people treated us kindly and with
friendship. Most American returned this gesture.
An incident happened while at Boizenburg. The first day,

while searching a rather wealthy home, the man of the house
appeared to meet our boys. He was partly shaved. After the

search, and all dangerous alcoholic beverages were removed from

the house, it was discovered that somehow the German's razor, a

strop and brush had been taken by mistake. Nuf said. Another

quite amusing one was: A couple of the boys got a little full of

local wine, stopped in a local barn to sleep it off. In the :
morning when they awoke, there they were lying among twenty or

thirty armed German soldiers, also asleep.

We left Boizenburg on the Elbe and the Russian Zone the last

of May 1945. We proceed to Elze, Germany and eventually to the

French zone. The companies were again separated pursuing
different projects. Battalion Headquarters was located in

Bitburg and the Companies were spread between there and Trier.

We were cleaning up the area, dismantling Bailey bridges and all
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Don't believe we. had 
' I , ~~ -. ~~ .: .• 

_,_a~y q_:f _our emergeric_x rations _lef:t ~rien we __ lef_t._th~, town. It., 

re~lly bothered- Ame~ican soldiers. to see children suffer so. 
• . '.•. • • ' ' ";;t ' .... • •.- _., • • . • • • • .. • f' • ,, t· 

_ - , -~-_When _war: endeq in_ Ge_rm~~Y _we _ s_topped taking things f_'.o_m·:·~---

people, _u,n less we paid for them._ Soap_, food, sweets,, a_l? _mad_e 

good,trade items. , How~our supply section ever kept up with our 
... • • • : • .. ..... .:..·· :· ·.-· 1 -··. ~ • • J, ' 

trading,/I;wiil.,,_~ev~r.,.-k~o~.. . ·-_. ... r· 

~Th~. non-fraternization rule was still in effe~t, but I don't 
~ :' :: - • ·- ! '. . • • • • ' • 

real 1 Y,-. think_ many.,_of_. us paid. much attention_ to it, u_r,l,ess the MPs 

wer~ around._-' The ~erman people treated us kindly and with 

friendship. Most Am~rica~ returned thi~ ~esture. 

An incide~t happened while at.~oizenburg. The first day, 

while .searching a rat;her wealthy home,, the man of the house 

appeared to m~et our boys. H~ was partly shaved~ After the 

search, and ~11 dangerous alcoholic beverages were removed_ from 

the house, it was discovered that· somehow the German's razor, a 

strop and brush had been taken_ by mistake. Nuf said •. Another 

quite amusing one was: A ~ouple of the boys got a littl~ full of 

local wine, stopped in a local barn to sleep it off. In the. ,. 

morning when. they awoke, there they were lying among twenty or 

thirty armed German soldiers, also asleep. 

W~ left Boizenburg on the Elbe and the Russian Zen~ the la~t 
·-·' 

of May.1945·~ We procee_d to Elze, Germany and eventu~i'iv to,the 

--Fr~~~h_ ·zone~. The companies were again separated pu;·: 5~,i~~/.-.:'.,_·::-·=._: 
' .'·-->:-.. ~ -~·~· :.·;··: . . ...... -. -~ ➔:· • • • • . --~. : _ _-. : f ·.-:-\;:::..·~:-" • . . .·:. • 

di~ fef_e,r:i t- P':'<=:1j es ts. Battalion Headquarter:~:·.-~as l oc:a_~e-d in.--:-_,::_: 

Bi tb\~~~:·_ ~~d •• ~-h~-•c.bmpan ies were s □ read bet~J~l:: t~il~"-\J~,;~t~:}}{~r. 
,~·~ we~;- -~i~~-n-f~g-u~_\hf)r-e~, ~ismantli~g Bi~\~y-_.·:·~;:Jdge~· and all 

• 0 • •• .. •,: ... .:::- I 
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sorts of engineering jobs. One job not exactly welcomed was
providing a grave registration unit with a mine removal detail to

search along the Saar river basin for bodies left behind by
Patton's Army during the fighting.

In late June the entre outfit was transferred from French
žone to American zone. Scattered from Wurzburg to Nuremberg.
Before we left the French zone the point system for eligibility
to be shipped home to the States had been put into operation.
The Battalion was beginning to lose officers and enlisted men who
became eligible. By the time we reached the American zone, men
were being shipped out rapidly and replaced by men from another

outfit. We continued doing engineering jobs in the area We were
overseeing German works such as sawmills, CO= Gas plant and other
operations. The middle of August we moved into Nuremberg: The
future home of the war crime trials. We proceeded to supervise

the work of cleaning up the city. We had a quartermaster truck
outfit attached to us to haul away the rubble. We had over one
thousand German POWs in a stockade to draw any skill, from

carpenter to plumber: We worked on the roof of the hospital and
the war crime trial building. We concentrated on a residential
area to house the dignitaries who would later conduct the trial.

By the end of September there were three officers and only a
few enlisted men left in the battalion.: All had been shipped
out, home to the States on their way. The 336th Engineer Combat

Battalion had accomplished its mission. The men of the 336th
could be proud that they had accomplished every mission they had

been assigned from Omaha Beach to Nuremberg, Germany where it all
ended.

-
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Miscellaneous Craft

1 AGC (Flagship)
1 DD (Relief Flagship)
1 ISD

15 USCG Rescue Craft
9 Dispatch Boats
1 PT (Dispatch Boat - Flag)

5. Theships and craft together with the Army forces assigned
to Assault Force "n" were organized into the following Task Groups:-

(a) Landing Force ･ ･ ･ ･   ( 1 2 / . 1 )

(b) Shore Party (124.2)

(c) Assault Group 0-1 (124.3)

(a) Assault Group 0-2 (124•4)

(e) Assault Group 0-3 (12%.5)

£ 
€

 
¢
 

5 Assault Group 0-4 • (121.6)

Escorts .. (12/.7)

Gunfire Sunport Crait (12/8)

Bombardment Group (12/.9)

( Sweeper Group : (12/.10)
(k)
(1)

Far Shore Service Group OMARA (12/.11)

Dispatch Boats. (121,.12)

(m) Rescue Vessels. (12l,.13)

6. The Landing Force was composed of elements of the V Corps,
U.S. Army and included the First U.S. Infantry Division, Reinforced,
less the 26th Regimental Combat Ieam, plus the 116tu Regimental Connat
Team, the 11.5th Regimental Conhat Team, and the 2d and 5th Ranger Bet-

talions. This Force was supported by a Shore Party consisting of 2/3ds
of the 5th Engineer Special Brigade, 1/3d of the 6th Engineer Special
Brigade, and the Provisional Engineer Special Brigade Group Comrander
and Staff. Also included in the Shore Party were 2/3ds of the 6th Naval
Beach Battalion and 1/3d of the 7th Naval Beach Battalion.. The renainder
of the V Corps, and the remainder of the Engineer Special Brigade Group,
and of the 6th and 7th Naval Beach Battalions comprised the Landing Force
and Shore Party of Force "B" which landed on the same beach as Force "C".

7. The Landing Attack Plan was as follows: The 16th RCT attacked
on the left on Beaches FOX GRoill and FASY KID with two battalions in
assault and one following. The l16th RCT attacked on the right with tro
battalions in assault and one following, on Beaches EASY Grank, D01 KeD,
DOG WHITE, and DOG GREL. One assault battalion of the ll6th RCT landed
three connenies abreast on Beaches EASY GREN, DOG RID and DOG WHITE; the
other landed three companies in column on Beach DOG GREEN. Nine of the

twelve companies of the 2d and 5th Ranger Battalions landed on Beach DiG
GREEN while the remaining three nger compenies landed on the POINT: DU
Hat in Sector CHARLIE to capture an eneny battery located there which
threatened the Iransport Area. The 18th RCT landed irmediately after the
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5. The _ships and craft toeet}:ler .. ,with the Arnry_ .(oi:ces assi&ned 
to As~au.lt Fo·rce'- ~•011•• were creanized. into-, the. foilowing.~,T~sk .. Grou~ 1-

{a) 
(b) 
Cc) 
(d) 
(e) 
(r) 
(e) 

. ··-:~-~-t: :.: • 

I.andina Forc~>h ••• 
Shore Party ~·-·: ~'',--. . 
Assault Group' 0~1· . 
Assault· Group 0~2. 
Assault Group 0-3:. 
A·ssau.l t Group 0-1+ • 
Escorts·."."-·~ .. ~·--. 

• • • • . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • . . . . . • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • . . • • 

.- . . . . . . 
(h) Gunfire Su:-iport Craft ••••.••••• 
(1) Bombardment· Grou·p· • • •••••.••.• : • 
( j) Sweeper Grouy,:' i • -.= . ~--. . . . . . . . . . . 
(k) Far SHore Se.Nice Group Cl4AEA • • • • • • 
(1) _: Dispatch Boats!~ _- • · ••••••. : • •.• • •• 
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(l21 •. 1) 
( 124. 2) 
(124.3) 
{12/.:.4) 
(V.J+·• 5) 
(121► .6) 
(121~.7) 
(i?.J •• 6) 
( 121► • 9) 
( 121 •• 10}· 
021~·.u) 
(V./1. l?..) 
(l.21~.13) 

• ·6> The Landing Force was compos.ed of elements .. ~f the V Corps, 
U.s.·. AI'!fV and included the First U.S~: Infantry Division,. RAinforced, . 
l_e.s~ the· 26th Reeimental Combat Team, plus the 116t.".i RegimP.ntl'.l COl-1oat 
Team, the 115th ne~i•,1ental Conhat Team, -and the 2d and 5th Ri>-'1eP-r E2.-':-­
taJA.n:ns. '!'his Force was su:,ported by a Shore Party consisting of 2/Jc.s 

•• ,,,. • of/{lie::· 5th Engineer Special Erica.de·;· 1/Jd of the: 6t.h Engineer S_::,ecial 
B-~fgade··~ and the Provi~il)nl-il Enei.neer Special Brieade Grou;, Comnamier 
and ·swr. -Also included in the .. _Shore Party were. 2/Jds. of the 6th 1htval • 
Beach Battalion and 1/Jn of tJ,e 7th Naval Beach Battalion. , The remainder 
of the. V Corps, and the remainder of the Engineer S-;:,ecial Brie;ade Grni.1!.', 
and of the 6th and 7th ilaval Beach Battalions comr,rised the Land5.n~ Force 
and Shore Party of :rorce "B" which landed ori the sal!le beach as Force "C". 

_ 7. The Lancfing Attack Plan wo.s· as folloi7s: The 16th nCT attackP-d 
on the left on Beaches Fae G&r.:H and F..ASY HF.D TTith t,10 battalions in 

• ~~_ia~t ... aruf 011~ foll'owine., 'lbe llAth RCT atta~.ked on th£• rieht ·rdth tv;o 
ba {~)Jinns·· in as saul:t, e.nd one. folJ.Ol'Jirif:, ·on Beaches :b:ASY Grl::.:J-:U, DOO KEV, 
Doo:.i'IHI'IE,' and D00 GHEI.J;. One assault battalion of ihe 116th RC'r lanckd 
thrJ'~: corn~~~s.·.i.~~·as·~ on, Bea~h~s EASY G&J-:,N, D00 RED and D00 \ir!I'IE;, trie 
other lcncled· three' com~mies in c·olumn on BP.ach D00 GRLF.J!. Nim~ of thC' 

• twelvff cprnr:snies of the: 2d' ancif 5u,; Ranger Battalio~ landed on Beach !)i:-G • 
• Gi{Ll-.Jl.'1'11:l_l_,,;, the:'' reMaining t~e'· Ri·.ncer .• com~.nies landed on the POill1'1; DU 
H(g in s~~t"or. CH.JL1LIE .. to cuptt~.e M ene1·1y ba.ttel"V located "the~· ,1hlch 
threat~ned· the Transport Area. The, 18th nCT landed i1rimcdiately after l:-,e 
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The Rifle Companies of the 115th em-
barked in ICI (L)s were to land on call on the same beaches as the ll6th

unless otherwise directed. The landing was preceded by a forty minute
naval bombardment at previously designated targets. A bombing attack
was scheduled for delivery between H - 30 minutes and i hour. Inis,
however, failed to materialize. In addition to the bombardment by naval

gunfire from supporting ships and craft, tanks embarked in ICT(A)s fired

on targets of opportunity during the last 3000 yards of their approach

to the beach and 105 mm SP artillery embarked in ICTs likewise fired during

their passage through the boat lanes. ICT(R)s and ICS (S)s were scheduled
to deliver a full discharge of rockets immediately prior to the "touchdown"
of the infantry. The fire of the gunfire support craft and of the destroy-
ers close inshore where they could observe the actual landing was to con-
tinue until such time as the advancing troops were actually endangered by

it instead of being lifted at a pre-arranged clock time. In general, no
equipment or troops were scheduler to land betreen the arrival of the
demolition parties at Ht 3 minutes and H + 30 minutes. The whole plan
of assault, therefore, might be described as foilows: To destroy enemy
defenses and cover the shoreward progress of the leading assault waves
by naval and air bombardment; to land a wave of infantry preceded and
supported by tanks to storm the enemy beach defenses, anri cover the opera-
tions of the combat demolition parties while the latter were engaged in
clearing lanes through the obstacles in the tidal area; and as soon as
the lanes were open, to follow through with successive waves of infantry,
artillery, motorized equipment, and stores, in order to reduce the remain-

ing enemy defenses and seize the beachhead.

Force "O" was assembled at five ports: PORTIAiD, POOL,
EXMOUTH, FALMOUTH, and BELFAST. with the excertion of the escort end
control vessels and some of the minor landing craft destineri for POOLE,
the assembly was completed May 30th, 1944. Prior to sortie, the disposi-
tion of the Force was as follows:

(a) At PORTLAND-WEYLOUTH:

4 APAs
3 XAPs

ISI (S) s
ISI (H) s

33° •ICI (L) s
3 ICEs"

24 IST

: 1 FDT

20 Rhino Ferries
1,7 ICIs

1 LSD
5• LCCs

15
USCG Cutters

3 DEs

6 ICM (CRU) s
19. ICH (NCDU) s
32 ICP (L) s

Br. ODDs
2 Fr. Frigates
7 PCs
4. SCs
3 :ML-970s

MLS
HDMLs

5 SGBs
18 ASs
6 Danlayers
8 MLs (lavigational leaders for iSs)
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control vessels and SOJ'Tle of the minor landing· craft dP,stineri for POOLE, 
the assembly was completed May 30th, 1944. Pri~r to sortie, the dis!)Osi-
tion of the Force was as follows:_. • 
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J Mt(:·.;- ,· .,. . 
2- H.DhiL.~_,_ ..... 
5· SGBs·-• .. 

1s· iss'. • ,. -' · 
6 Danla.yers ·,.-· . : · 
8 l,U.s· (i:avieationEt.l leaciers_,_for. i,.Ssi . . ,', .. 



(a) At PORTLAND-NEYMOUTH (Continued)
8 BYSS1 PT

9. US. DDs
3 Hunt DDs
7 MIB

9 MSs:
1 ARL
1 Accommodation Ship

(b). At POOLE:

1 ICH
5 ICG (L)s
9ICT(R) a
7 ICFs

17 ICH (NCDU) 8
83 LCWs
6 ICH (CRU) S
8 Seaplane Tenders

72 187(2) s

(c) At BELFAST:
2 BBs
3 СІв

20 IBOs
5 LBHS

16 IBEs
2 LBKs

9 Fueling Irawlers
2   M L - 9 7 0 g
4 M8
2 PCs
2 SCs

3 A/S Irawlers

(o) At PALMOUTH:
1 Pontoon Drydock

All ships and craft were loaded at the assembly ports indicated above

except trelve ICI(L)s carrying Rifle Companies of the 115th Regimental

Combat Team which were loaded in PLTHOUTH, but sailed from PORTLAND, and

sixton ITs carrying DD tanks which were loaded at TORCROSS in START BAY

but likewise sailed from PORTLAND. The loading was smooth and uneventful

except for the necessity to make several substitutions involving a shift

of loads in ICTs. Ihis was occasioned by casualties to the craft, two

of which were due to enemy action. They were the result of damage fron

mines dropped in the harbor during an air raid on the night of 27-28 kay.

All loading was completed by the evening of June 3d.

For the movement from the assembly ports to the Assault Area,

Force no" was organized into five convoys, designated Convoy Group 0-1,

0-2, 0-3, 0-4, and 0-5, respectively. Convoy Groups 0-l and 0-2 were

assault convoys, 0-3, 0-4 and 0-5 follow-ups. June 5th was originally

designated as D Day. On the night of 3-4 June, the weather was clear but
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(a) At PORTlAND-'iiEYMOUTH {Continued) 

l PT. 
9.t5 DDs 
)"'Hunt DDa. 
7 Mm···if' 

8 Bn5s 
9 MLGs,.,;-
1 ARL',. 
1 Accommodation Ship 

(b). At POOIEs _.,.: • 

l I.CH 
S. I.CG(L)s 
9 J.CT(~)a 
7 I.CFst • 

17 I.CK. ( NCOO) s 
83 U:Ms' • • • 
6 I.CM(CRU)s 

··-· . :· 
' .. 20 U30s 
• .. :-_ s·: LEila 
,,::J· 16 I.BEa 

2 U3Ks. 
, , 9 Fueling Trawlers 

2 IIL-970s " 
4 Ills : ·~-.. 

7~ ~;f ~)~~-' ~e~~~ 2 PCs'.:. 
2 SCs 

(c) At BEIPASia 

2 BBa 
J Cls 

(d) At mouma 

3· ~/s Trawlers 
::,.: ~ ~ '. .• . 

( e) 4 t 7.AI.MaJ'm: 

1 Pontoon Drydock 

J.11 ships and cratt. were loaded at the assembly ports izxlic.ated above 
except;' twelve I.CI(L) :i carrying Rifle ComJ:6nies ot the 115th Regwmtal 
Combat Tea.ii which were loaded in PLnlOO'l'".d, but sailed from FORTI.AND, and 
sixteen' ICTs carrying DD tanks which were loaded at TORCRCSS in START BAY 
but l..1.kerlse; sailed from POR'l'L,UID •. :· The • loadi.ng Tas sraooth and uneventful 
except tor thei nec_essity to make' several ~ubatitutions. involving a. shift 
of load.a' iri ICTB~ nifs··wa.s occasioned by caaualties,.to the craft, two 

.. of :whicll' wel"f:f diie to enemy action.- They .. ,rere,. the result of damage frOll 

< ; • ru..o:e's.·.~opped'::4- the harbor during an air raid_ on the night of 27-28 May • 
.. · t· .. -~' .AlJ/'.i<l'oKding wa~f c·ompleted by_, t~e:·evening of June ,Jd.. ..-· . . 

• i . .:. ~ ·::-"'-: -~.:----·-:: _;;.:i-•:"': •.• ·.-, ... '\ • • -·• • •• • 
..• ·~-.~ 

• • ,. ·~· ~,/_cj~ ~, .. ::--.·_For the movement fro'm the a.asemb~ ports _to._ the Assault Area, 
Fgfs.~t"O~, was'-,, ~~gati:i,_z~; lnto ffve.' con~oys, designa~d, Co1;1~?Y Group 0-1, 
~2,r,..C):.-J,· _9-4, • a:od!. ~5~' respectively;·_· Convoy Groups;J~.~l.-and, Q-2 were 
asa·a\4§,{,~~~oye~-a,;;..3, 0-4 a.t1<f 0-5 follO'lf-U~. Ju.tie,:." 54i~_':,t'a.~ 'original.li· . 

. designa..~_<!t~;I>\-Dq. Ch the._night of J-4·Juoe, the weather was clear but 
• • ~.- ~ •. •.•• -•, ~• :,:•.';'-.•.:·l;_,; :.:.•t• • •: ~? :·-:. • •.,. ! • :-



with a rising wind. Convoy 0-2 got underway from the PORTLAND-NEOUT
Area and from POOLE shortly after midnight as planned.. After it had
been underway for several hours, orders were received postponing D day
2, hours• Innediately the pre-arranged postponement signal was sent to
the Convoy Comnander by radio, and in addition, destroyers were dispatched
to notify him in case he failed to receive the message. Upon receipt of
the deiaying order, Convoy 0-2 reversed course and returned to port. A
large landing craft convoy of Force "U" which had likewise started for
the Assault trea was unable to beat its way back to westward against the
wind which had reached near gale force, and was forced to take refuge
in PORTLAND HARBOR and HEYHOUTH ROAD. From the arrival of these ships
and craft of Force "Un until their departure the following morning, the
efforts of this Comnand were chiefly absorbed in getting them re-organized
and underway on tine. The only sheltered berths available were so located
as to require their crossing the track of Convoy 0-2 which had to sortie
at about the same time. This resulted in sone interference with Convoy
O-2, in the sortie during darkness, but not enough to cause serious delay.

Convoy Group 0-1 cleared PORTLAND HARBOR on the afternoon of
June 5. The ANCON, Guide, passed through the breakwater at 1400. Unfor
tunately the transports of the convoy were headed away from the harbor
entrance riding to the fresh westerly wind, and they had trouble in turn-
ing inside the harbor and getting headed out. This delayed their taking
station in the convoy formetion, and it mas not unt1l 2000 that all of
then were in position.

The movement of Convoy 0-1 and 0-2 to the Assault Area was
comperatively uneventful. In Convoy 0-2, several of the ICP (L)s being
towed had to be cast adrift and abandoned, and two ICT(A)s foundered,
but the crews were removed in all cases. Convoy Group 0-1 encountered
one floating mine during daylight, which was avoided by an emergency turn
signal. Four times between the entry into the approach channel and the
arrival at the Transport Area the Guide had to reduce speed or stop
entirely. Tro of these delays were occasioned by interference from land-
ing craft from Force "y" which had been set to the eastward by the strong
tidal currents, and were crossing Channel 3 from east to west in an
attempt to regain position in their own approach channel. On both occa-
sions the ANCON was forced out of the swept channel in order to avoid
running through the craft convoys. The other two delays were caused by
the storping of the Bombardment Group, which was inmediately ahead of
Convoy 0-1. The second time this occurred, no further delay could be
accepted, and Convoy Group 0-1 passed the Bombardment Group and continued
into the Transport Area, where the ANCON anchored in position: 49° 29! N.
00° 42! W. at Ô251 D day. The remaining ships of Convoy Group 0-1 and
the landing craft of Convoy Group 0-2 follored rapidly into their proper
positions.
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with a rising wind •. Convoy 0-2 got underway from the PORTIA.ND-wEY110tn;H 
Area. and. fr<;>m POOIE shortJ.y after midnight as planned •. After it had 
been:. underway for several: hours, orders we_z:e received postponing D day 
V., hours •. huoediatelt. the· pre-arranged pos_t}'?~ment signal was_ sent to 
the Convoy Coriiiilinder by.. r·adio,._and in additi~~,~ destroyers were dispatched 

. to· noti.fv. him in case he failed to receive the message; Upon receipt of 
• th·e •• delaying • order, Convoy 0•2 reversed ;~e>urs_e _· ~d .. returned to. port. A . 
laree: landin1i" cra!t convoy _or Force "U." whicli' had likewise started for 
the Assault'A.rea was:uriable to beat its way• baclc to westward against the 
wind which''had reach~d ·n:ear· gale force, ~c{ was forced 'to take ,refuge 
in PORTIAND l!A.i:BOR and rnm.,OUTH RCl,;D. From the arrival of these shii::s. 
and. craft' of: Force ~U':!,, 'imtil their departure the follooing morning, the • 
eff;rts of"thiii' Collllna.nd were chiefly_ a1?sor~<l. in getting them ,re-organized 
and uncle~ay on time. Th~--only _sheltered· :t:,e~hs_,: availatle. were· so loca~d 
as to recp:.ire. their crossing the. track. or,. ~o:ey-oy. 0-~ which _had to sortie • 
at abo:1t the sw.e t:il:le·~- ;_ This resulted. in soI:18 interference with. Convoy 
o-2,-in t~e sortie during darkness, but not ~nough to cause cerious deliiy. 

Convoy Group 0-1 cleared PORTIA.ND HARBOR on the afternoon of 
June. 5. The Al/CON, Guide, passed through··· the bree..kwater at 1400. Unfor-. 
turiately the transports o-£ the convoy were headed away fran the harbor . 
entrance ridine to the fresh westerly wind,. -and they had trouble in turn­
ing inside the harbor and getting headed out. lilis delayed their taking 
statfon in the convoy forme.tion, and it was not until 2000 that ell of 
them w'~re in position. • ...... • • • • 

10. The movement or Convoy 0-1 and 0-2 to the Assault Area was 
compe.ratively uneventtul. In Convoy 0-2, .. ·several or the. l.CP(L)s being 
towed had to be cast adrift ~ abandoned;· and two I.CT(A) s foundered, 
but the crews were removed in all cases. Convoy Group 0-1 encountered 
one floating mine during daylight, which was avoided by an emergency turn 
signal.'' Four times between· the entry into the approach channel and the 
arrival at the Transport Area the Guide had to reduce speed or stop 
entirely~' Two of these delays were occasioned by interference from land-
1.rie ··era.rt· froni ·Force "lJ1I which bad been set to the eastward by the strong 
tidal·currents, and were crossing Channel J from ea.st to west in an 
attempt to regain position in their own approach channel. On both occa­
sions: the ANCON was forced out of the swept channel in order to avoid 

••. running_ throu_eh the; craft convoys. The other two delays. were ca1JSed by 
'· the ·stopping of the BoJT1bardme.nt Group, which was immediately ahead of 

Convoy 0-1., The second time this occurred;· no f'u.rther _delay could be 
• accep~d, and Convoy Group 0-1 p:i.ssed the Bombardment Group and contini.:ed 

into·; the-Transport Area, where,• the A.UCON anchored .. in positions 49° 291 N. 
00°'.-~~_. W.'.'at 0251 D day;-:;· The·-~maining'_ships_of Convoy.Group 0-l ~ 
the liindi.ng: craft of Ci;:mvoy. Group 0-~ foll~e<(.rapidly. into. their proper 
positions·~ ' ' ·• ', ·~ •':·, •. ' 
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the sama time. Due to the state of the sea, the loss of the DD tanks,

the absence of five ICT(4)s and danage to others by enemy gunfire, the

order of Landing was somewhat aired. Simultaneously with the landing

and the cessation of the naval gunfire bomberdment, the oneny commenced

firing® This firo from artillery, nortard, nichine guns, and small
arns ras heary and accurate, and casualtles rare munerous. Kang of tho

tanks which had reached the shore line were knocked out, and losses to

the infantry advancing shoreward through the obstacles, and to the demo-

Ition parties trying to clear lanes through them, were severo. A:

considerable portion of the equipment of the demolition parties was lost

in the landing due to the surf. The Limited time for working on the

obstacles before they were covered by the rapidly rising tide and the

devastating effect of the defensive fire further reduced the effective-

ness of the demolition perties. Only five gaps were cleared all the way

into the beach, and three part way in, instead of the sixteen planned.

Most of these were inadequately narked. The result was that during the

high tide immediately following the assault the only opening through the

obstacles that was in usefor a considerable period was one lane on EASI

RED Beach.
At the request of the Commanding General, VCorps, the

Commander Assault Group 0-2 was directed at i hour to land troops of

the 115th RCT at H + 4 hours. Inus, all the Landing Force emberked in

Force nor were committed from the beginning of the assault. After the

initial waves, landing contimed throughout the forenoon and afternoon

of D day. Due to the failure of the demolition perties to clear and

mark gaps through the underwater obstacles, and to the heavy enemy fire,

great difficulty was experienced in getting anyone or anything ashore.

Some craft carrying infantry and elements of the Shore Party managed to

land their personnel, but the bulk of the craft proceeding shoreward

were stopped between the searard row of obstacles and the line of deper-

was lost until the Deputy Assault Group Commanders arrived on the scene,

took charge of the situstion, moved the craft to searard to give them

more room and reformed the waves as best they could. In the nearhile,

most of the tanks which had reached the shore had been knocked out by

enemy artillery fire or by mines, or were caught in the obstacles and

flooded by the rising tide, and the personnel, both the assault troops

and the Shore Party, were pinned down on the beaches just above high

water by enemy fire; fem, If any, troops actually crossed the beach

during the early hours of the forenoon. The supporting destroyers and

gunfire support craft stood in as close to the beach as the depth of the

water would allow and engaged all the defensive installations which they

could locate. Despite this, homever, little progress had been made prior

to 1100 when there was still considerable machine gun fire, sniping,
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the. ·same time. Due to the state ot, the sea, the loas _·of the PD tank!, 
the. ~bsence or· five I.CT(A)s and. damage to· others cy· eriem)" gunfire, the 
order 1,'or~ lsnding was somewhat mixed. Simultaneous~ ·w1 th the, la.nding 
a.Di'."tlle .. '.ceseation· ·or tba naval 'gunfire bomba.rclimnt, the.enelllj"·commenced 

, . • - r1r1tig ~~;:: This r:tre' trom art11.1el7'·;;_· ~ort.a.ra/ machine.' guns,· and small 
arms. was heav,: 'and ·.acourate{ and .. easua.ltiea yare numerous~·. l4aDJ' 0£. the 
tanks which had 'reached the shore llne were -krioeked ·out, and losses. to 
tba,:tintahtr:r. ·advancing shoreward. through the!" obetac~·e ,·' aod to the demo­
litioif ~es·' trying to cle&r'._ l.anes. through~ t.bem, ·,re~ severe·.,; .l ·.r 
cons¥e;r:abli( po~_tion of'., the· equi~11t • ·or~ithe dem~~ti_on,- parties· _was _lost. 
in the lal:ning_ due to the· sur!. The· 11.mi ted· ~ far working. on. the . 
obstacles befc,r~{-they were' covere_~ by the rapidlj' rising tide and.,. the • 
devastating· effect· 0£- the defe~.iV!) fire rurthe_r ~uced·· the effective­
ness ot the demolition· ~ties.·.: _Qily five" gape were cleared all. the ,ray 
into·\~ beach, and three ~-.way in,'· instead ot the sixteen planned. 
llost'''ot these were inadequately marked.'·-·. The result wu that during the ~ 
high. tide immediate~ following the assault the only opening ~ough the 
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' obstacles that was in use· tor a consider.able period was one lane. -on F.ASY = B•ach. •• ,.. , • · :-. ---·- • . · · ·• .. • 
)···.~ w . .. ... : . 

.. : 14,. At the reque_~t ·~£ the Commanding General, V Corp,, the 
Commander Assault Group 0-2 wa.s directed at H hour to land troops of 

• the.· 115th RCT at H .;. 4 hours. 1bU8, all the· I.anding Force emba.rJ:ced in 
Force· "0" were committed from the beginning of the assault. After the 
initial ~aves, landing conti.rrued throughout the.forenoon and afternoon 
of D day.· Due to the failure·of the demolition p!.rties to clear· and 
mark gape through the umerwater obstacles, and to the heavy enemy fire, 
great difficulty was experienced in getting anyone or anything·ashore. 
Some cra!'t carrying inf'antl7' and elements. o! the Shore Party managed to 
land their personnel, but the .bulk of the craft proceeding shoreward 

. were stopped between the seaward row of obetacles and the line of defe-1"­
ture. iiith the strong tide, fresh wind, and choppy- sea, this soon 
resulted in a mass of era.ft in which all semblance of wav,1 organization 
was lost until the Deputy Assault Group Commamers arrived on the scene, 
took charge of the situation," moved the era.ft to seaward to give them 
more room and reformed the waves as best they could. In the meanwhile, 
moot of the tanks which had re·ached the·· shore had been knocked out by 
enemy artillery fire or by mines, or were caught in the obstacles· and 
flc;>?i'ed by the rising tide,- and the personnel, both the assault troops 
and the Shore Party, Wf!re pinned _down on the beaches Just above high 
water by enemy fire; few, if any,- troops actually· crossed the. beach 
during the early hours of, the fqrenoon. The auppcrting destroyers and 
gunf.ir,e support· craft stood in as close to the beach as the depth of the 
water would allow• and engaged all the defensive installations which thev 
could':iocate.·, Despite.:this, however~ little progress had been made pri;r_. • 
to 1100, when there was still con.s~_d_erable machine gun fi~ ,-: sniping, _.·-•• 

' • .. :.._.,_ ... _\. . .:• ' ~. -. .- ~ 
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11. The weather at this time was unfavorable, but landing opera-

t1on8 vere poss1ble. The sea was choppy with wind Force 5 from the

southwest. The sky was partially overcast with visibility about ten

mlles. Due to the wind and sea, debarkation from transports into ICTPs
was difficult. Fortunately, plans had been made to rail-load boats

whenever possible, and those which could not be rail-loaded were loaded

despite the unfavorable conditions. The trip of the ICVPs from the

Transport Area ten miles off shore into the line of deperture in the face

of fresh wind and choppy sea was neither easy nor pleasant. Nevertheless,

they arrived at the line of departure in fairly good order. Due to the

darkness and confusion in the Transport Area the ICT with DD tanks, the

ICT(A)s and the ICMs with demolition parties straggled considerably in

their approach toward the Line of departure.Iro ICT(A)s foundered

before reaching the Transport Area. One ICT(A) strayed to the Force "y"

Area and did not return until several hours later. Two more ICT (A) s

had gone so far to the eastward that they could not get back in time for

their part in the initial assault wave. Thus, five of the 16 ICT(A) s

scheduled for the first wave were missing.

The pre-landing Naval bombardment was carried out in accord-

ance with the plan, but the air bombardment scheduled for delivery on

the QiAHA Beaches between H - 30 minutes and H hour did not materialize

for reasons unknown to the Force Commander. Its absence was felt severely

when the landing commenced. During the naval bombardment the enery nade

no reply of any kind. Several competent observers have stated that during

this entire period only one shot was fired from the enemy batteries

ashore and this missed.

The order of landing of the first four waves on all beaches

was - DD tanks between H - 10 and H- 5 minutes; ICT(A)s carrying tanks

and tank dozers for obstacle clearance at H hour; a wave of infantry at

H t 1 minute; and demolition perties at H † 3 minutes. DD tanks were to

be launched from the ICTs in which they were embarked approximately six

thousand yards off shore unless weather conditions prohibited, and were

to proceed in to their assigned beaches from that point under their own

power. The decision whether to launch at 6000 yards or to close the

beaches was left to the senior Ary tank officer and senior Naval officer

in the ICTs of the two assault groups. Those on the left flank in

Assault Group O-1, preceding the 16th RCT, were launched as planned.

The sea conditions, however, were such that all but two or three of them

foundered before they reached the shore. The responsible officers on

the right gauged the sea conditions more accurately and took their ICTs

in to a point where the DD tanks grounded as soon as they were launched.

Therefore, all the DD tanks preceding the assault troops of the 1l6th

RCT reached the shore. Infornation is not available as to the exact time

of landing or the order of landing waves on all of the beaches.

first landings on EASY RED and DOG GREEN were made at 0635 and it is
believed that the• Ieading waves lunded on the other beaches at approxinate!!
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~Y::·f, :.:r. • n. The weather at this time·--~. ~a~orabl_.e/ bl'.ii· ~ing opera­
\/· · tione were possible~ .. • The··,·sea was choppf with windi F9I9e_~. 5 tr~\ the· 

-<.'· : :,: •. southwest. 'lhe skt.was ~- av·ercast with':Y,i.a.A,~},!.!_~7 ·about' ten 
. . ·,. -• miles• •. Due .to the winf aoo • ee.a, deoarkati_on from, ~~s:Ex,?~-~- _il1to I.CVFs 

'· ,·c J ·, . 1fa.9 difficult.' Fo~teli~ P~ .... ha~ beeii-made; to;· .. ftl!lf1-~·-.00a~,8 
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Trans i:,ort Area .. ten mil'e1s off ·shore into the line of,. de ?.U".WX8 •• 4?·. the face 
of: fre~i:i'""w:1:nd "and::ci.iopi,i sea was ··neither ·easy nor pleas'an~-:~ ':·Ne;v_er~):ieless, 

· the,: ~riv:ed: at/the.· llne __ ot de~ur,. in' fairly go¢ order; • Due. to the 
darknes.s' and. confus_ion· in\ the~ Trifusport Area the I.CT with DD tanks, the . 
I.CT(.Af:f ~. the,_ IC?isrwij:.h-. d~~ll~~-~~ i:ar.ties· straggled. considt,rably .in .. 
their approach·--toward_: tfiEi. u.ne:-of/:'de~:ture ._· Ttro I.CT(A) s'.. foundered· • 
befo~ reiiclrlng the· .Transport ·J.rea_';·,;_-aiii!i{ic_T(A);'··strayed to the. Force nun 
Area and did not ·ret~trn .• untff se~~~_J(houz:s'_late~. _ rw'o more lCT(A)s 
liad gone so far: .. ~ 'the·eas_tw·~ that?'.the.t"could •• not ·g~~ back in· time for 
their' i:ert in tfii .W ti~l: ass·auJ.t- wave~ · '!'nus/ five off the 16 I.CT(A) s 
schedule(ffor._the1_f_irs~,~w~v-~·- we·re·mfssing~<·.-.·· ·.,_. :~\·. 

·.·.~-~---- --· . .--.;~~·,·---~·-:·r·-~---·.: .- .--,:.-:.· 

1 12. The pre-1.an:iing•.;Na~tl-- bom~nt. was.-~~'i;d ·, out in accord-
ance ,.with the plan, but. the ¢,_bomba.rdmen-t{S°cheduled· {or. deliver,y on 
the~ CM.AHA Beaches between H. ;. JO minutes 'ana· H. hoiir:·did not. materialize 
for. reasons unknO'lfil to the Force· c·~er/. It~ra~·ence·was .. felt· severely 
when, ·the landine commenced.;· During ihe-'·:nav_¥ bomo~_~rit the enemy made 
no r.eply of arr:, kind. Several com:petent obser'{ers. have': sta~d that during 
this. entire ~riod only one shot was fired rrd~'. ·the enemy-' bsi:teries • 
ashore and this missed. • • ::· , . . . • . , ' "'• 

. . . 
13. 'llle order of landing of the f"irst four. w~_ves on:, ~11 beaches 

was ·- DD tanks between H - 10· and H - 5 minutes; I.CT(A)s: carrying tanks 
and tank dozers for ob.stacle clearance at H hour; a wave: ·of. inf~try at 
H f l minute; and demolition parties at Hf 3 minutes.;·: .. Db-. tanks· were to 
be _launched from the I.CTs in which they- were· embarked appfa:xi_mately six: 
thousand yards ott shore unless weather conditions prohibi~d, and were . 
to proceed in: to their assigned beaches- from that point und_e~. their m .. 
power. The d~cision whether to launch at 6oOO yards or to'.cl~e the:~- i''.~ .. >"> ' 
beaches was_ le.rt_ t~, the senior A.rrq. tank officer and senior. Nava.l office-r,! -• 
iri_ .. tl:ie··_ lC_Ts:_~of .~h~~j~_o,,,~'~sault groups. Those on t.h_e left. ~. izi•· .. ·.~:,:_ 
Assault,.~:E"_OUP.,.~.tt·:~~fJ~~ the l6i:.h RCT, were· laun~ed as P~•. ,<..: 
The sea. coooitions·,, bowever 1 were ~uch that all but· two or three of them• 
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artillery, and mortar fire on tbe beaches between the exits, and oppo-

site the exits the condition was critical. A mumber of enemy strong

points in the beach were still holding out and our troops were not able

to move inland. The first encouraging news came at 1100 from a message

to Commander Transport Division THEE, Intercepted by the Force Cormander,

to the effect that German defenders were leaving their posts and surrend-

ering to U.S. troops. Shortly after that another message from a nember

of the V Corps Staff embarked in a DUKI near the shore line stated that

the troops were advancing up the western slope of the exit from Sector

CASI. By 1300, COLLEVILLE was taken, and by 1330, a general advance
began up slopes of EAST RED and FOX GREEN Beaches. By 1340 the beaches

of Sectors EASY and DOG were clear of opposition except for artillery and

mortar fire. At 1400, the Commanding Officer of the Engineer Special

Brigade Group left the ANCaN toset up headquarters on the beach.

Early in the forenoon, reports had been received from the

minesweepers stating that the sweep of the Transport Area and the channels

for the Bombardment Group from the Transport Area to the 10-fathon curve

had been completed with negative results. Because of this, the Force

Commander felt that the transports could close the beaches if necessary.

However, in view of their prospective early departure from the Assault

it was decided that the delay caused by the movement of the ships

nould result in a net loss rather than a gain, and they were. left in the

Transport Area until they comnleted unloading and departed.

Landing of personnel and vehicles from transports and ISTs

continued throughout the afternoon of D day. During this time, the
beaches were subject to eneny artillery and mortar fire which, while

neither heavy nor sustained, was deadly accurate. The fire was oviously

observed, because eney batteries would be silent until craft beached,

when there would be a few quick salvos, usually right on the target. This

artillery fire caused considerable loss, and was doubly disturbing because

neither enemy observers nor batteries could be located. In fact, repeated

requests for U.S. vessels to cease firing on the beaches were naäs by

personnel ashore
oin ships firing into our o troops. Actually no U.S. ships were firing

at the times the requests were made, and when they did fire, they were

firing at targets inland rather than on the beach. About 1430, Coumander

Force "B" with Convoy B-2, consisting principally of ICI (I)s and HAS

OCEANNAY, stood into the Assault Area. Anchorages close to the beaches

were assigned to this convoy and Commander Force "B" was directea to land

the troope embarked in accordance with plan, using ICVPs as necessary

to unload ICI (L)s. At the same time the Deputy Commanders of Assault

Groups O-1, O-2, and 0-3 were ordered to provide small landing craft to

assist in landing of Force "g'. Leanwhile the ISI(S)s and ISI(F)s which

had carried the Ranger Battalions were sailed to the ISIE OF WIGET, and
and information vas received that the transports of Assault Grous 0-1,

0-2; and 0-3 would complete unloading and be ready to sail by 1700. They

salled about 1000. By 1530, advunce elements of the First Division and
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. beean up sl'opes. of EASl.' REif"and FCJ[' GREEN Be\l·ches /: By 1340 the beaches 
of Sectors EASY and D00 were ciea.r ot·~opposition•' exc'ept for artillery and, 
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Brieade Group left the AUCClf to;··s"et:i: tip headquarters·: on the beach. 
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• Early in the. forenoon; reports had _been received from the 
• mfnesw_c~epers stating that the sweep of the Transport Area and the chanmils 
for the_ Bombardment Group from the. Transport Area to the 10-fathcn: curve 
had 15eeri cfoinnletecr with neeativEf_results·/ Because. of this, .the Farce 
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15. Landing of personne-1 and vehicles from transfOrts and ISTs 
c·ontinued throuehout" the afternoon ·or D day. Dur:..ng this time, tr.':e 
beaches""were subject to eneley' artillery and mortar fire which, WP..ile 
neither,._~·e"avy nor. sustained, was deadly accurate. The fire was ooviously 
observ~f because enemy batteries would be silent until craft be·ached, 
when there :would be a -tew· quick salvos,· usually rieht on the tara:et. This 
artilJ.eij fire ca.used considerable loss, and was doubly disturbll"i because 
neither enem;r· obseryers nor batteries could be located.: In fact., repeated 
req',lests for U.S. vessels to cease firing on the beaches were maae by 
~~~op.n~l ashore and observers to seaward, who tho1.1eht that it wes our 
cw~~~~¥i:s .. : _firing_, ~pto_ our. O'lf?l. troops• Actu,aJ.ly no u.s. ships l'l'8l'e firing 
at•:~ _tiines the requests were made, and when they did_ fire, they were 
firing at' ~ee.:ts inland rather•?than on the beach. About l.430, Oommander 
Force· 11B.~ _)dth .. Convoy B-2, consisting. princi~lly of I.CI(L) s and H1S 
CC,EANWAY{-sto~ 'int'o: _the. J.ssaul t. Area. Anchorages close to the beaches 
we!8 assigned_ ts, this. convey and Commander Force. rtBn was directei to land 

· -tn~~;, tro_o~ -~ e~barked:; in a'ccordarice ·with· plan,. ·u.sing I.CVFs as necaESary 
t_o.~oacf I.CI(L)s'. At the''.·s·~: time the Deputy Commanderif ·or Asmult -
G_r.~~~-Q-1; 0~2()md 0-3 wer(.~~ifea ·, ~o provide sma.11~·.J.a..fiding CYaft to 

_·a;;s!~:tt.~· land~rig,~of Force "B":"\ li!eanw~ile: the ISI(S)s and ISI(~~s which 
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sa}-_led !ibout l~C>O. By 1530; l\cv1111ce elements of the First' Division ~-id· 
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Irenty-ninth Division Staffs were setting up command posts ashore neer
the beach exits from Sectors EASY and DOG respectively, and ST. AUER
mas partially occupied in addition to the capture of COLLEVILIE. At
1540, the OCEANA res oirected to close FOX GREEN Beach and discharge
her twenty (20) ICLss carrying 11-4 tanks, these tanks to be attached to
the 16th RCT.- This was completed by 1715. Convoy Group 0-3 and B-1
arrived together about 1600. Although information as to the actual less
of landing craft wasmeager at this tine, indications were that a consider-
able number were sunk or badly damaged, and at 1700, the Force Comnande
requested the Commander Service Force to sall ARI-4 to the CinHA Assaults
Area as soon as practicable. At 1715, the Conmanding General, First
Division and his Staff left the ANCON to establish their headquarters on
the beach. By 1730, except for sniping and the recurring artillery end
mortar fire, hostile action against the beach area had ceased and the
work of organizing the beaches for further unloading was progressing in
orderly lashion.

16. In accordance with the request of the Cormanding General,
First Division, the 26th RCT was landed In the early evening. All Ri
Companies of the reginent were ashore by 2100.. Between 2320 and 2340 te
air attack which had been anticipated all day was finally delivered.
There were no radar warnings of the approach of the hostile planes ani
the first information of the impending attack was the sight and sound d
an enemy plane which passed over the flagship at low altitude. Only s
few more planes came over, however, of which three were shot down.
Several bombs were dropped in the Transport Area bui caused no damage.
This ended D day.

17.
Force Commander that his line was generally along the road from VIERVIE
through ST. LAURENT to about one mile south of COLLEVILLE, and that be
Intended to attack with tibe beachhead line as his objective. About 0,
in accordance with a request from the Officer in Command of the Combat
Demolition Units, Commander Service Force was requested by dispetch to
send additional explosives and demolition equipment for the NCDUs fra
the United Kingdom by the guickest available means. Ihe response to this
request was prompt and efficient. The material was assembled and load
on a PT which arrived in the Assault Area about 0900 the following de.
At 0550, in accordance with the request of the Commanding General, The,
Commander Force "B" was directed to. land the 175th Infantry on Beach 38:
GREEN.
Divisions to be landed, and constituted the Corps Reserve.

some delay in the execution of this order and the troops did not actual
commence to land until between 1000 and 1100. Convoy Group 0-4 stood i
on the morning watch about trelve hours late. Convoy B-3 and the first
of the build-up personnel convoys consisting of the transports SUSAN E
ANTHONY, GŒTHAIS, BORIUEN, and SINODS, Ikewise arrived.. Just to
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17. At 0045 ·of 1., the Commanding General, V Corps, informed-&. 
Fo:c:ce· Commander_.that his lirie was generally along the road from ~ 
th.r~ugh_ ST.·. IAURENT~ to about one mile south ot. COLU:VILIE, and that "1• 
inte}~;~·)ci"°attacls:_'"with, __ the beachhead line· as his objective. About aa}j, 
in a:'ccordance -w:ttli··· a. request from t.he Officer in Command of the Co~ 
Demoii~ion· Units,···c·ommander Service ,Force was requested by dis~tch • 

•• send' .. additional' expiosive~_and_demolition equifJDent for the NCDUs fNm 
• the United Kingdo~ by the_ quickest available means. The res:ponse tom 
request was prompt. and efficient. The material was assembled and l'Oi!Et 
on a· PT which arrived in the Assault Area about 0900 the follovd.ng ·@J. 
At 0550.,. in accordance with· th~. request of the Commanding General, i ~' 
Comr:IB.nder· Force "B11. was directed to. land the 175th Infantry on Beach B 
GREEN. This was the last infantry regiment of. the First and Twenty-nm 
Divisi'ons to be landed., and constituted the Corps Reserve. There was 

_· •. sor.ie d-~lay in the execution of this order and the troops did not ac~- .. 
cornr.ience to lend until_ between 1000 and 1100. Convoy_ Group 0-4 stoodn;_-
on the morning°.'.watch abc,ut twelve hours late •• Corivoy a:.3 and the r~•, . •. 
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ANTHarr;· GCETHALS, BORL~OEli,, -.~: ·sn.or;ns, _ likewise arrived •. Just ~/~.;·· .. , .. ., · .. 

:. -·.~'~-- .-·-

. -
- ... v -

•'••·': '•.' 



seamard of the Assault Area the SUSAN B. ANTIO struck a mine and
eventually sank about 0950. All of the personnel aboard were taken off
before she went down. During the forenoon, surveys for the establishment
of GOCSPBERRY 2 and MULBERRY "A" werecommenced.

report from the Com-

manding General First Army as of 1000this date stated that the landing
Force was moving forward and now held a line through ST. HOVORINE DES
PERIES, GOOS IE HAMEL, LOUVIERES and GRUCHY. Unloading of the remaining
ISTs and ICT (4)s of Force "O" and Force "B" and of the transports of the
build-up convoy continued through the afternoon and evening of D$ 1.
By 2200, all personnel from the GOETHALS, BORINQUEN and SIMONDS had been

Except for the transports this unloading was done by ICT(5) and
(6)s and Rhino Ferries. In the early evening Convoy Group 0-5, the last

gressed slowly because of the obstacles which still impeded access to the
beach despite the efforts of the demolition parties who were working on
them whenever tidal conditions permitted. In the light of later experi-
ence it is regretted that a practice of drying out the ISTs and larger
ICTs. was not comenced immediately. Inis would have materially speeded
up the unloading and would have freed the ICT(5)s and (6)s and Rhino
Ferries for unloading MT ships which were beginning to arrive. A.N.C.X.F's
directive stated specifically, however, that ISTs were not to be dried
out except in an emergency, and at this stage of the operation it did
not appear to the Force Comnander that the situation could be so construed.

18. • Between midnight and morning of D f 2 day, there were tro
air raid alams; the first about 0105, and the other hout 0610. Neither
developed into a serlous attack although it was believed at the time
that some mines had been dropped in the Assault Area. Repeated sweeps,
however, failed to detect them. Clearing of obstacles and unloading had
continued during the night of D 7 1, and by 1000 D ‡ 2, all ISTs of
Force "O" had finished discharging. About 1100 the 5th Ranger Battalion
which had landed on DOG GREEN Beach with the 116th Infantry and had been
fighting its way steadily westward along the shore line established con-
tact with the survivors of the three Ranger companies which had landed
on the POINTE DU HO to knock out the enemy batteries there. The latter

I accomolished their mission, but had been hemned in within & small
area near the tip of the point where they had been under constant enemy

Repeated requests had been
received fron them for boats to evacuate wounded, additional armunition,

These requests hed been passed to the Conmanding
General, V Corps, and boats to carry the reinforcements were offered. Gun-
fire surport ships were doing their best to help by delivering supporting
fires as requested by the Liaison Officer with the Rangers, but their
situation was desperate. Finally, on the afternoon of Df 1, two boats
Iron the Flagship with twenty-five additional Rangers, plus small arus
ammunition, food and medical supplies landed on the POINLE DU Hos and
delivered then to the group beseiged there. On their way out, the boats
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,'sea1'~ or the Assault Area the SUSAN··B. ANTirciiY struck a mine am 
e~~t~lly sank. about 0950.··· ~µ of'the:· ·~:r-s.onnel aboard we~: taken off. 
before she went down~· During'. the· forenoon,. surveyli for. the e·stabllshment 

. of .GOCSEo.Erutr.'2, and MU!BE.RR?!. riA,■ ' were· commenced!'' Jt report: from the Com- : 
. 'i • • ~ . . ... - ' . . .. . . . - ... ,. . . 

.. ~di!'1e. General First·Army·as of 1000 this•dat~:stated that 1 the uurling 
• Force. was moving fo:nrard-"and now held. ·a line thi~otigh ST. HCW)RINE DES • 

. FER'.IBS, GCX:S. IE HA1r!EL,'· ~:·and G.RU'CHY. - Unloa~ng of. ~~- remaining 
• ISTs and lCT(4}s 'of· Force "0 11.'."afu{ Force· "B~ --~ of the transpcirts of the 

build-UR. convoy, continued. throug~ tlie; afternoon_ and' evening • or D f 1. 
• ~I • J-, 4• • • • , • • • • ' 

•. B}J,.:--2200~~-all personnel' _froc the· G~~THA_~·/ B~NQ!]E}.{: and S~iCND.S ha.d been 
land~. Except·. for. the: transports· this unloading was done. by I.CT(5} and 
( 6)'if"'_and Rh.ino .. Ferries. In the' 'early evening. ~O!lVOY. ·Group 0-5, the lAst 
of>. force !1on, arrived.· It a~o• was-: some twelve'. hours' late~-- i'fork pro­
g_!~s~,~_,q. slowly because or; the~--~bstacles' "hi~_ st111:_impeded 'ac'cess to the 
beach despite the .. ef.forts of tJi~,''. ~.ernoli_tion ':p!.rties· who were working on· 
them whencve1· tidal conditions-ptirmitted~·· In tho light of later experi­
ence~~ is reeretted that a practice~of dryizie.o~~ the ISTs and lareer 
ICTs. was not c01ID1enced immediately'/,: This·,.would have materially s:peeded 
up the unloadine ·and would have freed. the· I.CT(5)s.:and (6)s anr' Rhino 
F~~ies .. ,for, unloading MT shiJ:6 which ·wert,.beginning to arrive. A.N.C.X.F 1s 
directive stated _specifically~ however, that _ISTs were not t~ be dried 
out except in an emergency; an~ at -~his staee of the operation it did 
not appear. to.the Force Canmandei- that the situation could be so construed. 

' . • . . ' '{ ,. . -
18. · Between midnight and morning of D / 2 day, there were two . 

a1:,; ~id a.larrns; the first about 0105~· and the other ~bout 0610. Neither 
deJ~!ol'.?.d. into a seri·ous attack althoueh it was be_lieved e.t the time 
tha.t.:"s~e mines had been dropped in the Assault Aree.. Repeated sweeps, 
howe:v:~r, failed to detect the~. Clearing of obstacles and unloading had 

• ·continued, d~ing the night of ·o f 1, and by 1000 D f 2, all L5Ts of 
Force· 110" had· finished discharging., About 1100 the 5th Ranger Battalion 
which had landed on D00 GREE!l Beach ri th the 116th Inf an try and had been 
·rieh.ting its way steadily westward along the shore line establ:i.!:lhed con­
,t~~cJ with- the survivors or the three Ranger companies which had landed 
·on ':-th~ POIH'IE DU HCE to knock out the enemy batteries there. The latter 
h:a~ .. accomplished their mission, but had been hemmed in within a small 
area. near the tip. of the point where they had been under constant enemy 

··a~ ta·c~ for more than r orty-eieht hours. Repeated requests hE!.d been 
'z:1ic.E:_ived_ fron. them for boats to evacuate wounded, additional' ammunition, 
a..nd-re~:nforce111ents. These requests had been passed to the Cor.imanding . 
Gerier~l,· V Cor~ ,: and boats to carry. the reinforcements were offered.. Gun-·· 
fire.~·su~ort ships_ were' doing. their best to help by deliverine supporting 
fires·as. requested bv the Liaison'Officer with the Raneers, but their 
si tu.at:foi{ was· despe-~te-~·f Finally, on the afternoon. <:£ D f l, two boets 
fron the· r~aeship with~twe_nty;..five a<lcHtional Rangers, plus· s_mal+ a...,s 

amr..uni~:1,q,n ,- f?Od and. in~.ct1:c~ar s~pplie s · landed on the POINTE DU H_CE, a.!rl • 
delivered:- them to the· er.cup beseieed t.l-.ere. On their way out;· .:t~,.~ts 

: . . • . . . >\> ~·~·!:·.··.r···4 •• 
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evacuated the wounded. Despite the fact that the beaches had been elesed
of organized enemy resistance for nore than thirty-six hours, on the
morning of Dr 2, there was still occasional sniping from men hidden 1ncaves and tunnels in the face of the slopes overlooking the beaches, etsporadic artillery fire on the beaches likewise continued. Unloading &
the remaining ships of Force "B" and of the MT ships and coasters whic
mere arriving in a steady stream continued throughout D + 2 Day, but 1t
vas very slow. The reason for this will be discussed later. By the naz
ing of Dr 2 Day, it had become evident that additional ferry craft road
be required if the planned rate of unloading was to be reached; and sime
Rhino Ferries were proving the most useful craft in the Ferry Service, a
request was sent to Commander Service Force to forward immediately fiv
spare Rhinos complete with bulldozers, tues, and other equipment. Late
the same day in order to coordinate minesweeping activities in the lestm
Task Force Area, the 31st Winesweeping Flotilla, the 104th Liotor Nine-sweeping Flotilla, and the 167th BYS Flotilla were directed to report
for duty to Commander IS Fest in CHIBO. Conmander MS fest then assumes

Assault Area and reported for duty about noon the same day. Repairs ta
damaged ICTs comnenced immediately. Ships of the GOCSEBERKY Project mee
being placed in position and sunk, and the first MULBERKY tows arrived.
About 2100, reports were received that vessels near the beach were unde
Iire from heavy guns and the Force Commander was ordered to move all
ships about two miles to seavard. Subsequent investigation of the repesindicated that probably the explosion of the blasting charges used tosink the ships of the GOOSEBERRY had been mistaken far enemy gunfire ai
the landing craft and shipe unloading were moved in again the folloringmorning. Considerable confusion had resulted, however, in the spotting
of the coasters and lT vessels to meet Army demands for selective un-
loading and this caused further delay. Up until the afternoon of D fI
Day, the ICTs, ICI (L)s, ICHs and Rhino Ferries ferrying personnel and
equipment from ship to shore had been operating under the direct contad
of the Deputy Assault Group Commanders, and the prospective NOIC, Capta
CAMP, who had been embarked with the Deputy Conmander 0-3 throughout te
assault, had not comnenced to function. On D$ 2, the Force Commender,
after & conference with Captain CAP and the Deputy Group Commander,directed the former to assume command of all ferry craft and to perfoithe functions of NOIC with the Deputy Assault Group Commanders tempore:
assisting him. At this time, Captain CAMP with part of his organizatis
was still emberked in ICI (L) 492 in company with the Deputy CommanrierAssault Group 0-3, and the remainder of his organization and equipment
vas on board the Acconmodation Ship, ELEAZAR WHEELOCK, which had arriviin the Assault Area the previous day.

a comestor sa day .
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evacuated. the wounded. Despite the. fact that the beaches·· had been cl13EM 
of organized ene_my;' ·resistance for more than thirty-six" hours, on th_e 

• mornini:'"6-:( ~- t'.i;_ there was. still occasional snip1~·:_f~_?riC~~jl hidden u 
cave~ a.nd':_tunheJs in the face O~rthe- sloi:es overlooking' t}:l~ beaches; ei 
eparadic artillery fire on the beaches likewise continuedf Unloading .t! . 

• tlie-''.'r•e'ina.ining. ship~ of Force "B" ana.''or the. MT ships and co,~~:~r,s whi-ci 
were' arriving in a s'teady, stream continued. throughout D .f. ·2, Day, but it 
was ve;,-j_· slow •. The reason for this will. be discussed- later. By the mam­
ing ·or D I 2 Day, it had become evident that additi6&1~·rerry: craft woiiid 
be reqill:l"~ if'_ the planned rate of: unloadine was to be reached; and sm .. 
Rhino Fert-:ies were oroving the most u.se.t't.ili craft in the_ Ferry Service,.ii 

• reques~ _was sent t·o· cfommander Service Force to forwa_rd i~diately fiw 
spare Rhinos complete with bulldozers, tues, am other equipnent. !atr -
the. same day in order. to COIJrdinate. mines:;veeping activitie'~- in' the \'lesir.a 
Tasl(Fo-rce Area~ the:)lst ?/J.nesw·eepine, FlotillaJ the~ 104th l.~otor !Jine­
slfe·epi,ng' Flotilla, and ·the -167th BDS.· Flotilla.. were directed' to report 
for· duty' to Cor.mia.nder lr'S West in CHILiO; ., Cor:imande~ .LS.-West then assume! 

O O • ,,1: .,,.• M,., ...... • • ,.,, ... ,, ' ; •• ,O • •• 

responsibility· for sweeping· o~rations: _in both. Force "U" and Fo:i;ce _ 110• 
Assault··Areas! At 1100 D f 2; Shuttle Control was .. activated and assumi 
responsibility_ for receivine and -sailing- c~nvoysJ'· Iii respons·~ to the • 
Force Coiru18.?lde·r_1s messaee .• of two days_ previous, ~4.-·arrived fn the· 
Assault Are·a· ·end .. ·re1-~rted for duty about noon_ the· same·· day~ ReF8frs ta 
dama·ged ICTs· comi,enced_ i.Inrnediat.ely ... Ships of the GOCSEBEHRY Project .a 
being 'placed iri'position and sunk., and the first MULBEilliY tows arrived,._ 
About 2100, re':')Orts were received- that-· vessels nea:l the beach were ~ 
fire froi,1 heavy· guns and tho F·orce Commander. was: ordei-~d to move all 
ships about two miles ~ seaward.:. Sui)sequent investieation of the reJ.&· 

· indicated tha~:probably the explosion.of the blasting charges· used to 
sink the· ships"_ of the GC<5EBEH.RY had been mistaken fer. enemy··gunr1re Id 
the ~ing craft and shipj unloading were moved in again the. follow-'~. 
morning~·· Considerable confusion had resulted, however, in the spotti.r-i; 
of the· coaster~, and MT vessels. to meet Anrry demands for· select.ive un-

. • loading and. this. caus·eii furthe~ delay•~:·' _Up. until the afternoon of D f I 
Day, the· LCTs., lCI(L)'s}_ icus and_ Rhino Ferries ferryine i:ersonnel 'and _ 
equiµnent· from ship. to·:·~1fore had been. ot:erating· under the direct contd. •• 
of the De.p.ity ~ssa171~,.,_gr:oiii_pommanders, and the prosr,ective NOIC, Capt& 
CAMP; w,ho had bee~· em,1:)~J~<:t 1!?,_tll .. th~ Deputy Commander 0-J throughout tz .. 
assault, had .not,_couuneric~~i:;•,,to, .. function •. Ori D t 2, the Force Comme.nde~ll 
after_ a conference:··witl( c;p~ain CAI,~ and the Deputy Group Commander, 
directed. the· f6rme~,- t~(a/~~e command·· of all ferry cra.t;t airl t_o p:3rfo~ 
the .functions ·or. _NOIC witp_·:,,the Deputy Assault Group Commanders· temper~ 

-~ssi_~ting hpn.·.- At_ ~1s time; Captain ~ with part ·or his· orgenizaU:fi 
.. was_ still embarked in ;LCI(~); 492 in com·pa.ny. with_ the De'puty ComiileJX1er 
._ Assault· Group 0.-J,·_and the remainder of his organization end equ.i_poont. 
,·; was on board the· Ac··commodation Ship, EI.EAZAR WHEELOCK,' which· had ·ai·ri~ 

. -- .: in the Assauit .. Area•·the~·previous_-day. -
;, .. ' : . . ·, -·."";:.,.' 
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0635
0636
0638
0641
0644
0645
0647
0705
0729

0745

0805

0807

0817

0824

0840
0843

0845

0849

0859

0900

0909

0915

6 500s0 (Dder)

First rare Landed on DOG GREEN; first rare Landed on BASI RED.
Socond ware Landed on DOG GREEN.
Second vare Landed EASY GREEN.
PC 552 reported that DD tanks for EASI GREEN foundered.

DOG GRES.
HMS TALYBONT reported targets 82 and 83 still 50% active.
USS SATTERLEE reported she had established communications with
• Rangers ashore at Pointe du Hoe.
Granted perission to CIG 124.6 to close beach by swept channel
to assist damaged ICAS.

HMS TANATSIDE reported completion of all bombardnent missions.
100% of her bombardment ammunition expended).
8th rave landed on EASI RED. Control vessel EASI RED unable to
distinguish all waves between first at 0635 and eighth but
believes they are evenly spaced and on time.
Boats returning to USS THOMAS JEFFERSON report minea near beach

endangering landings and many boats swamped as a result of ob-
stacles and seas.

CIG 124.13 ordered to send 5 rescue boats to the vicinity of
beach for rescue work.

CIG 124.9 reported that enemy batteries at MAISI apparently st1ll
in connission and that he was keeping them under fire.

15th wave landed on EASI ROD.
Senior Officer 167th Minesweeping Flotilla reported so mines
found in sweeps completed so far.

HMS IANATSIDE reported to CIF 124 that all targets were successfully
bombarded.

Beport received that First Battalion of 116th Infantry had landed
but were being retarded by machine gun fire.

CIG 124.4 reported that obstacles not cleared and heavy nachine
gun fire on beach DOG GREEN.

Arry observer in boat 100 yarda off DOG RED beach reported several
companies of 16th Infantry were on EASI RED and POX RED beaches,
enemy artillery and machine gun fire still effective, about 30 ICT:
standing by to land, obstacles appeared thicker than in photographs,
ICI 85 hit and burning after unloading, 2 ICTs burning and landing

resuming on DOG beaches.
Ordered CTG 124.9 to locate and silence an enemy battery back of

DOG GREEN which was firing on beach.
CG 124.8 reported that he could find no targets of opportunity
without endangering own troops and requested infornation on 11kely
targets lor ICGs.

=19 -

• i».35 ,·:' 
o6J6 ... ' 
66J81 . 

. '. o64l 
cl,4). 
064S 
W..7 

0705. 

--· -:• .. -;:;-..:..~:. 

6 June l P:da;r> 

!'.irst n:n landed on rxn GREEN; first n.n la.nded on USI JW> • 
Second n.Ta landed on lXXl GRD!. 

· Sec~nd- ftTe landed USY GR.Em. . · 
PC 552 reported that DD tanks tor I.LSI GR!D foundered. • .:·",· . 
Com !£'? 1lot 19 repo~ 1£T 2041 about to·~ a~ned at sea. 
Ordered Control Vessels to report tiae ot la~ 1ngs on all beaches. 
!£Q 50 reported one tel with troops_ capaized_;:~n the right tl4nk ot 

IXXi GREER. . . . · "'.};-• .. · · • 

I Q7';8 

J. 

100 'ULIBONT reported targets 82 and 83 still 50%. active.· 
USS.SATTERLEE repor~ she had established communications with 

! 

• Rangers ashore. at Pointe du Hoe. • . . ···< '. • . 
0745 · Granted permiss~on,. to cm 124.6 to close beach. b:, swep_t. charinel 

· to assist damaged LCAs. . • ,_ •• :: ·':: 
~05· ... HMS, TANATSIDE ·reported completion ot all bomba.rdllent missiona . 

. -~ •• ··. · · •. ( 100%·' ot her bombardment ammun1 tion expended) • , ,· ; -..: • ~,- . - "" 
osrn·: ,;. Stif wave landed on E.lSY RED. Control vessel EASY RED unable to 
-..: ·=·; _. ·-. distinguish all •~ves. between first at 06.35_',_ancl eig};th but·. 

believes thef are ·evenl7 spaced and on time ••. • ~1..-. • • • ·, • 

i Boats returning to: USS niOW JEfF'Eru:;OJ report mines near beach 
I enda:cgering landings_ and IDl!Jl7 boats swamped as a result or ob-
.I . . stacles and seas·. ,. 
1,. 0817- ., ,' cm. 124.1.3 ordered to. send 5 rescue boat.a to the vicinity ot 

r 082.4.r~,I~:-•-Cc~:~rr:::;~ ·:!i ~n~1117 batteries at MAISY &p~ently still 
• ·_ •. :-_· •. °::' ~ commission· and that he was keeping them und·er tire. · -. " 

. i . 0840. ,_.:'.-.·.15th n.ve landed on USY RED.· ... ,· _ _; ·_:_. .:_ ,; 
084i· ·la'.· Senior. Officer 167th Minesweepine Flotilla reported no mines 
.: ·"· ·:' touncf in sweeps ·completed so tar. • • 

0845~ ; ~ 'U.NATSIDB reported to C'l'F 124 that all tarP,ets •er-. success.t'ully 
' bombarded. . _ , 

0849 Report received that First Battalion o~ 116th In!a.ctr:, had landed 
.::., :.· "'-'' bu~. were being retarded by machine gun tire. . 

0859 • cn:r 124.4 reported that obstacles not cleared and hea:vy machine· 
gun fire on beach DCG GREEN. 

; 
i , 

.. : 

! 
I 
! . 

0900. J.rrq observer in boat 100 yards ofr Im RED beach reported 1evenl 
'-" >.-.;~.: .> .:~. • compe.niea of 16th Intantr;r were on EASY RED and ?OX RED beaches, ~ • 
.: :':'"-; J)' .; . :· enelll'Y' artillery and machine gun tire atill effective, about· 30 LC Ts 

• • • • sta.nding ~ to land, obstacles appeared thicker than in photographs·, 
• ·,:, . -· ', I.CI 85 hit and burning a.!ter unloading, 2 I.CTa burning ·an.ii landing 
_·._.. ., ,.-. resuming on DCXi beaches. • . • 

Clt09~ ···, Ordered C'l'G 124.9 to locate and silence an enelll1' battery back or 
. • ,_:: • • · Ix,lJ, GREEN which was tiring on bee.ch. 

0915',·. _ _.": C'l'G:,:.124.8 reported that he could find no targets ot opportunity 
• •.·. 1-:· without_ endangering own troops a.nd requested information on likely 
.· <: .· . targets tor ICGa. 

,:1• _)f.-... ~~, 
: ·-~~;~: . · .. _ ,; . ' ~. - 19 -. ._ '•• ' ·: . : . . ~-. \. 



0921

0928

0930
0930
0941

0945

0951
0955
1001

1002
1006

• 1016

1020

1026

1030

1032
1040

1100

1100

1100

E   i n z e   ( 0 - d 8 7 )

CIT 124 ordered KS 31 to sweep CHIO, OREGON, and SANSAS areas

outside of boat lanes and 104th LS to sake sagaotie sweep in
gane atess.

CrO 124c4 reported that enemy gunfire on adt at DOG GREE and
battery behind DOG GRE were hindering landing.

FUS PRINCE LEOPOLD reported that Rangers had landed safely bat
gainst heary opposition. Beach obstructions not cleared.

CT? 124 inforned CIG 124,4 that there were Dubis in distress
between his position and the beach.
CT? 124 informed 124.9 of a target near dt of DOG GREEN which
was bellered to be causing trouble.

ComBatDiy 5 relayed a report Iron plane that batteries at MAISY
were completely destroyed but that he was anable to bare report

verifled by Shore Pire Control Party.
ICC. 40 reported very few ICTs landing on DOG GREEN, and no adgo

Of DUKHs.
CG 1243 reported many wounded at DOG RED needing evacuation.
CG 124o4 reported that tanks at edt DOG ONE were hold up by
cross fire by machine guns.

USS TEXAS reported enemy battery at MAIST knocked out.
Informed ComBatDiy 5 that fighter boubers had reported MAISI
batteries destroyed.
Inforned CIG 124.9 of many reports of machine gun and mortar fire

on DOG GREEN, and ordered him to render all assistance possible.
Com ICT (4) Plot reported for lerry service. Instructed to
report to Assanlt Group Coumanders.

Informed USS ARKANSAS and CTG 124,9 of heary shell fire on DOG.
RED and ordered then to endeavor to locate and destroy enemy
batteries.

CG 124.4 reported that underwater obstacles no longer visible
due to rising tide and gaps on DOG GREEN and CHARLIE not arked.
Beachmaster EASI RED reported little progress nade by ICTs
landing on FOX and EAST RED beaches.

CTG 124.4 reported machine gun fire on right flank of DOG GREEN.
CIG 124o4 reported DOG GREEN beach not favorable for landing due
to mines.

Headquarters V Corps reported to headquarters First Army aboard
USS ACHERNAR that DOG WHITE and DOG GREEN beach obstacles not

breached by 060910; FOX GREEN and EAST RED besches not clear of
enemy fire by 1010; ICT and ICI(L) unable to unload on these

beaches; 116th Infantry Division moving along alowly; General
Hyman instructed to reinforce with the l8th Infantry where needed.
ICIs 408, 409, 411, 412, 554 reported landing on EAST RED; met by

some artillery fire.
Control Vessel EASY RED reported "Conditions of beaches opposite
eta still critical. Beaches between exta drawing occasional
artillery and mortar fire.

-20.-
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0921 
Cft 124 ordered. le .31 t.o neep QUO, ClmiOI, and UJI.S#,S arMa ' 

~tsidii ot boat 1an .. am 104th IOLS to .uke ugnetie neap in 
sue 'a.reaa. / ··' 

. 09ZS .• cro"i24.4 Nported th.at, enem,' gun!iN OD ait. at,~ ~ and 
batter7 behind 00G GR!:Df 'were hi.Mering la:ndi.tg • ·; 

09JO 

09;0 

0941 

0945 

09.51. 

0955 
• 1001 

1002 
1006 

- lOl6 

FILS. PR.DC. Ll!DPOID reported that Rangers had landed satel.7 but. 
against heaTi oppoeition~~. Beach obstructions· n~t. cleared. • 

CTF-.l..24" Wormed CTG 124.4, that there were DOXJlfa in diatNea 
~tween his position and the beach. -•. ;· ·' 'c , ,:,.•f,~",-:i., -,: •. • 

CTP' l24 Wormed 124.9 o! a target near ecdt ot DOG,. GREmf which 
was believed to be causing troable. ·, _. • .. • - -.~ 

CcmB~t.DiT 5 rela7ed •. reP(?l't fro■ plane that batteries at lfA~ 
were ccmpletei,- destro7ed·'but that he wae unable: to .. b&Te Npart 
verified b7 Shore. Fire __ Control Party. ,. , • : • - . 

LCC ·40 r'eported VffT tn LCTs landing 00 D00 QUQ!lf I aai no sign 
11 DO ir.zr ' · . ,: -· • • · • 

O~- i.n8e . .,,, • • • .•. • 

CTG, 124.J reported Ja8ll7 wounded at DCG Rm needing evacuation. 
cro· 12 4 .i.. reported that'· tanks at exit OCG ONE were· held up b7 

cr9sa fire b7 machin~ • guns. . •. --·,, 
USS ·TEXAS reported· •·DliY' ·batter," at MAISY knocked. out. 
Informed ComBat.DiT 5 that tighter bombers had reported 1'.USY 
batteries destro1ecf. . 

In!or.nieci CTG 124.9 ot man7 reports ot machine gun and mortar. tire 
. on DCG. GREEN, and ordered him t.o render all aasietance p011ible. • 

102'.) • Cali LCT(1) Flot reported !or terr7 eerrlce. Instructed to 
I•;·--::·, .> report. to Aaeault GrO'Clp Coomanders. • 

t 
I 

I. 
I 

1026 Informed USS ARKANSAS and CTG l2.lu9 ot hea.,,. shell !fr• on DOO, 
RED an:i ordered then to endeaTor to locate and destr07 enellT 

lOJQ 
batteries. . •. ••. 

CTG 124.4 reported that underwater obstacles no locger vi!ible 
due to rising tide and gap.a on DOG GREffi and C1URLIE not. nrk•d. 
Beachmaster EASY Bm reported little progress made b7 lCTa 

: .' -· • landing on FO.I and EASY RE) beaches. 
1032 
1040 

i , ... 
t uoo i 
' ' ' 

1100 

1100 

cro 124.4 reported ·ma·chin:-gun fire on right flank or DCG GREEM. 
CTG 124.4. reported DCG. ~ beach not !'avorable for landing due 

to mines. /:,- • 
Headquarters V Corps reported to headquarters First. Anq aboard 

OSS ACHERNAR that ·IX)G WHITE aai D00 GREEN beach obstacles not 
breached b1 060910; rox:GREDf and F.ASI Rm beaches not. clear at 
en~ tire by 1010; LCT and LCI(L) unable to unload on these 
beaches; 116th Intant1"7 Division moving &loog alowl7; General . 
lfJi:uan instructed to reinforce with the. 18th Infantry' •here nee9:~. 

I.Cis 408, 409, 411·, 412, 554 reported landing on EASY RID; met. b1· 
some artilleI7 !ire. .. • .-.·' •• 

Control. Veesel EASY RED reported "Corx:iitions ot beaches oppo~ite 
erlts. ~till critical. Beaches bet•een exits drawing occasional 

' artillery ar:d mortar fire. • • 
;:f .• 

l . 

i . 

i: 
I ' • i 

.-. 
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2330

2235

1239

1240

1246

1250

1255

1256

1300

1328

1334

1341

6   ร ห า ย   ( D   d a y )

Commander ICT Not 19 rolared report that Beach IAST RD vau
closed by eeny fire and inquired 11 be ahould continue to
beach ICTs or 11 CT7-124 intended to shell the beach.

Bequested Inforzation from USS SATTRELES on Whereaboute of
Rangers. Beply that Bangers vere at postton 586934.

Control Tessel DOG GREW Informed CT7-124 that he had no Rhino
ferries on band at 11ne of departure and that beach was
temporarily, elosed due to congestion.

CTT-124 adrised CIT-122 that he expected transport unloading to
be nearly comploto by 061600; that they vould sall as soos as
possible and that he considered 1t Inadisable to shift theis

positions at this time.
CTG-124.3 forvarded to CTT-124 a combined summary of Boat Officer
reports as follows: Situation at JOL GREET and IASY RED Beachee
•xtrenely critical heary zschine gun fire; unloading of ICI and
ICT delayed by lack of channels through beach obstacles; ozly one
DD tank reported landing on BASY RED; first ware of IMPIRE ANTIL
ICA reported foundered; strong currents causing landing craft to
land on vrong beached.

7 Corps obserrer inforsed CO Corps that enery artillory 115ing
on craft on beach JUST RED. Obserrer bellered ereft could be
seen from TIERVILLE Church Spire.

ComtranaDiy 3 reported Iollowing Inforsation vith relerence. to
: DOG GREN vares: fire boats of second varo beached 3 ainutes late,
one boat siniing due to underrater obatacles; 8 boata of 4th vare
beached 8 minutes late and one 20 ainutes late; craft in great
difficulty in passing through obstacles: 5 boats of 5th vare beached
15 minutes late: beach appeared hearlly alned: 6 craft lost.

CTP-124 ordered P0-552 to gire priority in landing to craft carrying
1 n f a n t z y ｡

Assistant Dir. Condr. Ist Dir. Inforned CG Ist Dir. that 16th
Ialantiy had taken COLLFYILLI at 061233.

Ordered CTG-124.8 to direct ICG to fire on church steeplo 1n
TIMETILLE.

7 Corps observer informed CO T Corps of a general adrance up slope
LAST BED and continued adrance up OX BED vith some men Boring or
ridge towarde PORT KN BESSIT at 1200.

CTG-124.9 inforned CTT-124 that DOG Beaches Vers clear of opposition
and ready for landing troops; no opposition on BAST Beaches and
troops ashore apparently avalting infantry reinforcements; and
that all fire support ships vere avalting target assignments fron
A r a y .
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6 June < n uzl 
eoimandu LC'! 1lot 19 relq-ed. report that :Beach US? DD wa.■ 

1,ZJO • >·c101e4 b7 enn7 tire and inquired. it h• should. oontiime to 
.•• ,;·each LC'l'1 or it C'?l-121'- intended to •hell the beach. 

l2J5 -. /, B.eq,ue1ted. intonation _from USS SA.'?'?DLD on vh~eabout1 ·ot 
• !anger,. Repl7 that Rallgeri.,ver• at poti U_o~'. ~6934~· ,' • 

l2J9_ - Control Te11e1: toG GllZ!f i~or'lied. Cff-124 that he· had no llhino 
terrie1 ~n hand at, 11n• ot 4epartin-• and that: beach wa• . . 
t•poraril7, clo-1ed:· due to cong~_•tion. • J-,.,···· • ,, 1 

' • 

C'1'1;_124 ad:rl••d Cff-122 that he' expected transport unloadin& to 
be neul7 compl'e·t~'-)7 o61600;;' t?At the:, vould-· aail' a1· 100n a■.\. 

_-· po11i ble and that· h•=,,conaiderec:\ it 1nadT1 aa"bl., to 1h1tt". their,.-
.·_: podtion1 at th11_ t111e· •. • . .·., • 

1.246 •· CT0.::.124. 3 torvarded. to .~ff-124 a co11"bined l'Wllllar7 ot 3oat Ottic_er,1 
,~ report ■ a■ follow■: Situation at JOX cm:al' ·and UST Rm> !eache■ .. 
.._. ·•xtremel7 critical· he&TJ 111&ehin• gun tire; unloadinc ot, LOI and 

I,O'?.' d.ela7ed. b7 lack of .. channel ■• through beach ob1tacle1;: onl.7 one 
DD, tank :reported l&nding on liST:- laD; tir1t V&Te ot. :IKPlll .uvtt. . 
LC.A. r9Ported. foundered; ■tron& current, CIPltinc land.inc· cratt to 
land on wronc beach••••·.· • ·- . ··-·· . ·:;;;.: 

T Corp·• ob1erTer t'n!oraed. CG T Corp• tha\ enU17 artiller7 !1r1n&, •• 
on er&!t on beach 1lSY m .. ObaerTel' believed cr&t\ eould' be 

: ■een from TillVILLX Church Spire. • I 1255 

t{; I 
I 

Com'l'ranaDi v 3 reported !olloVing information vt th re:terenc• to . 
• DO_G. ~DU waTe11 !1Te boat ■ ot ••eond V&Te be&ehed 3 a1nute ■ late, 
on• boat 11nking due to unden.ater ob1tacle1; S boat, o! 4th waTe 

·beached. S minute• lat• and on• 20 ainute1 late; cr&tt in great 
d1!!1cra.l t7 in· paaain& thro'Q&h obataclea; 5 boat, -Jt 5th waTe beached 
15 minute ■ late:. beach appeared. hearll7 mined: 6 cr&t't loat. • 

! 

i 
I 
i 
! ' 
! 
I 

i256'_,-.. CT.7-1_24 ordered P0-552 to giTe priorit7 in landing to cr&t't carrn?i& 
·intantr7. • 

1300 • i11i1ta.nt DiT. Comdr. lit Div. i~oni&d. CG lat DiT. that 16th 
I:n:tantr7 had taken· OOLLZTILLI at o612J3. . 

132!'· Ordered C'l'G-124.S to direct LOG to fire on church 1teepl1 in 
• TIERTII.U. 

1334. ,· . T Corp■ ob■ener informed CG T Corp• ot a general adTance up llope 
.• :UST DD and eontizmed adT&nce up JOX Rn vi th 1ome men morlng on 

ridge toward1 PCIR'? D llSSIJ: at 1200. • 
C'l'G:124. 9 informed CT1-124 that IX>G l!eachs1 were clear o:t oppoli tion 

and read7 for landing troop,; no oppod tion on liS? l!&&che1 and 
troop, a1hore app&rentl7 awaiting infantry rein!oreement1; a.nd 
that all tire support ahip1 were awaitin& target a11ignment1 from 
.lrm;r. 
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7 June (DÉI dar)

0065 OG, V Corpa Informed CIP 124 tbat his present line was generally
along road from VIERVILLE - ST. LAURENT - one nile south of
COLLEVILLE and that he was attacking with the Beachhead line ashis objective.

0236 CIF 124 requested CT? 127 to send special equipment for HDU parties
by quickest ara1lable neans.

0250 Observed plan crash on beach identity uno.
0552 CIF 124 ordered CTF 126 and Deputy Assault Group Commandera 0-1

and 0-2 to land 175th Infantry on DOG GREAN at scheduled time.
0724 C, VII Corps relayed message from Rangers at POINT DU HOL to OG,

Corps that there were many casualties and support was needed.
0758 Beachmaster DOG WHITE relayed request from CG, 29th Division to CI

124 that remaining regimental combat teams and division troops be
Landed on DOG WHITE Inmediately.

0800
0800

ICH 492 Informed CIF 124 that convoy group 0-4 had arrived at 0750.
Ordered CTF 126 and Deputy Assault Group Commanders 0-1 and 0-2 to
land 175th Regimental Combat Team and Division Troops of Force "B"
on beach DOG WHITE as they were urgently needed.

0804 CTF: 128 requested permission of CIF 124, to carry out OperationMULBERRI commencing with survey of GOOSPBERRI and survey of
NULBERRI. Reply affirsatire.

0820 SUSAN B. ANTHON struck aine requested CIF 124 to send landing
craft to remove troopa.

0832 Control Vessel DOG GREEN relayed request of OG, T Corps that 175th
0845

Infantry landed Immediately at DOG GRES Beach.
CTF 124 ordered ICI 86 to send ICVP to POINT DU HOE to eracusto

0900
Litter cases.

ConDesRon 18 informed CTF 124 that wreck of SUSAN B. ANTHONI vaslocated 49° 29' 30'H 00° 42' 00"1 In about 12 fathoma of rator.
0907 OG, V Corps Informed CTF 124 that 175th RCT should land at once

according to plan and assemble in vicinity of ST. IAURENT; 2od
Division should begin landing upon arrival. Informed Deputy
Conmander Assault Group 0-2 that 175th Infantry be landed immediately
on DOG GRERN.

0930 CG, Ist Army Informed CG, V Corps that Rangers at POINTE DU HOE
urgently needed reinforcements and ammunition and asked 1f naval
gunfire support could be provided them.

1020 AT 90 informed CTF 124 that troops aboard SUSAN B. ANTHONY (AP 72)
evacuated to ICT 624, ICT 625, ICI 924 and HMS MENOP with a few
unidentified small craft.

1035 Inforned CIF 122 that SUSAN B. ANTHONY sunk by wine nine miles 013degrees from PORT EN BESSIN; survivors on numerous small ships.
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7 June CM 4Arl 
. :,, . . ·: .... ·:·,. ' 

CG, V Corps _i.nrormed CTP'. 124 that hi• present -line was g_eneral.17 
along road trom VIERVILLE. - ST. LA.UREN'? - one llile south ot_ 
coLLEVILLE and that he was attacking with the Beachhead line as 

. his objective. . _. - . . .-/ :,:,,: . • • • • • 
• cTF.-124 requested C'l'F 12'7, to send special equi~ent tor NCDU parties-.' 

bj.:_qu.i.ckest available means. • : ., ':_;_~'(_,,,,; : _ • - • • 
Observed- plane crash· on beach - identity unlalown.,;,/-.• 
C'1Yfl24 ordered C'IF·l.26 and Deputy Assault Group Commanders 0-l 

and 0-2 to land 175th Infantry on DCG GREEN at scheduled time~ 
co, VII Corps rela1ed message rrom·Rangera at POINT DU HO!_to ~, 
V: Corps that there were many casualties a.nd support ns_.needed~',, 

Beaehmaater 000 . WHITE rel.iyed request from CG,· 29th Di 'rl.sion to C'l!' 
1~;that remaining regimental c~mbat teams and division troops be_ 
landed. on tol' WHITE immediatel)-. . . . . -.... : < ·, :' 

I.CH 492. inf'ormed CTF 124 that convoy group 0-4 had arrived at Cf750. 
Ordered CTF.-126 and.Deputy.lssault Group Commanders 0-1 and 0-2 to 
. land_:, 175th It"egimental Combat Team and Dirlaion Troops. or Force.-_."B• 
-~n, beac~ ~- IHITI as the7 were urgently needed~ . . -~ • • •• 
CTF:128:requested permission of CTF 124 to carry out Operation· 

WLBERRl'' commencing with survq ot GOOS:Fl3ERRY and survey ot 
WI.BERRY~-,-: .. Repl)- aftirmati Te. . 

SUSill B. ANTHONY struck mine requested CTF 1.24 to send l&nding 
• craft to· remove troops. 
Control· Vessel OCG GR.Ell{ relayed request ot CG, V Ce;,:ps that 175th 

· Intantey landed iimriediatel7 11t 000 GREEM_ Beach. 
CTF· 124 ordered LCI_ 86 to send LCVP to POINT DU HOE to eTacuate·. ·. · 

ll tter cases. . · . -0: • •. .- .. 

ComDesRon 18 informed·. CTF 124 that wreck ot SUSI.N B. ANTHONY ..-as 
located 49° 29' JO 1 If· 00° 42' 00"1 in about 12 fathoms ot water. 

00; V Corps informed CTF 124 that 175th RC'l' ·should land at once 
according to pla.n and assemble in vicinity ot ST. LAUR.ENT; 2nd 
Division should begin landing upon arrival. Informed Deputy 
Commander .lssault Group 0-2 that 175th In!a.ntr,.- be la.oded immediatel.7 
on IXXl GREEN. 

CG; 1st .lrrzrr informed CG, V Corps that Rangers at POINTE 00 HOE, ' 
urgently needed reinforcements and ammunition and asked it naval· 
gu:n!ire support could be provided thes. . 

!Ti9():1ntormed CT1124 that troops aboard SUS1N B • .lNTH0NY (AP 72) 
evacuated to LCT 624, LCT 625~ LCI 924 and ID5 nN0P with a few 

• t.urld.enti.fied sma.11 cra.tt. 
Inio'rmed CTF 122 that SUSAN B • .l.NTH0NY sunk by mine nine miles 013 •• ·-:·> 
degrees from PORT EN B~SIN; survivors on numeroua small ~hips. A, _<,;.)j/~'. 
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7 Juno (DE1)

1042 Again directed ICH-86 and ICH 492 that 175th ECT abould be landed
at once according to plan.

1111 Ordered ICI-86, ICT 492 and Transporte BORIQUE, COSTEALS, SIMONDS

to land Second Dirdelon at earliest possible thao.
1125 Inforned CG Corpa that CTT-124 vould transport troops to

ricinity POINTE DU BOE 1n LTa and Land then 1a ICTs to assist
Rangers: 11 desired.:

• 1140
1202

ICI-86 informed CTT-124 that 175th BCT had begun to land.
Ordered USS ANCON to send two boats to POINTE DU BOI tO remoTe

vounded sen.
1210 CTT-122 directed CTT-124 to use arery offort to eracuate vounded

Iron beaches.
1220
1225

Ordered Taek Group 124.9 not to engage targote 1nside Br1t1sh ares.
EMS INTYRPRISE 1nformed CTT-124 that she had been attached to CTT

124 by CTG-125.8.
1400 CTG-124.8 Informed CTT-124 that he had obserred British Mre Support

Ships fire on PORT IN BESSIN; that he had 9 fully loaded rocket

ships and 5 gun ships arallable for close neutralising fire and
requested instructions.

1405 Boats left ANCON for USS TEXAS on miesion to carry reinforcements
to Rangers at FOINTE DU BOI and evacuate camalties.

1410
1437
1515

Ordered EMS INTERPRISE to report to CTG-124.9.
Inforned Conmander force "0" that CTF-124 had 9 rocket ships
arallable for fire on PORT EN HESSIN 11 desired.

CG Frat Arny Isrued situation report on OMARA Beach as of 071000B: -

1st Diy. and 2 regiments of 29th Dir. ortend from ST. HONORIN DES

PERTES, GOOS LE HANEL, LOUVIERS, CAUCHY. Landings opposed by 4

Gernan regiments who vere alert and vaiting.. Istinated casualties

116th Inf. 30%, 16th Ins. 40%, 26th Inf. 10%; snipers and sachine
gun fire still being placed on beach directly north of SAW LAURENT

and sporadie fire still landing on beach. Attack vill continue
according to plan: Obstacles on beach continue to delay craft.

Rhino ferries working well.
1612 Requested CTP-122 to assign eix PCs Immediately for duty as

Control Teasels.
1633
1657
1705

Bed Alert: General Quarters.
Socured Lron General quarter!. Ho attack dereloped.
CTG-124.9 Inforned CTP-124 that British were firing into

PORT IT BESSIN.
1725 CTT-127 Inforned CTP-124 that special demolition equipment for

undervater obstacles is being shipped via PT-521.

1807 CT7-122 Informed WESTERN NATAL TASK TORCE that Shuttle Control

vould become offective at 081100 and that prior to that time
latest infornation could be obtained from CTF-124 and CTI-125.

-2.

I 
I 

I 
I 
; 

. .. -· -·- --·. 

.•. , .. 7 June (D f 1) ·, .. _. 

1()42 :_ ::;~~ dlrec_t~ ;~~s~.-~-~d;.~CR~9~ _that. 175th .iC'?, ~.;,.id· be landed 
• at once &ccordlri.« to .. :plan.,, • '.. :' .. ·,-.. -•:· ··'' ~:f. .; :S;-.;; .• . 

1111 

. . 114:Q· 
1202 

Ordered LCI-86~: LCl~9?J~:~~~~'!'ran.-po~t• l!ORI~UD,, OOffl\J;§, SIMOIDS 
to land Second Din aion··af:.·earlleat Po•ai ble tiae. ,, .. 'f/ · • 

Informed CG T Corj,·,. tha(.-~JS-124. vould tra.naport troop• to 
Ticlni t7 POIXD .00, B:l~ 1·11\LC'l'■ a.nd. land the■ in LCTPa to &Hilt 

4 ~ • , • • .~. • 'ti,.,. • ,~., • -.. _ • ~ , A , . ' 

lta.nger••U', dedr-4_-:i . ,·-~_·:,. .. .. .1··, 

LCI-s6·-·1~0;..ed. cv:.i24. that .l75th RC'?_ had begun to land. • 
Ordered USS~ilOOlf io:- •• -;;ci ho boat i. to' FOIBTI DO 11)1 to~ ·remoTe 

• " • • • • ., • ~c.~ ~• -,1. •• ," ,., ' ., I 

wounded 11911~• \'·.,- , I • • • •<. •• • •.' • ". • •• 

1210 · C'1'72.122 direct-~ O'l'J'-124., to u·•• e-rer7 ettort.' to e-rac'tlAte ~unded. 
• tro■ beach•·•:·:. .·, • • .. · -._· ,.

1 
-~..,. : • 

1220 ~ Ordered '?al.le. Group 124.9 not to engage tar~t• lnaide :British area. 
1225'• , .. mes D'nB.PRID intorm_ed C'?l'-12~-- that •h•. had been attacl:i"~:· to C'r7 

. . • 124 b7 CTG-125·. 8 .' ... ... -•~.. ' - . • • ~--_,, .. , , .. 

1400. C'l'0-124.S intoned CT:r-124 that he had obaened Briti•h 71re Sup-port 
Ship• fire 011 .POR'? D BISSIN; that. he had 9 !ull7 loaded .. rocket 

• ■hip• and 5 -gwi ■hip• a-ra1 lable for clo_ee neutralising. f1r•··· and 
.,_ ·req_ueeted in•trucUone:~~:: . ... • :: . -.. ,. · 

1405 . • ·::aoat, left ilCON_.!or us~f)ll~S on •1 •aio.n- to c~r7 rei~!~rcement ■ 
• - ·_' to' Ranger• at FOI'!fTI DU B:>I and evacuate eal'l141 tie■. •. ~--· 

1410 Or4ired HM~J 'INTmFRI S:S to' r~~.rt: to.· C'l'G-124.9. •.. . ~: • 
1437 • I~ofined Commander loree".~q,fjh&( C'l'P-124 had 9 rocket·_ •hip■ 

15_15 

1633 
1657.:_· 
1705: '. 

a-railable for !ire on POR'? ·o.· llsSIN if delired. ,. • ··:·-·.-
CG flr1t A.rm7 1 s sued •1 tu.a tio~' report. on OMAHA :Beach aa of 071000B: -

lit DiT. and 2 regiment• of 29th. DiT. extend f1om S'l'. HONORI?tl DIS 
PJ:aTES, GOOS Lll RU<EL~ LOUVU:~s; ·_ CEUCHT. La.ndlng• op_po1ed b7 4 
German regiments who were alert and wal tinf!. %atimated ca·1ualtlea 
116th In!. 3o.', 16th I-n!. 40';', 26th Int'. 1~; sniper• and. machine 
gun !ire •till being placed on beach direetl7 north o! $.ll LAUREli'l' 
and l})Orad1e !ire 1Ull landing on beach. Attack will continue 

. according to plan; Ob•tacle• on beach continue to dela.7 cra.n·. 
Rhino !errie■ vorking well. • 

!~quested C'l'l-122 to a11ign 1ix PC, i1IJ1ediatel7 for duty a■.• 
Control Teuel1. 

Red .llert; General ~uart•r•. 
Secured from General quarter,. No attack deTeloped. 
OTG-124.9 informed CT1-124 that Britiah were firing into 
Pair? D·B:i/!SI:I. •• . . , 

1725 _C'rl-127 informed 0'1'7-124· that rpecial del'D011t1~n equi?len~ !or 
'._· u..nde.rwater ob1tacles 11 being shipped Tia P'l'-521. ·'. • , •• 

J.507 :· Cff-122 informed 'i:ISTXRN RAVAL TASK JORCI that Shuttl·e· Control 
·:_. 'wuld become ·effectiTe' at 081100 e.nd that 'prior to that 'ttie: 

•• l11.te1t int'or1aat1on could be obtained !rom CTl-124 &n(f CT7-125. 
: ·~ :: . ;!.. ..... •.:i.:•;L ·'-\ :' • . ~j ::.:.f 

•• 'T.:, .
1...:<_..,-r ·.t .. :'.-



Iotel or board the Magabip was high because of the large number
of Iroquenedes la use, but only one case of serious interfer enco
vas soted. The 7 Corpa cormand not on 35.5 ace. and the Tactical
Becomaissance frequency of 141.84 acs. both ased a crystal on
7880 хe8. Comranication vas possible on only one of these nots
at a t1me.

Istensive Jaming vas expected, as the enemy bad the
adrantage of & long established and complete vire network whereas
yo vere forced to use radio. i Surprisingly.howerer, no jamaing
vas experienced on any of the frequencies used by this force. It
Raj be possible that the enemy endearored to gain usefal infos-
matloa by 11atening to our transmlastons rathor than canso us tho
Inconrenience of Jamalag.

The folloring eircuits vere manned on board the fores
nagahip:-

Iroquency وهوك Remrka

ke Senior Officers Broadcast Ree. only
ke Area Broadcast Ree. only
kc Task force Broadcast Bec. only
ke Bear Link (Morementa)

T.A.I. Ship-Shore Simplex
ke Task Torce Command
ke Admiral's Yare

Minerveeping Yare
kc Task force Aunliary

Radar Boporting Kare
kc Joint Jorce Broadcast
kc Assault lorce Awdliary
ke Bombardment Calling
ke Sidy-Shore Administratire Beachesster s
ke shlp-Shore Adalni stratire Beschrasters27.6 mc Boat Control TA

28.0 во Boat Control IN28.8 ne Boat Control IX
29.0 ac Boat Control IX
28.4 mc Boat Control Common IX
29.2 me Boat Control Common IX

ke Assault Force Commend
ke Assault Torce Toice
kc Group Iransporta
ke Group IST - ICI (L)"
ke Group 0-1 LCT (Tolca) Roc. only
kc Group 0-2 ICT (Toice) Rec. only
ke Mrst Aray Cornad
ke T Corps - First Aray

, ke Lateral to British Arag
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ltTtl on board the fiaphip wa■ high. beca~ ... ot t~ luc• nu.aber 
ot fl'equenciea ia: uae. but onl~ one ca■• ot Hrioua- ·1nterterenc• 

" waa "notedi/1" 'l'he~·y. Corp■-' command.. net ·on· 35.5·""aci~-. &Ddt the· !acUeal 
Recozma11·aanc1 frequenq ot 141.84 ■ca;: both u,84.· a· crr•tal oii • 
7!!0 kca:f ·c.omrcmicat1on· wa■ po11ible' on~oiilf'.one;·-ot theae' net■ 
a\· a U.11•·• • _: • ·, 

•• • lnen d Te J&m1ing val e:z:pected., a■ the en1117 had. the 
ad.Tanta.&9 ot a long 11tabli1hed. and. complete wire network vherea■ 
we ··w•r•·· torcec1 to· u•• radtc,i· , 9urpr1 ,f ii«fH:J~YeT•r.~ ·no Janmtnc 
•, .•• ,_e--·,.-r,,•_~. ,,,_,,.,,,.,~~ ,·t~-.(. . , , , • •. ~· ...... ·~ ..:. ~- ,:' ~•-l;,,, •• , • • • 

va•· eiper.1eiiced. on an7 ot the' trequenciea_ uied.·· b7_; th11 force. I\ 
a&7 be Po·••1 bl'• that the- enn17 ende&Tored. . to~ pin' u■etul.l int or- • 

• . • . .. . • ' .... ~ .".r) : • • ;:..~ ► !,',. a ~ ...... ~·r,~ !-1 :. .,.,. ..... (; 'a•~ ... -~ 

aaUon b7 111tenin.& to. our tran1mi11iona rather than e&111• ua \M 
inconTenience at:. Juising. • 

!he following circuit ■ were aanned. on board the force 
fia~hip_: "."" • 

1 

7r eg_u.encz 

92.5 kc 
100·· kc· 
l,3S kc·. 

3300 lee 
72.5 ac·· 

6500_ . kc· •. 
4150 .. ·:· kc.,,·· 
2333"' lea·: 
2o6s lee:. 
5000·· kc 
3400· lee 
2716·'·-lee: 
4300: ... 1cc:·· 
2800 lee··. 
4510 lee • 

27.6 IIC 

2!.0 ■0 
2s.s ac 
29.0 ac 
2S.li ■c· 
29.2 ■c 

2190· :~, kc··. 
2600 kc. 

460 • lee'.' 
7200: :. , kc .. 
g360· •• kc .. ·'" 

10290 kc 
3916 kc • 
186o • kc 
4-420 ,kc 

Senior O!!icer■ !ra&dca1t 
Area !ro&dca■t • • 
'1'aalc 7orce. Broadca1t 
Rear Link. (MoTMD■nta) 
T.B.1 .. Ship-Shore·Simplez 
!ask lore e Comaancl ,.,. 1!''"·,: 
J.dmira1 'S YaT8 -~ • : .=; : 

Mineweepinc YaTe 
'1'a1lc 7orce .&.uxiliar7 
Radar lteporl1n& 'l&Te· 
Joint 1orce :Broad.ca■\ 
.&.11&ul t 7orce .&.uxili&r7 
Bombarbent Callin& 
Ship-Shor•Adaini ■tratiT■ 
Ship.Sher• .1d.llini1traUTe 
:Boa, Control nc 
:Boat Cozitro1 • 1K 
:Boat Control JK 
~-ail Con\rol lK 
:Boat Con tr.of Common N 
:Boat Control co-on N 
.lua.11.i't:.: 1orce, Cowzul 
.lnaui'( 7o~-~>ro·1e•· .. arc,· · frah_ •• _ r~·,· :, -·. 

1Ip -~--- , .. . 
Gro'ap L~:f/;;;' LCI(L)_':'-... •• ' 
Group_ ~l Lei (T9t"°ce) • 
Group ~ ~! C-:n>ice) _:·: 
J'1 r It J.ra·-r &, icm ■ ?ld . . 
T Corp■ :- 71}i·, -~-, . 
Lateral to llri ti.ah· J.riq~ i • 

• .:,-. Kee~". o nl7. 
lec 1

~ onl.7-
llec. 01117· 

.... 

!eachaastera 
!each:aatera 

. ... , ....... 
-:1 ~ • • ~ I,, • ,. 

Rec: onl:, 
Rec~ onl7_ 

.= . ,.· 
_, ,. 
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Operacions Plan Go.
par 1 & 2 30 Foü. No. 9, 336th En r Conbat Bn.

3• B. Company i lanus sial haü conteota reconnalanovolesent soves
Leter: 115 to lost along keuch to #1 assenbly eres 697893 1r

prictiael. Alter note aseembly eres 702890
(1: In event latersi novemet la not pructiosl due to enemy

notion on left slank company w1l1 move inlend fror ErisY
Res ic Personnel franait ares where dispoation will be
made to loît flanit by inland route•

(2) in errivsl et nesesbiy area Company wil De forzed into
security, Mine romyal, and Gen. Engr Pistons, Each

platoon will be brcien down into operating aeoliona or
crews.

2. Security Platccn sets up 2-50 ial Kgs Guns en high ground to
loft of Rd exit Fl. uue sectien will be responsible for unit

tnittel hir martirg una ea soon as prootioel vill set up and
oper: te Icud Haler Eçuipnent.

(1) Scourity Fistcon will seat two (2) reocnnaisande petrols
elong routes outlined on crerlay to explore aree ST
HOLRIAG DES TESNE "Cae mine rarovsl uection wiil sec-
cupany the patrol alons theellis 11ne. Ihe aignei tesu .
will lay telophene aire bebind hoth atroo sau too Ialens
patrol will be furnsined cne sallo• Saen parol v111
ctrry at leust oru bazooks• Patrols will contact esch
cther st predetermined point near ST HUNCHINE.

(2) Securily Flaton witl hold 30 Cal #d orova in resorre
untll sufficiont inicrmation has beon geined to coanit
then on order of the Piftoon Counances-

g.1. !!ne renoval pletoon will diapatch one sectien with the
shore line patrol and huve ancther seciion in reedizess to
nove aith the inland pitrol cn oall,

1 2. Mine renoval platocu will utilise the necessary setiona
to clais rosd îl iniand in theleast posaibio tine, I.is
munt be sogulsted no thit the Con ingr Plutoon dan ocaplete
rosd prior to l$12.

3. Il practiosl sectiona ci the mina renoval pistoon vill be
sent inland co the firat marked Lare to clear lateral rocd
80 anú literal rosá Dosü in the compary zone ef paspor-
sib1lity. AA Gun positiona as abora on the oveslzy 15 nct
occupiod will be cleared artes appsoval of tba da unita on
the bassh.

4. On corpletion of cauizned trakefotlona will oleor jukw
park. in Muirtenence Prei ana otber rondu of dünpony res-
ponaibillty ahowa en he overlay.

4. ihe General ingr Plstccu w1ll seoure the coupany D7 axi cro
add1 t1cnal D7 Irca Besch Fi% GREEN, on ecamiag eshore. It
wil1 be responeible ics oftiag the athuy sason to the seo-
nbly ares and ucividio the Trailer.

11.L 

- ... __ ;:::liil'--' 

... •.· . • ~perc-_~1ona Plan Co. !,_. . '•::, . 

Par l & 2 Se F.J. No.· 9, ·336th El\ r Co~b3.t Bna 
. .'.!-~~ .... ~'-~ ·: • '.'. :.: i. .. . • • • ' 

• 'I •• 

3 /a. Cc'!!pany ;, UlilU8· g,:,2Y·'~t~ ccoteota reoonr1.~1ano_~l~nt, IDOVen 
- lcter::ll.y t:o•l~ft ~l'orff,t..G!;Ch·:~t,_o _fl" _sesembl,:r • f:~~ 6~7893 1f 

p~FC t!o'el. 1,lt:er ·note·•taaee~bly ·•r•.r,·~-702890 • 
('l~ In'"~e·vent leit.ersi ,ncive'met:·1e rio't.:pl"&ot1ch;r--due tc •net11y 

HOt1cn en left :rd'ni'. oo·ir.p:,ny'._·fwill • ~ova.~ 1ril,ind f'rc~ g;,Si'. 
R:::.i.;1 {c Pe"rsonnel·. ·fi·8ne1 tt area, wh•·,-e d1epoati~D w1ll be. 
m.;de to- loft.· tlnwc hv• 1nlcntf route·~ . 

(2) (.,n t.:rr.1vstlit.· De1uiibl'y,:t~.rea:·00~&n1 w11 bo for-Md into 
,, '· r,ecu:fl tv t. 'Mi'~ N .. i:-'..vti.i''~ en~ Oen II bgt Pli, t.cns. i:ACh 

•• pl&t.oon"\,1ll 'oe bre:'ten do·wif int.a· ope:rut.106 a·eo·t10na er 
'c_ :_<.' ' ore'ws;~,;~::· '"/( .... • . • 
-:. b. &.ciAr1ty ·~·1 .. tc~c'r:' a;cti. ~;, 2-50 ~-aJ. rtgzi Guns en h1gh e,round. to 
.>-.7· loft or :itf''ex1 t> Fl·; vuer ■eot1cn will be reapcnalble: tor un1 t 

-· -· 1 ~1 t1cl ;.i~· ~a~!r.g t:.na iia eoon aa i,~ot1'lP.l'' w1.il 1et, "P and 
_operc,te 1.ct.u2· Haler, EG-u1pl!lent. ·-. • • 
( l )! t.cfu--1 ty i:fitt·cein \/ill. aent t,vo O'd raoonna1a~DO• • p:trol■ 

. ·.•. ·-
.slong rcµtei·'.·ou1.lined· en overlay- to ·explore aNP. ~T 
t;~~.:U.tc L;Et~rrm:1:~r.· .. Cae' mine mr.ovr,l Y•ot.1cn·will ace• 
c-m~ey· ~ -~·trol eloll6 thfJClitf' 11~•~ _,!~ aifMl t~. 
will lay> telephc;na • .,_~ .behfnd ~~ ., ... ~~ ~ :.tac; !~n..: 
p.:.1-rcJ/ "1ll bfJ~ n:.rns·11:et1 en• ratao ., --Baoil pa.t"Ol will 
ct:,rry· at.· lelf&t .. ca·;u ba~cok1f. Patrol• v1ll c.ont.ict. e.sch 
ether' .ll t: pre~ter:,,lriet! pc1nt nef'r 51 H~;~HlNi:_.- • -· 

{2j .Je"'--ur·it.y fa ton w.:.:1 ~old ,o Oal )10 orew&J in• reseMe • 
t;nt! 1 S\.i.tf1c!ont ln!'Cr'1?~ t1cn· baa beon Sf.liMci to 00111111 t 
th.e"!! c n crder ot· 1.hg Pl~ toon Com~~r '!t 

.£• l. !~!rie rtt?"cvol pletoon w!ll' d1apatch one aect.1c-n with the 
ehcre line pn trcl • Lnd hx;ve onctner ••c t1r.n 1n reed1oe11.s to 
-nc.iv11···«lth· the lill£.nc1 p~.tr-ol en oall. ._ ... 

·1.2. !!ine removcl plBtoc.u wlll ut111!• t.he neo.•eary eet1c?la 
to cl~.:.1· rood ,l inli:ind. !n th.;;l•s:at, pc.,aa1ble. time, "l~J• 
'7Ttlet be rogulot.ed 10 tbct the _C<in i,;ngr fltttoon 01J.n ocmplet.e 
ro;:d prior to a,'12. . • • . • •. • · 

3. It .. pr~ctic~l secticr~ ct' the m1na removal .plEiLtoon "ill be • 
11ent !nl!:Ild c;c ~ ftr11t. -murli.:ed une to cl~~r l~terel rodi 
e: e.n~ lL.ter; .. l rg&ci. r,.~:, in the oo!"'.pany r.oritt et ,-.,i,on­
s~1?1li t.,Y •. AA Gun pos1 t1ona· •• ahown on the overl~y l! net. 
O(foi°Jp!.:,(1 .111111 be oleoNd artel' e.ppnv·al ot t.be ;,.A unl te en 

-' i;f\:. -- tbs: bo.l~h·. · · ,, · ·, . 
. :(\> 4,, en co.,tplet.1on cf caa!gned t:,•k•totlona w1ll oleor ~.., 

. park, _an MEJ1n~_ncnc·e· e.r(JL 11m other N!i'1li· c1' ccl'l'lpGny res-
-· pcna1b1l1 t_v ah0wn en ho ove,r1 .. ,-. • - :-~; 

A•'.. 'H~~-,aeaeral ~- Fl.etcczJ ll'1ll aeO\lN· the oCMJpsny D7 e.m e,IlQ 

•. ad~_.1.,,_ t1onal: D7 rrc,n bfitROh r:.1. G:!EE?•, OD CC11'1'11fl5 a ab.ore. lt 
wi~lt,be re•pc;-~a1ble 1'cr:· eti~1~·t.he i\t.huy iia~on to tbe si!,.;;· 
•~bly,: aree end l..L.l'-'6di~·. t.:-.1e. Trc..1ler. ·• ·_: .• 
~~- ~ ' ~ 

-··. . ~-
:·. ~-- . :-

,· · .... ·. 



4. (cont'd)
*(8) Sase seotion w921 lay wire asross the wench shingleas

soon as prectioni and superylse and sealet the construction
of road fl to be able to curry 120 vehioles per hous by Hal2.

(3) Make necessary errongement to prosure additical wire, ones-
pa11ng and core setting frcm cerch FOX ORELH.

(4) Un ocapletion of El, ocatanue construation of sond 208 in
In18ied Dump Areas along roads 80 to B90

g. Compeny Has will eat up GE, Initially at: 702890.
(1) #ill bare phone connections to petrols operoting island. "211

Bes up and malatain coaplote eperations orelay, company
journal, furnish one rumer to Ba, CP. Will procure as soon
as poseible a roster of company peraonnel landed and any 1-
formation avallable consering absentees... *111 evelato and
consolidate ail BEl

£ 1. Cperstione seation will erect the left flenk warker at the
extrose left flank of the vorteble becon, end erect the ned-
10n1 evsoustica marker when this point is establabe. It
v11 be responalblefor erecting a1 eigna and lights sa
required. The inftlal suppiy dump wil1 be got up in the
Inlană position or order of the coa prior to DAl. K 1   t c h e n
personne; will propare to supply at lesst 2 hot meala por day.

• 0089901ng I42.
2• (1) sach Mo@, will be proteated by riflemen and at least one

basooks •120 Fox holes v111 bedug neer all vorking site, gun poaltiona
and bivouro ar088.

3) Carouflage, Flackout disciple. s.u.l.
4 Mispereion at ell times will be maintained.

ว ร # ต ย  ต 2 1  5 ๙ พ อ ท  ส น  ค ร $ 5 2 7 0 6 7

(6) Loul seourity will be maintaind by each sedition or group
whether working or not.

(7) Booby trape inoluding time denses may be proucient 1n log-
10r1 plaee, bulldings orchards, patha, and hedges, Restrict
p c r o r e n t   u n l e s s   o s s o n t l e L •

(8) Pasevord and reply vil be ueed.
4. Each individuel landa vita full ointeen # gallon allowenes

v111 ba carried. tater to ke obtained frca no source exeept
approved DoP.

BEL •ai Conditions of existing roada & bridges.
Di Loostion of road materials.
o• Lovation and quatity el vatar polato.
a. Possible bivouso aress.
e. Exaot loaatica of sine Siolda; atatue of senova..
r. Location and extent of all obsteoles end defenaive works.

: (1) Estimate of vork to be done.
g• Uae of ges by enemy-gas contam: nated areas.
ho Eneny fir. ctivity.
1. Reporta of unexploded shele or borbs.

L.J. 10THSPEICH
c i p t CE

. OFFICIAL:

Capt CE.

!• (Oent 0
~) • . 

----··:~""?·ui) !Ui® :1e0t1cn. uill lay \!tire OO?'OGS the :·e;lch ml1lngleaa:: -
aoon ea ~~otloiJl -1nd 1uper,,j_ee and eeei ■ t. the conat.ruct1cn 
ot -road Flt~ oe-~ble to c&rry l<O yehlolea per hcur bJ ff/l2. 

• .(3) Make ·necea1u•1 errongeNnt to proaure add1 t1cnal wire, oh.ea• 
pel1ng•and core metting frcffl ~c:ch- rox ORE~~.- - -· • _ .• 

__ (-4) CJD oc-srplet.100 or Fl, ocnt.anu@ 00oatruotion _or·. ron4 .net,., 1n 
. • 1n1 \1a1 Du!J!P Areaa along roooa 80 -to 890 . 

< .. _. Jt•,OO"J"-ftY ·Hqa will ee\ up Ci'• 1n1t.lally a\,, 702890. 
·< .')/:-. (1} _iii_ll b.N phone ooimeot1cnB to p11

0
trola. -.o~_fil,~~~ 1Jlllan,d•- Will -

eel up an4 raa1nt.a1n oo~plote operat1one oola7,_:,i oomp~n7 
-JO:UJ"Dal, furnieh one rumier t.o Bri;~: CP. ,.iitlr'~r• at aoon. 
aif poee1bltt s ro■ t.er or c~ny '.pereciriziel _1aD4e4. an4_··ant· ~ ... 

• r~Att1on &Y81lable ocnoerning -abmentee1(;·:. '~111 GTelst•. an,i-:, . 
, -consol1da.t.e. all &EI. - . .. . • • - • • . - • ·_ • 

,.,_ l. _0:s,er11-t1CJn■ eeot1on will ere-ct tho lett. f'lenk· ·oerker et the • • 
;--.: extreme let't tllllnk .or -t-be wo~e.ble bet\oh/ ·end erect ihe_ M4• 

10111 e.~1aust1cn 1'1srcer when th1• po1_??,t" 1s--··•,~ab111htt.- it-· .:..: 
w1i be re~pona1'bl&tor erect1~ al t1gne erzu. .. 11ght■ oe -· .. 
nqulrd. -?ta • ~n1 t.1al aupply, dutnp_~_'!.13:.l _be --■~t up 1n _-the 1 

1.nl.an4 po■1 t!an-- .. cr order ot the CQ. i=-1or t.o·· I:>il;, !a tchen 
i-raonnel w1ll prepare tc 1upply ·at.lee.at 2 ·n,;,_t/meala_ per 4~1. 

· OOll!MI011iJ!f. r.,'2 • . · · • :: . _· • , •••.. ,, .. 
a.~ (l) .keh_ M.Q,. will be protff~ed by rltle=:,en enct_3t-, le!'!et one 

;·.- , /-: • 'ba50oks • -. . . . -·" - . ,. - • • 
-.~:(iO. rox hoiea will bedug nee:-. all i,o;king •1te: gun poe1 tiona 

• ·,sn4 blvouao &Naa.. : : · . •• - ·_ - • '. 
• (-.) CaP10Utla,se, flaokO\lt. d.1ac1pl1ne. s.c • .r.. .. : 
._{_g_~~J..lpl!Nion a• .. .tl t1~~ w.111 -be,. me11nta1n~d. - ,_ 

• --~~s-~:~r.:!:u~~; :~~o~ :;~~!!1!:~;·elloh .-~d1t1~n or.grew~; _ _.: 
wh•~r vork1rg or not. • ·: .. . • ._:,·:. . _-·_,-

(?) Bcob'j iz.ape 1nolud1ng t.1"e decaea may b-., prouolent 1n leg• 
i~l pl&HI, ,bu1ld1nga ci-ah!tN8, J)Stha, .and hedges. Reet.r1ot. 
9Cft!Nllt Unl!t&S eaaentie J. • 

.-... ( 8} Panvord a= reply w1l be ue•d •, ---~' _· 
~. &e i;. .,b 1nd1•1du&l lande w1 th l D Elnd l JC ft,'.lt.icc·~ 
- 'ti·.- £{.ob 1~v1du!l land• w1.th full o;:ntAen t as.llcn '1.llovence 
•• . 7.' will b9 ot-trr!ed. b'at.er to ee o'bta1ne4 t.rc 1i no aouroe. ex.aept· 

. - ·• .-ppruvod • D•P• • 
&iU. 
a~ Cc2l41 t.1ona ot u1at1J"Jg read■ • br1dgea • 
b·.· .. J..ooat.1011. ot road .mterl~l•• 
o •' ·1.o0at1on an4 q11ant.lt.7 ot water po1nta • 
o. &08:i.1blc b1V0\U:O·l!resa • 

. •• Ezao, loo~tiors or:., mine tield..a; atatue ot .remove·~-. -
t. Looat1on.aD1 extent' or ell ~bsteolea end defena17e work■• 
: • ( l ).- lat.1n.te ot wo:rlc - to .. be dc-r,c. _ . _ 
g. U•• ct gss_b::7 one~7-gaa qont~~~~~ted nr•••• 
h~ Enel!y t.ir. ct1v1tJ,',. 

-... · 1~-.. _Re-~orta of une:xplccSed ehel e or bo'IlbS~ ; 

. OFFICl,,L I 

r.:-- ~J .lOP.'l'PSEICR 
Capt CE. 

L.J .l.JTHSPElCH­
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suzo l, 1964

Dear Admiral Kirk,

that am taking the 11berty of writing you about an eventI have wondered about these past twenty Jears.
I was shore party cormander of Fox Red Beach on Cabafor the Dday landing and consequent developement of the

beach area and exit route.
Late in the morning' of D+1, after a hectie time ofsupervising mine remoral on theroute up the hill and an

Improvised assembly area on top of the hill, I received a
call from the naval beach party communication setup and was
told the fleef commander wished to talk to me. I identified
myself on theiradio and a conversation went something 11ke

"This is the Ilotilla commander. You are authorized
to speak in the clear. What do Jou want in there? Your exit
1s the only one gotting any volume of vehicles across the beach,"

I replied that we needed more people; engineers and hearyequipment and infantry, small arms ammunition, and artillery
to support the infantry already here, - and also to stop thechemical warfare preloaded Dukws that were cluttering up theassembly area.

Whoever I talked to carried a big stick, as in one hour
were crossing the

cranes, etc.

Now, Admiral for twenty years I have been wondering 11It was really you I talked with that confused June morningof 1944•

L o t h s p e i c k   0 - 1 1 0 1 9 3 0C. A 336 5g.ch.
En.

5th Engr Special Brigade

lal

-= ..... J 

=-f 

_ ,-.·_r)!iV!;fE\~_t[~;:--·~ 
JU.ne 7s' 1964 

I~:,:·;ti%r 
Deai!Adrid.ral'Kirk, 

•. :_:\}::~:=ff-~' taking the 11 berti-_ ot writing you_ about. an event 
t~~;.J_.: have- wondered about ~-~--~• past twenty _years. 7<' • -· • 

. ;:._:\'.(ir -w~s shore party commJ~';; '-~t F~·x Red ~eac.h on omaha 
t9t,.··_ t_he If ~•1. lm~ng __ and ·cc,tf~equ_ent developement or: the•r· • 
beach· are a and· exit·:· route. • . ·. ;;;_ · < - • . . . . ~ 

. • }-a 

La~~- in the morning'. ot D+l,~ _ atter a hectic time ot 
·auper:vising mine removal on, the _route up the: hill' and an 
imp~:!ti!d' assembly··, area. __ on· top oi\_the hill, I: :r;-eceived a 
callftro11( the narwal beach party communication setup and. was 

~~;~:J}~~~r:~!~~~a!~~ a ~~~!:r!~ti~~~=~ t~:-~me ti~~~iii!~4 

th.i)i'~;:·."~s is the tlotilJ,·_c.~~~g!!"• Y~'ll are __ ~uthoriz.~.4 
to speak·"in the clear. What- do. you want; 1n· there?,,::. Your, exit 
is: th$7-'cii'll! one. getting ani,:_v_oiu:me ot vehicles~ a~·ros.~_·. the_ be~~h./! 

. ,.i/I.--r.eplied that we needed ·more people;-· engineers and he&TJ' 
eq~i~•.??-_~• ~"1l4 .. i~antry~ :)mal~. ~rma umnmi ~1?n, ~d_· ~rt11;·eff.:. 
to. support=· the intantry already: here,-_ and· also. to stop the. 
chemit:.alf-wartare preloaded DUkws~ that were cluttering up· the 
assembij,J" a~e_a~ ·. ,-_. :> \ ~- • • , .•• • 

• -. }:~t~J~·;::~!I t~lked to carri•d· a ·big s";ick, as in one houi-_ 
and J_dJmiiiut~• ·artillery, 1.55 guns no less, were· crossing th• 
beac11r·aron§;v1tn Seabee rhino-terries loaded.with dozer11, 
cranes, . etc-.,_.-;-·;·. . • .,, - . • •. ' '. . . ; . . -·. , .. 

_ Now, ·1~~~_:l tor .twentJ years I have been wondering it 
1.t waa._rea11,-·10u I talked with that contused June morning 
ot 194,4:· •. ->, .. ' • • '- • · • • --• : · · · ' 

.,,. .··: .• : . . ; · .. 
:··-.;:. : . 

.:. ·} ~ : ·.:.:-:;: .. : -.t 

· .. -- ._· .. 

. ·::-... 
_.-.:... ·. :· 

.' ··~ 

,.: • ~- Loth eich 0·1101930 
Co. A 336 Eng. c. Bn. 
5th Engr. Special Brigade 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON. DC 20350-2000

IN REPLY REFER TO

5758Ser: 09BH/AR:504315
15 FEB 1989
REC'D -2-28-87Mr. Joseph G. Backes

336th Engineer Combat Battalion Association
52.02

Dear Mr. Backes:
This replies to your letter of January 27, concerning Captain Larry J.
Lothspeich on Fox Red Beach during the Normandy Invasion.
After extensive reading and reviewing of Admiral Kirk's papers, message
traffic, action reports as well as published material, we believe that
the person that Captain Lothspeich spoke to was not Admiral Kirk but the
flotilla commander of the LCT or LCI flotilla assigned to land troops and
supplies on the FOX beaches.• We enclose a message from Admiral Kirk (CTF
122) •to Admiral Hall (CTF 124), who was in charge of the landings at
Omaha Beach, that shows Admiral Kirk's concern for the slow unloading on

the beaches. " Admiral Hall probably passed this concern along to his
subordinates. we are also including a message from Admiral Hall to
Admiral Kirk reporting on the unloading in the late afternoon of June 7,
1944. Additionally, we are also enclosing extracts from Admiral Hall's
report that specifically mentions Fox Red beach as well as the unloading
problem. Published sources that may be of interest are Samuel Eliot

Morison's Ihe Invasion of France and Germany, 1944-1945 which is Volume
XI of his fifteen-volume History of United States Naval Operations in
World War II, and G. A. Harrison's Cross Channel Attack, which is part
of the monumental series U.S. Army in World war II.

Captain Lothspeich's military service during World War II is noted with
great appreciation and I hope that this information will be helpful to
your group and• especially Captain Larry Lothspeich.

Listolend
Enclosures ASSISTANT VICE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

(Acting)

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 

• ~.:· =:1.:~. 
WASHINGTON. QC 20350-2000 ;. '<·, 

• : .. _.:/; ! 

•N REPLY REF'ER TO 

5758 :· 
Ser.:, 09BH/AR, 50431,5 

1 5 FEB.1989 
.. . .. t;; \' 

. Mr. Joseph G. Backes ~(:;, c_ 'D -:2 -.2✓ -J7 
336th,Enaineer Combat Battalion Association 

. :i~~~~--~(-· .. 1,.:•:'·· 
oear r~ Backes:· • 

• 
This replies t6 your' letter of January 27, conc•~ning Cap~ain Larry J. 
Lothspefch on Fox· Red Be'ach di.ir~~g ~he, Normandy' r'riva·sion. 

Af_ter, extensive reading and reviewing of Admiral Kirk '_s pape_rs, message· 
• traffic,. action reports'- as well t a's publ ishe~ mater_ial~::)ie· belie_ve that .. 

the perion thi~ Captiiri Lothspeich s~oke_to~was not"AdmiralKir~_but the' 
flotilla"commander··of the LCT or' "tcr fio,ti_lla· 'a:ssigned to land; troops and 
slipplies ori"the FOX. beaches'/ We en·close ·a· messagEf from Admiral' Ki1:k (CTF 
122). to Admiral Hall· (CTF. 124), who was fn • char-ge· of: the landings_·~ at 
Omaha .. Beach·, tha):'- shows Admiral Kirk's. concern for. the slow u,nloadirici:·'ori 
the. bea·ch~s~':;_,;; Adnif~al'··aall probably· passed' th1s·."·concern.,:··afong to his 
subordinates~·· We ,.·are also including a·· message from Admiral. Hall to 
Admiral Kirk· reportfng·oii_tne unloading in'the.late afternoon • .9£ _June 7, 
1944. Additionally, we· .. • a'r'e· also enclosing extracts from Admiral Hall's 
report that specificallf mentions Fox Red beach as well as.th~ unloading 
problem~ Published·. sou'fce·s" that may be· of interest are- Samuel Eliot 
Morison's The Invasiori of'Fi~nce ~nd Ger~any, 1944·-1945 which is voirirne 
XI of his- fifteen-volume. History of United states Naval Operations iri 
World war II, and G. A~ Harrison's Cross Channel Attack, which is part· 
of the monumental. series u,s, Army in world war II. • . . : ;. ,' ' . . 

': .1 

Captain Lothspeich's military service during World war Ir- is noted with 
great appreciation and I hope that this information will be h~lpful to 
your group and especially Captain Larry Lothspeich. 

G. . WILEEN_ 
Enclosures ASSISTANT VICE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 

(Acting) • 
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$7$947 B VISUAL ROUTINE

FROM PERSONAL OBSERVATION RATE OF UNLOADING OVER BEACHES IS SLO# X
ENEMY ACTION MUST BE EXPECTED AND RISKS ACCEPTED X ISAKE EVERY EFFORT
TO EXPEDITE LOADING X
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SITUATIN RETORT NUMDER 2 AS OF 072200 JUNE 7 ARMY OBJECTIVES ARE CAPTUREOF "" JAY CHECTIVES AND PORTEN BESSIX LIN HOW ADVANCO TO

SOUTH OF A FOSITION VICINITY 670870 X PATROLS ENTERING PORT EN BESSIN AT1500 X ILLAVY LOSSES TO DEMOLITION UNITS AND BEACH GATTALTONS FROM MORTAR
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218bP13/416-3
Bastal!! 00876

ELEVENTH AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

علمحا
2 7   J a l y   1 9 4 4 .

From: Commandor Assanit Porce. "O!.(Commandes Mereath Lighibous Forco).

omender la Cales, United States Fieet.
Tia: Joinender Yestera Isral Ian 10500.

Sabjoct: Lotion Report - Assault on TIERTIN-OLITIL

Boctor, Coast of SOSAID.

Bolerence: (a) Art. 712 and 874(6) 0.8. Jary Regalatloas 1920.
(b) Eary Degartment Ballotia of 31 December 1943.

pages 257 - 260.

1. This report 1a dirided into aiz parta as follor:-

Part I-MARRATITE OF THE ACTIOT.
Part II--CHRONOLOGI CAL ORDER OF ITS.
Part III- PIROBMANCE OF ORDRANCS HATKRIAT AND

QUIPMET, INCLUDING AKHUHITIOH EXPENDITUE.

Part IT-BESUNE OF BATTLE DAMAG(LOSSS).
Part ToOT'S AND RECOMMATIONS.
Part TI-PERSONAL PERTOBLAICE AND CASTALIIS.

The Operation Order of Commander Lasarlt Porco "0",
(Operation Order Fumber 8344), 1s not incloded 1a this zeport.
Copies hare already bees furnished addresses.

Roconsendations l08 avards are la separato co5300-
3.

pondence.

9.2 Have. J
I. BALT, E

DECLASSIFTET

DECLAS31
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2. !he Operation Ord.ar ot-. Ooaaand.er J.asaul\ J'oro• ·•o•, 
(OperaUon Ord.er ~ber ll ~1'), 11 not; incl-aided ill \hi ■ report;. 
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ACTION REPORT
ASSAULT ON VIERVILLE-COLLEVILE SECTOR

COAST OF NORMANDY

PART I
NARRATIVE OF THE ACTION

The assault on the VIERVILE-COLLEVILLE Sector of the
NORMANDY Beaches was part of a joint British-American operation,
purpose of which was to secure a lodgement on the Continent from which
to develop further offensive operations. This in turn, was a pert of
a large strategic plan to bring about the total defeat of Germany by
means of assaults upon German-occupied Europe from the UNITED KINGDON,
the MEDITERRANEAN, and RUSSIA. The joint attack was launched in tro
adjacent areas in the BAY OF. THE SEINE. Simultaneous assaults were
made by the Eastern Naval Task Force (British and Canadian), composed
of Assault Forces "S", "J", and "G", and follow-up Force "I"; and by
the Western Naval Task Force (U.S.), composed of Assault Forces "o",
and "U", and follow-up Force "B". The boundary line between the British
and U.S. Forces started at the root of PORT EN BESSIN Hestern Breakvater,
thence 025° true to Meridian O° 40' Nest, thence northward along this

as Force "on under the direction of the Cormander, Force "0".

The entire operation was commanded by the Supreme Commander,
Allied Expeditionary Force, General D. D. EISENHOTER, U.S.A. Under
him were three officers, each acting as the Commandti-ih-Chief of his
respective arm. Their command was exercised jointly. They were:-

Naval -- Allied Naval Commander-in-Chief,
Expeditionary Force --
Admiral Sir Bertram H. RANSEY, RN.

Army -- Cormander-in-Chief,
21st Army Group --
General Sir Bernard I. MONTGOWERY, RA.

Air -- Commander-in-Chief,
Allied Expeditionary Air Force --
Sir Trafford LEIGH-MALLORY, RAF.

Under the Allied Naval Commander-in-Chief mere the Conmanders of the.
Eastern Naval Task Force, and the Western Naval Task Force, respectively.
The Western Naval Task Force was commanded by Rear Admiral KIRK, ISN,
under whom were Assault Force "O" commanded by Rear Admiral HALL, USI;
Assault Force "U" by Rear Admiral MOON, ISN; and follow-up Force "i"by
C o n n o d o r e   E D G A R ,   U S N !

- 1 -

• '&-r.W•rt:v· •• . . 
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. • ACTICIT REPORT 

ASSAULT ON VIERVILIE-COLLEVILIB SECTOR 
CQ\ST OF NOIW.NDY 

PAR'r I 
NARRATIVE OF THE ACTICJl 

• · 1. · • The assault on the VlERVIUE~oID:VII.U: Sector of the 
NOR11AIIDY Beac:~f.~tw'a.s··· ~ of. a joint· Britis~:~f.~can; operatiAnr the . 
purpose o( 1'1hich was to' secure a lodge~_~t .on! the Continent from which 
to deve_l_op _f'tirtlier· _offensi!e. operat~ons. • P1i~ in turn, was a ~r,t or· 
a large,,_s_tratecic_ plan to bring about the total dAfeat of Germany· bjP 
mea.t:i°s'' o.f10as's"'aul t:f uoon' German-occupied Europe from the UUITED KINGD<ll, :· 
the ~l'..LEI~1AUEAI-1, • and Rti;{s:U:{f1' The·;. j oi~;t-:--at tack_. !as launched • in· two. 
adja~ce,?!J -E!.~a~ in the. BAY _OF. mE ~EIIIB~ ~ Simultaneous assaults ~ere 
riiade -bi. the" Eastern Naval- Task Force (British_· and,, Canadian)·, composed 

' ,If,,:.',,. • • \/J>1. •• ,,!,., J • • • 

of' Assault Forces 11S11 ,· ,-"J.", and "G" l and! fol~(?W-up Force" "L"; o.nd by 
the_ \1estern Naval· Task·_ .F'.~ice (U.S.)," cqmpos,,ed: of Assault Forces "O", 
and .. ~lJ11, and fol low-up Force "B.". The boundary. line between the Brit.ish 
anr{U.S. Force·s'',;3tarte~-at·the root of PCRT EN.Br.SSIN Western Brea.kl,ater, 
thence 025° true to i1eridian o0 40 1 West, thence· .. northward. along this : •. 
meridian to latit1:1,d~," :49_~(401 North. Assault ~orc,e~"O" attac~ed ene.1!1{-::; 
beaches in the rn:RVIIJE-COLIEVILIE Area while Assault Force "tJ11 attacked 
beaches in. the MADEIEillE-Area.; For_ce_."B"~; landed over the ~~ beaches 
as Force "0" ·under the' direction of. the Commander,·. Force 110" ~ .• 

2. ,, .... The e1:1tire operation was cor:u:ianded_ by the_ Supreme Colllllander, 
Allied Expeditionary Force, General D. D. EISENHcm:R~ U.S.A. Under. • 
him were __ three officers, each actitig as the. CommandE:. ... ~-fh-Chief of his 
respective a.rm.-: . Their·. command was exerc_ised jointly. They ·were:-

• ••. • ... ·:,,• • •·, :•. l :}:r;, i-'r,.\;1;' • • l ~ ., ,';,-, 

. Naval ~;-: Allied Naval Comm~der-in~hief, 

• Air 

·: '_ Expeditionary Force ·..:.·~ · • • 
• -"i·! Admiral Sir Bertram H. RAMSEY, RN. 

Commander-in-Chief, 
2i"s,t A.:n'q Group --

General Sir Bernard L. MONTGOJEHY, RA. 

Commander-in-Chief, 
Allied. Ex:i;:edi tionary Air Force --· 
Sir Trafford IEIGH-MALURY, RAF. 

Under the Allied Naval Commander-in-Chief were the Commanders o! the. 
Eastern ?Iaval _Task: F,o~?e, and the TTestern Naval Task Force, respectively. 
The Western Naval 7:_¥~k lorce was comnaoded by Rear Admiral KIRK, tBH, • , • .· 
under whoni were As,s~,ul.J_·_ Force "0" commanded by Rear Admiral HALL, USll; '. -~--' ·.·: 
Assault Force "U'-'· by- ~ar_Admiral MOON; ts?:; and follow-up Force .11B". brir 

• Commodore EDGAR, t.B?{i\/ • ., • • • • ? ~- • 
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LEETERS 10 E

Instill Discipline,Install the Military
Do any of these educators and theother "champions of the poor" reallywant to give these Hartford kids aneducation? (Failings but No Solu-tions for Hartford Schools," Jan. 31)Would all these great thinkers from.all these bureaus and all their law.yers really like to have the ghettodwellers with the ability to read andwrite and calculate well (or almost aswel!) as their more affluent suburbancounterparts?Would you like to see these inner-city school students become real stu-dents who would behave themselvesand who would stop breaking the win-dows, wrecking.the bathrooms andscribbling graffiti on the wall? Andwhile we're at it, would you like to secthem stop doing and pushing drugs?You can do it without hiring onemore sociologist: without buying onemore piece oi audiovisual equipment.All vou have to put in those schooisis two things: discipine and peace. In

During the Korean War, I had achance to see what the Army did withthe raw material the draft board sent.I watched & buck sergeant with twovears of teachers colieze from someunknown Mississippi schoolgang oi recruits who were nothingNeanderthal.months. he and the other non-comsthese people how to read.write, shave and bathe. They learnedhow to take care of their weapons:they learned what a bank check was.they iearned how to undersiand a bu:umetabie.Even the students who want 10learn in these schools can't. How canvou think about aigebra when youknow that a couple oi guys in the baci:of the room are going to be waitingior vou after school with knives ürguns for the sheer joy of it?If vou can have schools with disc:-pline in them, you don't need ansmore than four walls.electricity.pathrooms, a cafeteria and black-soards. If they were to establis::chools like that in these sium di:.ricts they would be towers of ligh:ir the rest of the neizhborhoods.What vou need is disciplineariace so that the teacners can teace don't need sainis. We don't neeedicated" teachers. We need per: with the same competency es in:my sergeant.

I'll tell you how you get that disc)..pline and peace. Our Governmenimade a pact when we decided to turnthe military into something the nationcould rely pn. We swore to a lot ofmen and women that we'd train them.We'd give them jobs that they couldenjoy with pride We'd give them aliving wage and a career. The onlyhitch is that they might have 10 ge:shot at once in a while. Now. aiter webroke our promise and dumped ser-eral hundred thousand of those menand women, the newspapers are de-bating sending a division to Bosnia.We've got a war to fight right ner:I say we should keep those soidie::and station some of them inschoois and some of them in varioushigh-traffic areas around the towns
And please don't give me that baio-ney about martial law. ] rememberdecent black residents inLos Angeles said when the NationalGuard started to pull out. They saidthat this was the only time they've

• A squad or two of first-rate Ameri-can soldiers or sailors or marines inany high school would cause an in-stant: transiormation. Some kidswould learn, they'd get a fighungchance to become decent citzens andthe white tamilies and the black iam-thes would stop yanking their kias ourparticulariy if therthought their children weren't in aar-ger of being killed or maimedmore. it would cut the educauona:budper. it would cut nundreas oi bri-dollars in crime losses. 1!would throttle down the drug trade.The only losers would be the socia!engineers who so desperateiv need anunderciass to work on.
THOMAS WHITEHEADNew Canaan
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more than iour ·walls::'° elecincit\'. 
Jathrooms, a cafeteria and black­
)Oards. If thev \~•ere to establis;; 
chools like tha't in these· sium dJ.0 • 

ricts. thev ivbuJd be· ro\~•ers of ·ligh: 
>r the rest. of toe· ne,ghborrioods,· 
What vou need ls d:scioi1ne··ar.~ 
iace so.that ih~ teacners can teac:. 
e don't' need saiiii's .• \i.'e don\ n°e:'l, 

edicatcci" tea·tners. \~·e neeo ·r,~•· 

i with the same ccrnnetencv ~s ii":. 
my sergeanL 

·----·--· 
·.: _,_:-• .. 

.•.•• .. • 
:r 

. I'll t'ell y91f ·h6w·✓o·u·.\,,et {hat diSCi·. 

pline and 'peace. "our: Govefnmem 
made a oact:when we decided-to turn 
the militacy.iiito something ihe nat'io11 

.... ·• .. ,rt.. -
could. rely.pit We swore to a lot 01 
men.and v/o,-nen that we'd tram them . 
We'd give th'em jobs that they could 
enjoy wi\fl. pride. We'd .eive them t! 
living wa·g~ and a career. The onlv 
hitch is thai ihey might· have to get 
shot at once tn a while. Now. aiter we 
broke our promise and dumped se,·­
eral hundred thousan-d of those men 
and women(Lrie newspapers ar~ de­
baiing. sendlng. a '<1ivision to·Bosfil'a, 

We"ve got a \\·ar to fight neht ner: 
I sav we snou'id' keeo those soidie:·: 
and • statJOri; some of. them m OU:. 

schoois and .some of ·them m vanou;; . 
high-traffi_§\ireas around the town.--.. 
and citiett'. . • 

And piease don't give me that balo· 
nev about' ·ni'artial la\v. J remember 
what the 'aeceifr''bia'ck 'residenrs in 
Los Angeles .safri :whe£( the National 
Guard sianed tcfoulf~oui.:,They said 
that this waf ifa{ofiiydme thev'w 
had·p<>..ace>. i¥t,{>,: ·,-.''. · • 

. A scruad -ortwo of first-rate Ameri~ 
can scifdiers!or saflcir{or)narm·es if) 

·an1.high' 's°qioolJvi:iuJcf ~use· an in· 
• stant 1 -·iran·sform,ati6-n.,; Some kid.: 

would; learn, rn·ey,'d get a fighung 
ch·ance to become dece·nc ciuzens and •· 
the whi'te iamii;etarid the black icirr,-
1iles wouid st·oo ,,ankirifiheir ldas ou, 
oi schools ~ ·o'ii.'rtic:uiafiv ii tile\· 
lhou2ht their childr~n. were'n'! in oar:­
!2er of bem£ killed. or' ·mai'mec.i any­
more. it wouid cut tne· educauo;;::,; 

• bud!::!et. Jr would cut hundreas oi bil­
lions of dollars. m cnme losses. l! 
would throttle down the drue trad~. 
The onl:v ioseq; would. be the socia! 

.. ~n~meers who so des·pei.-at"1:iy need an 
•. underciass to work· on. •. •. . 

THOMAS WHJTEHEAD 
New Canaan 
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Good Old Days
Gone By...:

Editor:
How many of you people

remember when all the
small towns in Vermont
were run by a handful of
good reliable people. Most
of them farmers or someone
with a business. The towns
had three selectmen, three
school directors, a town
clerk and treasurer. Some-
times the town clerk held
three jobs-town clerk,
treasurer and tax collector.
Most worked for no pay.
There was also a road com-

• missioner and an overseer of
the poor, who would check
･ o n  t h e  s i c k  a n d  i n j u r e d .

･ . . . .
. ;

After several years some- much schooling. In thes
one got the big idea that we days most of the young sit
should have five selectmen only went to schoolin te
and five members on the winter term. Hower, *
school board. That was still had a lot of corre
when things started going sense in his old head.
the wrong way! •After the 1927 flat

Now I will tell you a lit- there were many me
tle story that took place way washed out. It took ther
back in 1932, my second sands of yards of graveli
town meeting in North repair work. At that tic.
Fayston. The town had a every town in the Sar
covered bridge that needed a could go into the rivess
new floor. The cost was take as much
S350. Al McCullough was needed, of course, thee.
the town representative at/ a fee of five or 10 ceng
that time. In those days ev-: yard for it
ery town had their own rep-l The Waitsfield Cougt
resentative. Club has a fine remai

Al McCullough got.up field. At the south sate
to explain how the town the field where theit
could get state aid for bridge makes a real sharp take
repairs, road maintenance river's bed is filled ge
and also money forthe or six feet deep with sort
schools. Now if we shouldine

Acess (sp) Corliss stood good old Vermont a
up and said, "Al, you know with five or six tatt
damn well as soon as the snow, a good thawa
towns start getting money! plenty of rain, it st
from the State for roads, goodbye for the rec side
bridges and schools, it won't little league dugouti
be long before the State will that good fence andes
tell you how to run the! ball field.
towns and our schools." The state water rea

How right he was! With-. board will let us taa
out a doubt, he never did get only 50 yards of garde

year for five years la
someone better putale
hard pressure on sua
and get that gravel bas
out of there pretz
soon. This is just sit
case of the Statest
people what they cars
what they cannot da.

Let's go back owe
old days gone by...

-Sterling Lee

··::•::•:•••,••:'.:::•:•,:.::··;:-:•::.·. ,•· :\:· ••• :. 
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: Editor: 
How many of you people 

remember when all· the 
i . small • towns in Venn on t 
• • were run by a handful _of 

good reliable people. Most: • 
of them farmers or someone· 
with a business. The towns· 
had three selettmen,· lhree·· • 

. school directors, . a tow·n 

. I

·. clerk and treasurer. Some­
times the town clerk held 

•• three ·jobs-town· derk, 
'ti-easurer and tax collector. 
Most worked for no pay. 
There was also a road com-

After several years some­
one got the big idea that we 
should have five ·selectmen 
and five members-on the 
school board. That was 
when things started going 
the wrong way! 
. Now I will tell you a lit-

1.1~ story that took place way 
back,.,in 1932, my second 
tq..<n meeting in North 
Fayston. The town had -a 
covered bridge that needed a 
new floor. The cost was 
$350. Al McCulloµgh was • 
the town representative at I 
that time. In those days ev-• 
ery town had their own rep-· 
resentative. . 

Al McCullough got. up 
to explain how the town 
could get state aid for bridge 
repairs;· road maintenance 
;ind • also. money for _the' 
schools. • ·. •• 

Acess (sp) Corliss stood 
up and said, "Al, you know , 
damn well as soon· as the 
towns·~tart getting money 
from the ·state· ·for roads,. 
bridges and schools, it won't 
be long bc(ore the State will 
tell you how to run the. 
towns and our schools." ·,-• 

• How right he was! With-
. missioner and an ove~eer of 
the poor, who would check 

_ 6n·the sick and injured. _-out-~ ~~:bt, he ·~ever did ~et_! 

.•:• 

much schooling. In lls 
d;:iys most of the yoUllg,•d: 
only went to school-il'I* 
winter term. Howe-.~ 
still had a lot of OOillS. 

. sense in his old head. 
-After the 1927 :ftli 

there were many m; 
washed out It too\: 1b 
sands of yards-of p-..Iz 
repair work. At th:t/1£. 
every town in the::Slt 
could go into the liitm 
take as much grau:!:i 
needed, of course,~­
a fee of five or 10 cim 
yard for it 

The Waitsfield Qqi. 
Club has a fine ~ 
field. At the south.­
the field where .thc;iiit 
makes a real sharp. 
river's bed is filled°m,.. 
or six feet deefwith.~ 

Now if we should&a 
good old Vermont:m 
with five or six f,:jt 
snow, a good thad 
plenty of rain, it :a 
goodbye for the rer,-
li ttlc league du-god 
that good fence an:dt · 
ball field. 

The stale waterma: . 
board will let us 'W$ i 
only 50 yards_ of gc,,. • 
year for five ·ye~ 
someone better p~ • 

• hard pressure on sea 
and get that graveJ:ld 
out of there prep 
soon. This is just.a: 
case of the State=ff 
people what they ~ 
what I.hey cannot ca., 

. Let's go back w,q 
old days gone by_ _; 

-Sterlin!! 1m'II ~-
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Armament

If FDR hadn't made his suggestion, 1,437 more mas
(and a woman) might not have survived Norma

By Truman R. Strobridge

Ola gest arm da ever assembled-almost 5,000
ships-was on its way with
more than 500,000 Allied
soldiers. The next morning
he most famous of all D.

days, the assault coops tanu.
ed on the heavily fortified
beaches of Normandy. In the
weeks following, millions
more men would be ferried
across the English Channel
to reinforce those brave souls
who first had seized and
maintained a beachhead on
the European continent.

Lost to view among sO
many vessels of all conceiv-
able type were the 60 small
wooden cutters of the U.S.
Coast Guard Rescue Flotilla
One, a unique humanitarian
organization given the sole
mission of saving lives dur-
ing the invasion. "It never
occurred to me" one of those
saved remembered, "that
people who had ships sunk
under them during the enor-
mous amphibious operation
which secured the first
beachheads on the coast of
France would be specially
provided for-until it happened to me."

The war correspondents, some of them
also rescued by the 83-footers, fondly
called them the "matchbox fleet." And
these matchboxes saved 1,438 par-
ticipants of the largest Allied amphibi-
ous landing of World War II. The small
patrol craft ran the gauntlet of deadly
shore batteries, strafing by airplanes,
thickly strewn mine fields, naval gunfire
and sometimes even friendly fire in their
endless race to the aid of persons in dis-
tress. They took them aboard until the
83-footers almost swamped, carried the
survivors to larger ships, and then
erurned to search for more.

The most likely dangers to the inva-
sion fleet consisted of storms, subma-
rines, "E" boats (fast torpedo boats), the
Luftwaffe, enemy mine fields and under-
water obstacles. Since this large invasion
10

submarine sciate
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the iron
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They wo
As American troops board landing craft for the coming invasion and all
of Normandy, almost lost in the background are the small but not had to ina
insignificant carters of U.S. Coas: Guard Rescue Flotilla One. equipmen

assigned
force had to operate on an intricate
schedule, not one of the thousands of
ships participating could afford to stop
and pick up survivors.

Most of the Allied invasion planners
had overlooked the idea of forming a res-
cue florilla, despite the need being so self-
evident in retrospect. To President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt belongs the credit for
creating it. An enthusiastic yachtsman
until crippled by polio and assistant
secretary of the Navy during World War
I, he knew from personal experience of
the skills of U.S. Coast Guardsmen in
handling their small craft. Just a few
weeks prior to D-day, he suggested the
provision of special rescue ships for the
great armada.

Urgent secret orders went out to U.S.
Coast Guard units from Maine to Cuba.
Scores of 83-footers abandoned anti-

rived only 60 hours e
mandy assault.

The U.S. Coast G
first-aid instructions
minus one, any one daa
broken bone, apply se
give artificial respiramam e a n w h i l e ,  h a d  f a m s t
with the complicated

Being powered by g
cutters had large fi
that held several i
high-test fuel. Even a
ler could pierce the w
fuel tanks, rurning
a blazing inferno.

The rescue cutter
amount of California
reviving the spirits.
vivors. "It was paci
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If FDR hadnJt made his suggestion, 1,437 mort··m 
(and a woman) might not have survived No~ 

On June 5, 1944, th~· .• •• 
largest armacia ever as­

sembled-almost . • 5,000' 
ships-was on its way wicl-i 
more than 500,000 Allied 
soldiers. The next morning; 
the most famous of all D­
days, the assaull ~~~ lari<l~ 
ed on the heavily fortified 
beaches of No~n:dy. In the 
weeks follo'wirig/ millions 
more men would be ferried 
across the English• eharinel 
to reinforce those brave souls 
who first had seized·· and 
maintained a beachhead on 
the. European continent. 

By Truman R. Strobridge 

submariru::~ . 
·~arned~ 
of "sub-bai~ 
conve~~ 
in· the N..---W­
Here th«ea 
aboa~ fo;~ !JIit 

:!"..1shed aCti!o-~Ym-
Upon ~ 

ish ports,-e& • 
Guardsmediliiim 
callyt0~ 
83-footet,:r,•ei« 
British ~ 
been on tbmim 
at Duplcig~ 
er offered,imr& 
the harridiiima. 
The cn:w<'M+Ji 
armame~ 
from the~ 
rigged suii'iiiii 
aft on~ 
cuecutt~ 
and wearva-ii 
on bo~ 
stalled bldiSiiis. 
the iron ;pj:,. 
more Sf-i.i,jil" 

The •. .li:;,;;,;;,;;; y~ 

Lost • to view ~ong so 
many vessels of all conceiv­
able type were the 60 small 
wooden cutters of the U.S.-. 
Coast Guard Rescue Flotilla 
One, a unique humanitarian 
organization given the sole·· 
mission of saving lives dur­
ing the invasioni:l'Ic· never 
occurred to me:' ·one· of those 
saved remembered:-, "that' 
people who had ships ·sunk 
under them during the encir~· 
mous amphibious operation 
which secured the first 
beachheads on ,he coast cf • 
France would be specially 

As American troops board landing craft for the coming invasion 
of Normandy, almosi lose in che background are the small but not 
i..sig;;.:fia:::-:: =-~::e:-s cf U.S. Coas: Gi.:a:d Resc,.,:e Flotilla One. 
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provided for-umil it happened to me." 
The war.correspondents, some of them 

also rescued by the 83-footers, fondly 
called chem the "matchbox fleet!' And 
these matchboxes saved 1,438 par­
ticipants of the largest Allied amphibi­
ous landing of World War IL The small 
patrol craft ran the gauntlet of deadly 
shore batteries, strafing by. airplanes, 
thickly strewn mine fields, naval gunfire 
and sometimes even friendly fire in their 
endless race to the aid of p'ersons in dis­
tress. They rook them aboard until the 
83-foocers almost swamped, carried the 
survivors to . larger. ships;. ·and then 
rerurned to search for more'.-. • • 

The most likely dangers· to the inva­
sion fleet consisted 'of storrris, subma­
rines,,"E" bo3:ts (fast torpedo boats), the 
Lufcwatfe, enemy mine fields"~nd under­
water obstades: Si'nce this large invasion 
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force had to ooerate on an inrricate 
schedule, not o~e of the thousands of 
ships participating could afford to stop 
and pick up survivors. 

Most of the Allied invasion planners 
had overlooked the idea of forming a res­
cue flotilla, despite the need being so self­
evident in retrospect. To President Frank­
lin D. Roosevelt belongs the credit for 
creating it. An enthusiastic yachtsman 
until crippled by polio and assistant 
secretary of the Navy during World War 
I, he knew from personal experience of 
the skills of U.S. Coast Guardsmen in 
handling their small craft. Just a few 
weeks prior ;o D-day, he suggested the 
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THE UNITED STATES

BICENTENNIAL MEMORIAL MEDAL a
You are eligible to receive and may purchase the Bicentennia! Memorial Medal if you were in one of

the seven American uniformed services-either Regular, Reserve or National Guard-retired or discharged
from one of these on or before July 4, 1976. This medal, struck to commemorate those soldiers, sailors
and militiamen of two hundred years ago, is in pewter. our colonial metal. with a raised face of The
Spirit of Seventy Six"; while the reverse has a militiaman in semi-relief. The medal ribbon is of equal
widths of our national colors-red. white and blue.

This compete presentation quality set includes a full-sized ribbon with at-
tached medal, a miniature ribbon and medal, and a ribbon bar, together with
an award certificate To qualify for the purchase of this set, simply mail a
copy of your DD214, your discharge or some other evidence to indicate your
service on July 4, 1976, or your retirement or discharge prior to that date,
together with your check or money order for $54.00 to:

The Bicentennial Memorial Medal Association
130 East Main St. © No. 1776-WW © Medford, OR 97501

Please allow four weeks for delivery
• Army • Navy • Marines • Air Force • Coast Guard • Public Health Service
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Not currently authorized for uniform wear.

The ATLAS VIDEO LIBRARY

V FOR VICTORY
Hosted by ERIC SEVAREID and EDWIN NEWMAN
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..truly stunning...

Billboard Magazine
"World War II comes into sharp focus... 9 9

The Washington Post
"..lets you see the face of war in gritty detail."

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Relive the stories that riveted America
during World War II.

From Pearl Harbor to V.J. Day, V for Victory captures the drama of the
Second World War as millions of Americans experienced it at the time.
In original newsreel stories, V for Victory presents World War Il's most
momentous events and prominent personalities. The conflict's leaders and
soldiers, crucial campaigns and battles, and the important war at home
come to life in this unique chronicle of global war.

Available at Brentano's and select Waldenbooks locations,or call (800) 999-0212
Each $19.95, or F for Victory set-$179.50-save $20Allas Video, Ind4300 Mongomery/ve Sure 305 Bethesda, MID 20814
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Armamen
Continued jrom page I

ounce bottles," remembered anilla
commander, Lt. Cmat Emander
Stewart, U.S. Coast Guateerve
(USCGR), "and when dividaong
the 60 boats of the flotilla, themaf the
spirited ration for each cret saceiv.
ably less than the proverbial siried
b y  t h e  S a i n t  B e r n a r d s  o f  t h e  S i s  g a s s
es. Needless to say, these folios of
concentrated 'sunshine werended
during the first few hours d"

The skippers gave pre-invitamier
i n g s  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  a s i r d i n
The one given by Lt. jg. RandM.
Roenbloom, Jr., USCGR, cominof
Rescue Cutter 16, probably ypical
of the others. "We're going wies be
callous," he told his men. These ves
sels could not take on boat ser
vivors than they could sir cam
"When we get a load," hered,
"we're going to have to bazim, no
matter how many men an
b u t  a s  s o o n  a s  w e  u n l o a d d a n
of boys on a larger ship, dred
for another."

The invasion plans called fussi
l a  t o  b e  d i v i d e d  e q u a l l y ,  v i e d
to the British and Canada
the American beaches

Since the offshore dange
pected to be the lineup com
t r a n s p o r t s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  a i s a
ters remained close to cheraibas
five positioned between demis
and the American beachern
the amphibious landing sifier
d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  f a l s e n e s t b s z e
sumption. The Germaz ama
chine guns, mortars anäe
created havoc among theral
craft, LCTs (Landing Camad
LCIL)s (Landing Craft, m
d u r i n g  t h e i r  r u n s  t o  t h e b a i . a l
sides, the U.S. Corst Gal
swimmers floundering and
oil slicks. The five close ne
were soon frantically callingi
and before long most di
had ventured in close mile

The distinction of maki
cue belongs to Ensign Bedt
USCG, skipper of Coastat
1 (CGC-l). It took place
after H-hour and less the
from the German guns. AS
was running, and the wai
cold. Most of the suris
weakened by both immen
that the crewmembers hair
side and help them on bai
s h e l l s   b u r s t i n g   o n   a l l   s i d e
continued to cruise about
fully out of the way of them

C o n t C 2
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(Ll$CQR),. "and when~ 
"the 60 boats of the flot~•rlD:-.,fthe 
spirited ration for each crafu~ .· 
ably less than·che prover.biii:~ .· .. 
by' th'e· Saini: Bernards of~pass- .'. 
es•:"Ne~dless: 1:6' say, t~Sm.of • 
·co'~~~rimii:ed •~unshine~. ~ •. 
duriig \he' fi;st few he,~,~_ • 
: ·. ;11i(skippers- gave pre-m~. 
in~~-riie'night before the~.·.­
The\,ne' given by Lt lj;g.;~. 
Riiei-iblo6tri~ Jr.', USCG_R.,~ 

. Resct'.i'.fCutter 16, p~ 
oftl:ie others. "We 're gmngam-be 
callo~:· he roid his men..il:r,m,-3~ 
sels"coiild ·noi: ·take on•~---· 
VlVci;'s~_i:han they ·coiill!.:;ir~. 
"Wfie~t 'we get ·a load."~ 
"~?r'tgoing· ~o havi· m'la11;1,no 
rriattet' now 'many men~ 
but 'iirsoon as we utilaii-am. 
of ooy~'·on a larger··••<iimot 
for another.".·,·. : •. 
• , The invas_ion plans c:ail::JS:ril.. 
la'.'to_ be ·d1vided equall~,-~✓• 
to. die· British and Cal>~~ 
tn<American beaches. •. 
. Since the offshore -da~-:r­

pecred .to be the lih~p,.~ 
transports, the majority~. 
i:ers remained close to-~ 
five positioned_ betw-eea·1Q¥ 
and the American :be,.,Ya-:: 
the-'amphibious landiqg:ailim 
demonstrated the ~ 
sumpti6n. The Germ~ima,, 
chine· guns, mortars ani!~ 
created havoc amo[lg ~ 
craft, LCTs (Landing G~ 
LCI(L)s (Landing Crafr:}t$:W 
during- their runs tor~ 
sides, the U.S. Co.ast ~ 
swirriiners floundering~­
oil slides. The five do~ 
were"'soon f:rantically c,li~ 
and bef~re long most-~ 
had ·veri'cured in close -m'a 
' The distinction of m1tijf' 

cue l:ielongs to Ensign~ 
USCG, skipper of~ 
1 (CGC-1). It took plA,.---""' i 
after Ii-hour and less~ 
fro'rn the German guru.,. 
wlis running, "and the: .. ,-.{'j, 
, colcl.:' Most • of the ~, 
~eak~ned by both immi ilt 
rnatchicrewme~oe.si:ia,i~ 

i,..;,ii'. ~ ~.~ -· 

sid~ and_ hdp them an~ 
'shells S-ursring'on' all~ . 
c'8rict~i:1'ed -to cruise a~ ·' -
: niiWouc ~f rh~-way of rbili';.. .. -

:· ~·::,t:,:·_,: ~ 
f· 
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were made so as to permit il
ment of divisional zones i..
29th Divisions. These zones
effect on corps order, wh...
Charles H. Gerhardt would
mand of the 29th Division 1.
components. In the meantin
pave the way for this step.
Norman D. Cota, assistant «l..
mander of the 29th, was to !

116th RCT and assist Gener.
handling the 29ch Division ..
reverted

THE CRESCENT CURVE OF OMAHA BEACH shores from
high ground at the F-l strongpoint abore the castern end of Omaha.

wht foreground. German 73-mm cun emplacement: jar background.
elits near Pointe de la Percée. (Photo taken Fibruary 1945.)
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The 1st Division was a veteran unit which
had served through the campaigns of North
Africa and Sicily. The 29th and 2d Divisions
would experience their first action in Nor-
mandy.

Terrain

The coast of Normandy offers only a ferr
areas favorable for large-scale landing opera-
tions in the zone assigned to V. Curps
(Maps Nos. II and III). Cliffs. reefs. and
the wide ridal ranges combine to present
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natural difficulties. The estuary at the
mouth of the Vire River is marked by ex-
tensive shallows, exposed at low tide, and
flanked on the east by reefs that extend to
Grandcamp. Beyond that seaside village
cliffs averaging 100 feet in height tower
above a narrow beach as far as Pointe de la
Percée. Five miles further east, cliffs

reappear at the shore line, and the beach is
spoiled by rock ledges which continue as
far as Port-en-Bessin.

It was on this five-mile, cliffless interval
that V Corps planned its assault landings,
designating the sector as "Omaha" Beach.

That part of the stretch regarded as suitable
for landing operations was about 7,000
yards long, on a shore which curves land-
ward in a very slight crescent and is backed
with bluffs which merge into the cliffs at
either end of the sector.

The beach slopes very gently below high-
water mark. With a tidal range of 18 feet
expected at the period of the assault, low
tide would expose a stretch of firm sand
averaging about 300 yards in distance from
low-water mark to high. The enemy had
placed "underwater" obstacles on this tidal
flat. At high tide, men and vehicles wading

THE GENTLY SLOPING TIDAL FLAT offered no cover for the
attacking forces. This reconnaissance photograph taken 19 May
1944 shows the sands at low tide in front of E-l draw. A pillbox
is seen just to the right of the house, and a strongpoint on the bluff
shoulder left of the draw. Work is in progress on obstacles, in-
cluding hedgehogs and some mined posts: French labor was used.
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THE SHINGLE ENBANKMENT was characteristic of the chole
length of Omaha Beach. It was impassable at most places for re-

hicles. but afforded some corer for the assault troops. This section
is in front of D-3 draw. by the house chich Maj. Bingham occupied
carly in the assault. German trenches sere just beyond the scire
on the top of the shingle. The crest line of the bluff barely shoes.

up the beach could expect trouble with
irregular runnels parallel to the shore,
scoured out by the tidal current and two and
one-half to four feet deep.

At the high-water mark, the tidal flat
terminated 4 in a bank of coarse shingle,
sloping up rather steeply to a height of some
S feet. In places it was as much as 15 yards

• As a result of defensive preparation by the fiermans. the effects of the assauit
bembardment. and tabove ally the work done by engineers to ciear the Deach for
suppiy Feratons after the assault, many fearfes of the heach at the tinie of
the assaur: were largely destroyed. The sea wail and shinele embankment were
compietery tomored, and many of the beach villas were rozed or reduced to

أن::٣.ع  The mad sistem was entirely changed.

wide, and the stones averaged 3 inches in :
diameter. On the eastern two-thirds of the
beach, the shingle lay against a low sand P
embankment or dune line and constituted a
barrier which was impassable for vehicles. : ⼭
On the western part of the beach the shingle
piled against a sea wall, first (near the Vier-
ville exit, D-1) of stone masonry sloping
seaward, then of wood. The wall varied in
height from 4 to 12 feet and was broken by
a gap several hundred yards wide where the
ridal flat ended in shingle and embankinent.
Immediately behind the sea wall a pared
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promenade beach road ran from Exit D-l to

Exit D-3, then became a rough track going
as far as Exit E-3.

Between the dune line (or sea wall) and
the bluffs lay the beach flat. Very narrow
at either end of the main landing zone, this

level shelf of sand widened to more than 200

yards near the center of the stretch. Except

at the Vierville end, the flat had large
patches of marsh and high grass, usually
near the edge of the bluffs. Toward Exit

D-1, a number of summer villas lined the

shelf behind the promenade road, and at

Exit D-3 lay a small villäge, les Moulins,
with buildings clustered on the road running
back inland from the beach. Many of these
had been razed by the Germans to improve
fields of defensive fires. East of les Moulins
there were only a few scattered houses.

Bluffs 100 to 170 feet in height rise sharply
from the flat and dominate the whole beach

area. The slopes are generally steep, but

in varying degree. They are most abrupt
between Exit D-1 and Exit D-3; farther east,

the rise is easier but reaches higher eleva-
tions (150 to 165 feet) fairly close to the
beach flat. The grass-covered slopes are
more uneven than they appear when viewed

from only a short distance. Many small
folds or irregularities provide opportunity
for cover from flanking fires, and from Exit
E-1 eastward the bluff sides are partly
covered with low scrub and brush. Along
most of the stretch, the bluff ends in a clear-
cut crest line as it reaches the edge of the
inland plateau; toward the eastern end,
where the slopes are longer and more
gradual, the edge is not sharply defined.

THE BEACH FLAT, looking east from western shoulder of E-l

draw. Taken a few days after the incasion, the photograph shows

the antitank ditch protecting the draw. Trucks are already using
a new exit road leading straight up the bluff off Easy Red (right).
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TRENCHES ALONG THE BLUFF EDGE cere the main Germa

defenses between strongpoints guarding draws. These trenches. leas

ing from dugouts to firing positions, overlooked Easy Red Beach re

of E-l drase. Such systems usually included machine-gun positior:

Omaha Beach lay in the 53-mile sector
reportedly held by the 716th Infantry Divi-

sion, extending from the Orne River to the

Vire Estuary (Map No. I). This was a
defensive division, estimated at two regi-
ments, two or three artillery battalions, and

other small divisional units. Non-German

elements in the division were estimated to

be as high as 50 percent, mostly Poles or

Russians, and morale was thought to be

poor. The 726th. Infantry Regiment was re-
sponsible for the coast defenses from west
of Grandcamp to a point three miles east
of Port-en-Bessin. According to the in-

telligence available, defending troops in

the Omaha Beach strongpoints amounted to
about a reinforced battalion, some 800 to
1,000 troops, most of them needed to man

che beach defenses. Local reserves of th

716th Division were estimated at three ba

talions, two of these near enough to ti

Omaha assault area to reach it in two

three hours. Counterattacks by these uni

were not regarded as likely to be effecti
against penetrations of the beach defensi
and major counterattacks would depend
the arrival of mobile reserves. The near
of these to the Omaha area, and the mi

likely to be committed there was the 3:

Infantry Division, reported as stationed
the St-Lô-Caumont area some 20 miles

land. Commanded by Lt. Gen. Heinz H

mich, this was an offensive division of ge

quality, with a core of veterans experien

in fighting on the Russian front. and +

expected to furnish most of the opposit
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GERMAN MORTAR POSITION, in the strongpoint on the b
just west of Fierville dras. looking inland. The gunners had
painted panoramic sketches of ground features near the posit:
with ranges and deflections for hitting more important target ar.

be limited to harassing raids by E-Boats on just previous to D Day air attacks "
the flanks of the convoy lane, and under- planned against coastal batteries

water attack by U-Boats from bases in NEPTUNE area, but only as part of a wi

western France. spread program which put its heaviest
tacks on the French coast north of the Se

Pre-Assault Bombardment Plans The Pointe du Hoe position, one of
priority targets in this pre-D-Day bomt

The assault landings on Omaha Beach had been hit on 15 April, 22 May, an
were to be preceded by intensive air and June. The RAF was to conclude the ef
naval bombardment in the half-hour before against coastal batteries with a con
touchdown, designed to neutralize all known trated attack between midnight and di
gun positions and to demoralize enemy of D Day; the coastal batterics from

troops in the beach defenses. For the period mouth of the Seine to Cherbourg were
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GER:!\fAN MORTAR-POSITION, in the strongpoint on the b 
just west of l"ien•ille dra-;::. looking inland. The g111111ers had 
painted panoramic sketches of ground features near the posit.: 
with ranges and deflections for hitting more i111porta111 target ar, 

be limited co harassing raids by E-Boats on 
the flanks of the convoy lane, and under­
water attack by U-Boats from bases in 
western France. 

Pre-Assault Bombardment Plans 

The assaulc J-andings on Omaha Beach 
were to be preceded b:· intensive air and 
naval bombardment in the half-hour before 
touchdown, designed ro neutralize all known 
gun positions and ro demoralize enem_v 
rroops in the: beach defenses. For the period 
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just previous to D Da~· air an:icks " 
planned against coastal batteries in 
NEPTUNE area, bur onl~· as part of a wi 
spread program which put its heaviest 
tacks on the French coast north of the Se: 
The Pointe du Hoe position, one of 
priority targets in this pre-D-D:i~· born!: 
had been hit on 15 April, 22 }..fay, an 
June. The RAF was co conclude the ef 
against coastal batteries wirh a corn 
traced arrack between midnight and d: 
of D Day; the coastal barteric:s from 
mouth of tht Seine ro Chcrbourg wen:-
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LANDING CRAFT were launched from transports 10 miles from
the beaches. These craft, bucking rough seas, are passing by the
cruiser Augusta, flagship of Western Task Force. The LCTP's in
foreground would carry something more than a company of infantry.

ing. Similar handicaps, however, had
i met and overcome at training exercises,

many men, even among the seasick,

e keyed up by the occasion. One officer
embered his troops chatting about "What
rambles the beach would be from the
Ibs and ships guns," although his own
ression was: "It looked like another big
ical scheme off Slapton Sands, and I
Idn't get the feeling out of my head that
ras going to be another miserable rvo-day
with a hot shower at the end.

1s the landing craft carrying the 16th
Tunits came within a few miles of shore

y passed men struggling in life preservers
I on rafts. These were personnel from.
ndered DD tanks, the first casualties of
: rough seas. According to plan. Com-
nies Band C of the 741st Tank Battalion
re launched at H-50 minutes. 6,000
's off shore, to lead in the first assault

ve on the eastern beach sectors. In very

ort order the DD's began to suffer crippling

damage in broken struts, torn canvas, and
engine trouble from water flooding the
engine compartment. Of the 32 tanks, 2
swam in and 3 others were beached from an
LCT which could not launch its DD's

• because of a damaged ramp. In the 116th
RCT zone, the officers in charge of the tank-
loaded LT's had decided not to risk the
conditions of sea. and the 32 DD's of the
743d Tank Battalion were carried in to the
beach.

In terms of ultimate effects, all these dif-
ficulties were minor by comparison with
those of navigation. The plan called for
landing each assault unit in a relatively
small, defined area where it had a specitic
task to perform in reducing enemy defenses.
opening gaps in obstacles. or clearing a sec-
tion of the flat. Quick success on the beach
was dependent on carrying out a large num-
ber of such small tasks, which were often
correlated to lead to some major result such
as the opening of an exit.
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LANDING CRAFT were launched jrom transports JO miles .from 
the beaches. These craft, bucking rough ·seas, are passing by the 
cruiser Augu;ta, flagship of Western Task Force. The LCl'P's in 
foreground -:J.,·ould carry something 111ore than a compa;uy oj infantry . 
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t mer and overcome at training exercises, 
• many men, even among rhe seasick, 
e ke)'ed up by the occasion. One officer 
;rnbered his troops charring about· '\Vhar 
1arnbles the beach would be from the 
1bs and ships· guns," although his own 
ression was: "It looked like an ocher big 
:ical scheme otf Slapton Sands. and I' 
ldn't gee the feeling our of my head that 
,as.going to be another miserable two-day 
with a hot shower ac· the end.·· 

l..s the landing craft carr:ving rhe 16th 
T units came wirhin a few miles of shore 
·:·, passed men struggling in life preservers 
l on rafts. These were personnel from­
ndered DD ranks, the first casualties of 
: rough seas. According co plan. Com-
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re hunched at H-50 minutes. 6,000 
's off shore, co lead in the tirst assault 

'.ve on the eastern beach sectors. In verv 
)rt order the DD's began to suffer crippling 
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damage in broken struts, rorn canvas, and 
engine trouble from water flooding the 
engrne compartment. Of the 32 tanks, 2 
swam in and 3 ochers were beached from an 
LCT vvhich could nor launch its DD's 

• because of a damaged ra~p. In the 116th 
RCT zone, the _otiicers in charge of the tank­
loaded LCTs had decided not to risk the 
conditions of sea. and the 32 DD's of the 
743d Tank Battalion were carried in to the 
beach. 

In terms of ultimate effects, all these dif­
ficulties were minor by comparison with 
chose of navigation. The plan called for 
landing each assault unit in a relatively 
small, defined area where it had a specific 
task co perform in reducing enemy Jdcnsts. 
opening gaps in obsucles. or clearing a sec­
tion of the flat. Quick success on the beach 
was dependent on carrying out a large num­
ber of such small tasks, which were often 
correlated co le:id ro some major result such 
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MIST AND SNOKE OBSCURED LANDMARKS eren as late a

0730, when the support BLT's were landing. This Coast Guard phoic

graph shows LCP's, Jrom the transport Samuel Chase, landing troo

of the Ist BLT, 16th Infantry on their assigned beach sector, Easy Ri.

Despite all the intensive study put on con- maximum velocity of nearly 2.7 knots at

ditions of current and wind for this part of miles off shore; strong winds might increa

the coast, all the visual aids for spotting its average velocity. That the current

beachmarks by panoramic photographs, and very strong on D Day is indicated br t

all the experience with similar difficulties in report of the destroyer Satterlee, whi

training exercises, a great many landing found it necessary to steer 20 to 30 degr

craft of the first waves came in away from "up current" in order to maintain positi

their target sectors. Smoke and dust along in the firing lane.

the beach from naval fire and a slight early Whatever the cause, a majority of landi

morning mist made it hard to recognize land- craft during the first hour came in east

marks as the shore was neared. One of the their appointed beach sector, and this I

control vessels for Dog Beach drifted off its jority included craft bearing engineers 2s r

station, which may explain some of the later as infantry (Maps Nos. V, VI). Someti

troubles of approach in that sector. The the margin of error was as much as a th

fact that practically all the mislanded craft sand yards or more; one company (E) of

were east of their targets points to che tidal 1l6th, destined for Easy Green. came

current as a contriburing factor. It was boat sections scattered, on the 16th bea.

known that with a rising tide (low tide on 6 as far east as Fox Green. More often.

June was at 0525), a strong current ran later- error was in the order of a few hun.

ally eastward along Omaha Beach, reaching yards, but this could be enough to unde
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111ST AND S:\IOKE OBSClJRED LA?\D:-IARKS e:·en as late,; 
0730, when the support BL T's :Nre landing. This Coast Guard phot( 
graph shows LC fiP' s,}r·o1ii the transport Samuel Chase, la11ding troo_: 
of the 1st BLT, 16th 1 nf antry on their assigned beach sector, Easy R,; 

Despite all the intensive study put on con­
ditions of current and ·wind for this part of 
the • coast, all the visual aids for spotting 
beachmarks by panoramic phorographs, and 
all the experience ,,vith similar difficulties in 
training exercises, a great many landing 
craft of the first waves came in away from 
their target_ sectors. Smoke and dust along 
the beach from naval fire and a slight early 
morning misc made it hard ro recognize land­
marks as the shore was neared. -Ont of the 
control vessels for Dog Beach dritr..:d off its 
station, which may explain some of the later 
troubles of approach in thar sector. The 
fact that praccicall_v all the mislanded craft 
were east of rheir targets points co the tidal 
current as a conrriburing facror. It was 
known that ·with a rising tide (lmv tide on 6 
June ,,._,as at 0525). a strong current ran later­
allv t~astward along Omaha Beach, reaching 
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maximum velocity of nearly 2.7 knots at 
miles off shore; strong winds might increa 
its average velocity. Tha c the current "­
very strong on D Day is indicated b~· c: 
report of the destroyer S atterl ef, ,Yhi 
found it necessary co steer 20 ro 30 degn 
"up current" in order to maimain posiri 
in the firing lane. 

Whatever the cause, a majorit? of landi 
craft during the first hour came in ease 
their appointed beach sector, and chis r 
jority included craft bearing engineers :is,, 
as infantry (Maps Nos. V, VI). Someri1 
the margin of error was as much as a rh 
sand yards or more; one compan~- (E) of 
116th, destined for Easy Green. came 
boar sections scattered, on the 16th br:1, 

as far ease as Fox Green. lvlore often. 
erro.r was in the order of a few hun, 
\'ards. but this could be enough ro undc 



cases the water was neck deep. Under fire Treakened from seasickness, and often hear-

as they came within a quarter-mile of the ilt loaded, the debarking troops had little

shore, the infantry met their worst expe- chance of moving fast in water that tras

riences of the day and suffered their heaviest knee deep or higher, and their progress was

casualties just after touchdown. Small- made more difficult by uneven footing in

arms fire, mortars, and artillery concentrated the runnels crossing the tidal flat. Many

on the landing area, but the worst hazard men were exhausted before ther reached

was produced by converging fires from auto- shore, where they faced 200 yards o1 more

matic weapons. Survivors from some craft of open sand to cross before reaching corer

report hearing the fire beat on the ramps at the sea wall or shingle bank. Most men

before they were lowered, and then seeing who reached that cover made it by walking,

the hail of bullets whip the surf just in front and under increasing enemy fire. Troops

of the lowered ramps. Some men dove under who stopped to organize, rest, or take shelter

water or went over the sides to escape the behind obstacles or tanks merely prolonged

beaten zone of the machine guns. Stiff, their difficulties and suffered heavier losses.

ASSAULT LANDING. This LCTP has grounded some distance

out. and the men are wading toward the iong stretch ot open sands.

1 tank (No. Q. irom Company d. 7Hlst Tank Battalion) is on thr

edge of the tidal flat just ahead, on beach sector Eas! Red. These

1roops are beliered to be members of the Ist Battalion. 16th Iniantry.

landing about 0730, when the tide was through the loser obstacles.
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e;1sts rhe ,varer \\·as neck deer. L;nder tiri.: 
as ri1e~-• came within a quan:er-mile of rb::: 
shore, rhe infanrrr mer their "·orsr expe­
riences of rhe da v and suffered their hea viesr 
casualties just after rouchdo,Yn. Small­
arms fire, mortars, a.rid artillery concentrated 
on rhe landing area, bur ·rhe ff0rsr hazard 
was produced by converging fires from auro­
ma ric weapons. Survi vars from some craft 
report hearing the fire bear on rhe ramps 
before they were lowered, and then seeing 
the hail of bullets ,vhip the surf just in front 
of the lowered ramps. Some men doYe uncle, 
water or went over the sides ro escape the 
beaten zone of the machine guns. Stiff, 

,,·eakened from seasickness, and often heav­
ih· loaded, the debarking troops h:i.d lied:: 
chance of moving fast in \'\-·ater rha- ,,·:::s 
knee deep or higher, and their progress was 
made more difficult bv une,,en footing in 
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the runnels crossing the tidal flat. lvlanv 
men were exhausted before rhev reached 
shore, where rhe:v faced 200 yards 01 mart: 
of open sand to cross before reaching coyer 
at the sea wall or shingle bank. Ivfosr men 
who reached that cover made ir by walking, 
and under increasing enemy fire. Troops 
who scopped to organize. rest, or rake shelter 
behind obstacles or ranks merely prolonged 
their difficulties and suffered heavier losses. 

:\.SS.-\.CLT L\.:\"DI:\"G. This LC/"P ha.r ?rou;ia.-a so1u aura;::-,· 
out. and the men are -:l'ading to~t·ard the io1:? stretch o_r° o_n,11 sa11ri ... 
.1 tank (Xo. 9. from Company _,f_ 7-Jht Tank Battaiioi;i i., 011 th.-· 
edge of the tidal fiat just ahead, o;z beach sector Easy R,:d. Tho.­
troops are belie:•r:d to be membr:rs of the ]st Battalion.16th Infantry. 
landi11g about 0730, when· the tide •:,1:as through the lo-:cer obstacles. 
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SNOKE FROM GRASS FIRES obscured the blufts on seceral
sectors. notabi! Dog Red, shosen here. The smoke is still visible
schen this picture was taken, about 1600. LCT 207, carrying the

seli-propelled guns of 58th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, was
finail! able io make shore after an attempt at 0800 had failed.
Obstacles on this part of Omaha were still intact that afternoon.

There were fortunate exceptions to this
general picture. Several hundred yards of •
bluff west of les Moulins draw were obscured
in heavy smoke from grass fires, apparently
started by naval shells or rockets. Blank-
eted by this smoke, enemy guns and emplace-
ments were unable to deliver effective fire
on that end of Dog Beach, and units landing
there were comparatively unscathed. Ar
other places, what would seem to be an
occasional "blind spot" in the enemy fire
pattern let a craft get men ashore with ferr
losses.

hit.
In the main, the first wave was hard

Perhaps the worst area on the beach was
Dog Green, directly in front of strongpoints
guarding the Vierville draw and under
heavy flanking fire from emplacements to the
west, near Pointe de la Percée. Company A
of the 116th was due to land on this sector
with Company C of the 2d Rangers on its

right flank, and both units came in on their
targets. One of the six LCA's carrying
Company A foundered about a thousand
yards off shore, and passing Rangers saw men
jumping overboard and being dragged down
by their loads. At H+6 minutes the re-
maining craft grounded in water 4 to 6 feet
deep, about 30 yards short of the outward
band of obstacles. Starting off the craft in
three files, center file first and the flank files
peeling right and left, the men were en-
veloped in accurate and, intense fire from
automatic weapons. Order was quickly
lost as the troops attempted to dive under
water or dropped over the sides into surf over
their heads. Mortar fire scored four direct
hits on one LCA, which "disintegrated.".
Casualties were suffered all the way to the
sand, but when the survivors got there, some
found they could not hold and came back
into the water for cover. while others took
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There were forruna~e • excepr10ns ro chis 
general picture .. Several hundred yards of· 
bluff west of les Moulins draw were obscured 
_in heavy smoke from grass fires, apparently 
starred by naval shells_ or rockers. · Blank­
eted by this smoke, enemy guns and emplace­
mems were unable ro deliver effectiYe fire 
on that end of Dog Beach, and units landing 
rhere were comparatively unscathed. Ac 
ocher places, what would seem ro be an 
occasional .. blind spot" in the enemy fire 
pattern let a craft get men asho~e with fe"· 
losses. In the main, the first wave ·was hard 
hit. 

right flank,· ~nd both units came in on their 
targets .. One' of the six LCA's carryinf 
Company A foundered about a thousand 
yards off shore, and passing Rangers saw men 
jumping overboard and being dragged down 
by their loads. At H+6 minutes the re­
maining craft grounded in ,,•ater 4 ro 6 feet 
deep, about 30 yards shore of the outward 
band of obstacles. Starting off the craft in. 
three files, cemer file first and the flank files 
peeling right and left, the men were en-· 
,:,,eloped in accurate and. incense fire from • 
aucomanc vveapons. Order was quick(,· 
lost as the troops attempted co dive under 
1.Yater or dropped over the sides into surf over: 
their heads. · Mortar fire scored four direct 
hirs on· on·e· LCA, which "disintegrated."., 
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Perhaps the worst area on the beach was 
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MEN FROM WRECKED LANDING CRAFT are being rescued
by life lines carried out to them from the beach. Medical corps per-
sonnel performed many acts of heroism. working under fire to bring
up the wounded men let on the tidal flat and threatened by rising tide.
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?\IEN FROl\.I \YREC:KED LA~Dl::\"G CRAFT are being resrned 
b~: /if e lines carried out to them f ram the beach. A1 edical corps per­
sonnel perforn1~d many acts of herfJism, working under _fi.re to bring 
up the u:oundcd 111e11 left on the tidal fiat and threatened b·y risi11~ tide. 
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(sorganization suffered in crossing the beach
flat. The 5th Section, first to arrive,
knocked out to more machine guns and
took a prisoner. On the whole, enemy
opposition had not been heavy, and cover
on the slopes allowed Company G to make
the crest with few casualties. Their move-
ment forward, from embankment to the
bluff top, had taken place between 0730
and 0830. Enemy fire died away as the
troops emerged on the fields of the upland,
reorganized, and started south in column

69
of sections. Their principal concern was
with the frequent indications of mined
areas just beyond the bluff top.

To their right Lieutenant Spalding's sec-

tion of Company E, 16th RCT, was getting
up about the same time, helped by covering
fire from Company G, and effecting a useful
extension of the front of penetration. The
section now numbered 23 men, having lost
3 at the beach and 3 more getting past an
enemy machine gun on the bluff side.
The gun was operated by a lone soldier

PATH THROUGH MINEFIELDS. marked bi cagincers and
followed by the assaulting units i the loth Infantry from East Red.
liece taken from the foot of the stopes. looks directly up route taken
D Dar morning by amits of the loth Intantry (2d and Ist Batalions).

Montabour

( ;organiz:nion s~tfered in crossing the beach 
flac. The Sch Section, rirst ro arrive, 
knocked ouc rn·o more machine guns and 
cook a prisoner. On the whole, enemy 
opposition had not been heavy, and cover 
on the slopes allo·wed Company G co make 
the crest with few casualties. Their move­
ment forward, from embankment to the 
bluff mp, had taken place between 0730 
and 0S30. Enemy fire died away as rhe 
troops emerged on the fields of the upland, 
reorganized, and starred south in column 

of sections. Their principal concern was 
wi ch che freq utnc indica.rions of mined 
areas just be>·ond rhe bluff mp. 

To their right Lieutenant Spalding·s sec­
tion of Compan:•, E, 16th RCT, ,Yas getting 
up about the same rime, helped b:' covering 
tire from Compan:-- G, and effecting a useful 
exrension of the front of penetration. The 
secrion no,>v numbered 23 men, having lose 
3 ac rhe b_each :ind 3 more geccing past an 
enemy machine gun on the bluff side. 
The gun \\·as operated by a lone soldier 
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ROCKI LEDGES outcrop on the beach at For Rid. where the jou!

oi the bludi is clifi-lier. Troops. carrying heart cecapons canip-

ment. are coming in ar the sector cehere Compan: L.. Jóth Imian-

try. jounå sheher beiore moring right io ossau the F. l strongpoirt.

7-

I·. 
i: 
I, 

J; 
Ii ; . 
I; 
I. 

' ' • I 
) \ 

~ .. 

i 

ROCE. Y LEDGES outcrop on the beach at Fox Red. ';)_·here the foul 
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Aned over to a tank for better direction of
s fire. Nevertheless, the tanks kept
ring: one of them, disabled, until the rising
de drowned out the guns, others while the
ew worked on dismounted tracks. Their
hievement cannot be summed up in statis-
cs; the best testimony in their favor is the
asual mention in the records of many units,
om all parts of the beach; of emplacements
eutralized by the supporting fire of tanks.
i an interview shortly after the battle, the
ammander of the 2d Battalion, 116th In-
intry, who saw some of the worst fighting
n the beach at les Moulins, expressed as his
pinion that the tanks saved the day.
hey shot the hell out of the Germans, and
ot the hell shot out of them.
The destroyer Carmick, by what was de-
ribed as "silent cooperation," did her

best to help some tanks on Dog Green which
had managed to get up on the promenade
road and were trying to fight west toward
the Vierville draw. The destroyer's ob-
servers watched for the tanks' fire to show
targets on the bluff edge, and then used the
bursts as a point of aim for the Carmick's
guns.

Support from naval units, necessarily
limited during the first landings, began to
count heavily later on.. Some of the landing
craft had tried to support the debarking
troops with the fire from their light guns.
When Company G was landing near les
Moulins, the infantry saw a patrol craft
stand off directly in front of the enemy
strongpoint to the east of the draw and
pump shell after shell into it. German
artillery got the craft's range and forced it

VEHICLES ARE HELD ON THE TIDAL FLAT, unable 10 get
beyond the shingle, which was reached by high tide about 1100, D
Day. This sector is on Easy Red. and E-3 draw, still strongly de-
fended by the German forces, is about a quarter mile to the east (left.

28

81

MontaboL

..... ~.J·· 
...:,.,-;p_.;..,. .. 

..... ; 
• .. ·•. 

(...:ed over_co a rank for bec~~r direction of/_. 

5 &e·. ·. N~·'1errhdess, the tanks kept ~$:'.f·,: 
rfog: one'·o_f them;--aisabl~d, until the risihg_. 
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The desrroyer Carm~ck, by what was de- • 

:i-ibed' as.: .• ·_silent cooperation~.... did her 

~~st,/5? :9:5!g some. tanks on Dog Green which 
had_: m,~pag.Sq to get_ up on the promenade 
road•:ra"rtd<w'~e trying to fight west toward 
the Vierville dra,v. The destroyer's ob­
servers watched for the tanks' fire to show 
targets _on the bluff edge, an_d then used the 
bursts as a point of aini for the Carmi ck' s 
guns. 

Supp_or~ from naval units, necessarily 
limited' during the first landings, began to 
count heavily later on.·. Some of the landing 
craft had tried to support the debarking 
troop~ with the fire from their light guns. 

• When Compa~y G was landing near les 
Moulins, thf .. infantry saw a patrol craft 
stand off directly in front of the enemy 
strongpoi,n_t to the east of the draw and 
pump. shell after shell into it. German 
artillery got the craft· s range and forced 1 t 

VEHICLES ARE HELD_QN THE TIDAL FLAT, unable to get 
be)·ond the shingle, u:hich z2.as reached by high tide about 1100, D 
Day. This secto'r iJ on Eaiy• Red, and E-3 draw, still strongly de­
fen1ed by the German forces, "is about a quarta mile to the east (left). 
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shore, with craft of all descriptions maneu-
vering in every direction. The 2d Bat-
talion began landing just west of E-1 shortly
after 1000. As they neared shore, troops of
the 18th had no impression that any progress
had been made from the beach: "The beach
shingle was full of tractors, tanks, vehicles,
bulldozers, and troops-the high ground was
still held by Germans who had all troops
on the beach pinned down-the beach was
still under heavy fire from enemy small arms,
mortars, and artillery." The underwater
obstacles caused great difficulties, even
though a narrow gap had been cleared near
E-1; the Navy report for the transport group
carrying the 18th Infantry lists 22 LCVP's,
2 LCI (L)'s and 4 LCT's as lost at the beach,

HIGH-TIDE LANDINGS were hindered by the beach obstacles.
LCI (L) 83, carrying combat engineers, approached Fox Green at
0830, was unable to get in, and debarked 72 men on LCP's. An
artillery hit on the port bulwarks caused 16 casualties. Finally
beaching at 1116, the craft was further damaged on one side by a mine
but all personnel debarked and the LCI was floated off that night.

nearly all from being staved in by log ramps
or hitting mines. Nevertheless, personnel
losses in the 18th Infantry were light.

On the right of E-1, the 2d Battalion
found an enemy pillbox still in action.
Fire from a tank supported the infantry in a
first attempt, but the attack was stalled
until naval fire was laid on. The NSFCP
contacted a destroyer about 1,000 yards off
shore and coordinated its action with the
infantry assault. The affair was very nicely
timed; the destroyers' guns, firing only a
few yards over the crowded beach, got on
the target at about the fourth round and the
pillbox surrendered. Twenty Germans were
taken prisoners. Thus, at about 1130, the
last enemy defenses in front of E-l draw
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LC! (L) 83/ carrying combat engineers, approached Fox Green at 
0830,. was unable to get in, and debarked 72 men on LCVP's. An 
arti~l~ry _hi~ on the port bulwarks caused 16 casualties. Finally 
bea.chini, a.i j 116, the ·craft was further damaged on one side by a mine 
but all p;r?r/~~-e{_debarked and the LC! was floated off that night . 
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nearly all from being staved in by log ramps 
or hitting mines. Nevertheless,. personnel 
losses in the 18th Infantry were light. 
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LANDINGS WERE DELAYED and in the afternoon the approach
to the beach teas croeded seith craft traiting to come in as the recodin:

ride uncorered obstacles. A rhino-ferry. seith cranes aboard. has
come in near some drocurd-out trucks. Les Moulins (D)-3) at right.

Nop peoges this fire
Tomper, mdaddhe sheceffort to

Oncthe Coulusion on the botch

eated the enomy batteries.

W!٢١٠٠٠ :٧

guessing as to location of the German guns.
Nevertheless, the engineers were able to

make steady progress in their vital rask of
clearing and organizing the beach for move-

ment inland. As the tide lowered, the rem-
mants of the demolition teams. went.to work

in on the estosed obstacles, although

marked, and an estimated 35 percent of the
obstacles on the beach had been cleared.

Along the beach far, units of the Engincer
- Special Brigade Group were making 

gaps in
the embankment, clearing minceks, and

doing what they could to get at the exits.
More of their onits and equipment were

unir began a dillicult journey to reach F-1
exit. Enemy artillery fire harassed it all the

way. especially in front of D-3 and E3
draws. At E-3 shelling was so heavy that

men were sent across the exposed area in pairs.
When about balf had crossed, a dozer at

work near the chimple sas hit and lonn
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guessing as to locatij>.11 of the German guns .. 
Nevcrchcless, the e!1,i:i11eers were able to 

111:1k~--S(t·ady
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prowess··',iti°."'1heir viral task or 
dc.::irill,l( ;111d orga11i%i11g

0

•il1..: l~c.:,,cli ror 1_110ve­
l1l<:II[ inland .. As rh, tide lowerc.:d, 1he·r,11t-
11:1111s· of du.: dl·111oli1i1111 lcat11S.\'\'ct1C tu'•\vork 
.,,, ,; .. "" ,1,,. ,·\1111,.-d 11k1,i°rlc-s. ,il1hrn1.1!h 
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1.,\1\l)li'i(;S \\"l·:1n: 1)1·:1 .. \ Yl·:D u11d in ti,, uf1.-r1""'" ,1,,. ''f>/"""''' 
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.' 111arked, ·,111<J an esti_11t;1L,·d 35 percrnt of the.: 
obstacles·.,.on ,the beach. had been cleared. 
'Along'th1/'·h~:1d1··flat·. 1111irs of 1ht· .. J•:11gi11,-cr 
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The primary condition for improvement

on the beach was to get vehicles started

inland, thus relieving congestion and per-

mitting further landings. This became pos-
sible after the fire of destroyers and the

advance of the 18th Infantry had cleared up

the last enemy resistance at E-1 draw. Gaps
had already been cut through the embank-

ment, and the engineers of the 1st, 37th, and
149th Battalions were ready to exploit the
advantage. Between 1200 and 1300, dozers
under fire from snipers cut a road up the

western slope of the draw toward St-Laurent,

and the movement of vehicles began almost
at once. Landings were resumed on Easy

Red and Easy Green, the first group of pre-

loaded dukws coming in by 1400. Enemy

artillery lacked observation on the E-1 draw,

fortunately for the heavy traffc now start-

ing. By 1500 new trouble loomed; the vehi-

cles coming up on the plateau found them-

selves unable to get far toward St-Laurent

because of continued enemy resistance in

that village. For a time all movement

was stopped. Vehicles jammed bumper to

bumper all the way up the exit road, but by

1600, engineers had pushed a branch road

south off the planned route toward the

coastal highway. Vehicles were hastily
shunted off this track into the adjoining

fields, and movement continued for the rest

of the day. At 1700, all remaining tanks of

the 741st Tank Battalion were ordered inland

via this exit, and four of them later took

part in the unsuccessful attempt to clean out

St-Laurent before dark.

BREACHES IN THE SHINGLE EMBANKNENT were opened

by bulldozers in the afternoon, permitting vehicles to reach the flat.

This scene (Easy Red) taken some days later, shows ships unloading

at the high-water line, where they were floated off at next high tide.
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on the beach was to get vehicles started 
inland, . thus relieving congestion and per­
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ing. By 1500 new trouble loomed; the vehi­
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selves unable to get far toward St-Laurent 
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that village. For a time all movement 
was stopped. Vehicles jammed bumper to 
bumper all the way up the exit road, but by 
1600, engineers had pushed a branch road 
south off the planned route coward the 
coastal highway. Vehicles were hastily 
shunted off this track into the adjoining 
fields, and movement continued for the rest .. 
of the day. At 1700, all remaining tanks of 
the 741st Tank Battalion were ordered inland 
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part in the unsuccessful attempt to clean out 
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THE E-1 EXIT ROAD was opened on D Day by 1300, the engi-
neers working under fire from snipers. This photo. looking down E-l
draco, was taken later in the week. | A tape to mark mine-cleared
areas was still needed, since this draw had been hearily mined.

BLOCKS WERE DENOLISHED at the mouth of D-l
lengineers of the 121st Engineer Combat Battalion. After the

as open for traffic to Fiercille by 1700, fire from the artillery
demolished houses along the road, impeding its use until dark.
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THE E-1 EXIT ROAD was opened on D Day by 1300, the engi­
neers working under .fire from snipers. This photo. looki11{! down E-1 
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areas was still needed, si11ce this draw had been /11:m·ily mined. 

BLOCKS \'\'ERE DE:\JOLISHED at the mouth of D-1 
\' engineers of the 121 st Engi11eer Combat Battalion. After the 
,as open for traffic to Fier~·ille by 1700, fire from the artillery 
demolished houses along the road, impeding its use until dark. 
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ganization of dumps, and '"lost" elements of
assault infantry, reinforcements, and service
troops were trying to find their units. Men
dug in for the night wherever they could,
some in the sand or on the bluff slopes. All
through the shallow beachhead, along the
bluffs, in the transit area, and around com-
mand posts, sniper fire caused alarms and

started outbursts of firing. There were no
"rear areas on the night of D Day.

At the End of D Day

The assault on Omaha Beach had suc-
ceeded, but the going had been harder than

expected. Penetrations made in the morning
by relatively weak assault groups had lacked
the force to carry far inland. Delay in re-
ducing the strongpoints at the draws had
slowed landings of reinforcements, artillery,
and supplies. Stubborn enemy resistance,

Monte

WRECKAGE ON EASY RED includes landing craft (right).
trucks, and tank No. 9. Company 4. 7+1st Tank Battalion. which had
been disabled here in the morning. Much matériel as salcaged dur-
ing the clean-up of the beach by the Engineer Special Brigade Group.
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sniper tire caused alarms and 
I;f;!red our bursts .. of firing. There were no 
.,'_'re.ar areas" on the night of D Day. 
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At the End of D Day 

The assault on Omaha Beach had suc­
ceeded, bur the going had been harder than 
expected. Penetrations made in che morning 
by relatively weak assault groups had lacked 
che force co carry far inland. Delay in re­
ducing the scrongpoims at the draws had 
slowed landings of reinforcemen cs, arcillerv, 
and supplies. Stubborn enemv resistance, 

JVRECKAGE ON E.-\SY RED includes landing craft (right). 
·,;u~k.,-;-~nd tank No. 9. Compa1iy A. 7..Jlst Tank Battalion. zchich had 
bu~ .. disabled here in the.·morning. Jllud 111atiriel ~·as saf:oaged dur­
.-.ing the clea11-11p of the beach bv the Engineer Special Bri~ade Group. 
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108
both at strongpoints and inland, had held
the advance to a strip of ground hardly more
than a mile-and-a-half deep in the Colleville
area, and considerably less than that west
of St-Laurent. Barely large enough to be
called a foothold, this strip was well inside
the planned beachhead maintenance area.
Behind U.S. forward positions, cut-off enemy
groups were still resisting. The whole land-
ing area continued under enemy artillery hire
from inland.

Infantry assault troops had been landed,
despite all difficulties, on the scale intended;
most of the elements of five regiments were
ashore by dark. With respect to artillery:
vehicles, and supplies of all sorts, schedules

were far behind. Little more than 100 tons
had been got ashore instead of the 2.+00
tons planned for D Day. The ammunition
supply situation was critical and would
have been even worse except tor the fact
that 90 of the 110 pre-loaded dukws in
Force "O had made the shore successfully.
Only the first steps had been taken to or-
ganize the beach for handling the expected
volume of traffic; and it was obvious that
further delay in unloadings would be in-
evitable.

Unit records for D Day are necessarily in-
complete or fragmentary, and losses in men
and matériel cannot be established in ac-
curate detail. First estimates of casualties

DEBRIS of the landing assault on Dog Beach, with discarded life
preservers most prominent. Boxes of demolitions in foreground.
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L there, even after the evening news of Allied
trations. The evidence suggests that both
's and Army regarded the assault in this area
z mere adjunct of the main effort directed at
1 and Bayeux. Communications were evi-
Ly poor in the 352d Division's sector, and no
ing had come back to Corps of the scale of
lings in progress at Omaha.

When Hitler, on 6 June, received word of the
invasion he was about to appear at a reception
near Salzburg of the new Hungarian prime min-
ister. Hitler came in to the meeting with a radi-
ant face and announced. "It's begun at last."
He was confident that all measures. were being
taken to meet the crisis, and that by 13 June
counterattacks would wipe out any beachheads.

A PILLBOX USED AS HEADQUARTERS. This emplacement
(now a battle monument) schich protected E-l draw (west side), cas
emploved temporarily as CP for the Engineer Special Brigade Group.
This unit operated Omaha Biach as a port of supply until December.
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to get south and west of the Aure. Several from Corps Artillery, were available. Use
Bundred enemy were captured north of the of artillery on 8 June had still been relatively
Aure in mopping-up operations during the light, but the difficulties in getting observed
ext two days. Elements of the 914th, 915th; fire were being overcome as communications

and 726th Regiments had been involved in the improved. The first aircraft used for artil-
rain effort to check the 29th Division. lery observation was flown that afternoon,
Enemy losses in artillery had been consider- and several more planes were ready by 9
ible, including two horse-drawn batteries:
of 105-mm guns found deserted near Osman-

June.

Fille on 9 June. One of the most important Improvement at the Beach
fesults of the advance was to deprive the
enemý of the coastal defenses and artillery Tactical advance and the arrival of sup-
positions between Grandcamp and Isigny, plies were mutually dependent conditions
from which fire had been harassing both of success for the operation. Until the
Omaha and Utah beachheads. advance pushed far enough to free the beaches
• In contrast to the loss of enemy fire power, for normal operation, the supply and rein-
the artillery support of the 29th Division forcement necessary for sustained attack
continued to build up on 8 June. By night- could not be unloaded. Deepening of the
fall, six battalions of artillery, including beachhead on 7-8 June was reflected in the
three of 155-mm howitzers (two attached progress made at the landing beaches.

ORGANIZING THE BEACH involved clearing mines and debris,
salvage jobs, and building roads. Supplies had to be kept moving
while all the other work was being carried on. Scene in front of E-1
draw, an exit much photographed in the early days of the invasion.
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from Corps Artillery), were available. Use 
of artillery on 8 June had still been relatively 
light, but the difficulties 1n getting' obs.erved 
fire viere being overcome as cominun.ications 
improved. The first aircraft used for artil­
lery ·observation· was flown that afterrioon, 
and several more planes were ready _by· 9 
June. 

._Improvement at the Beach. 
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of success for the- operation. Until the 
advance pushed far enough to free the beaches 
for· normal operation, the supply and rein­
forcement· necess~ry fo~ sustained attack 
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progress made at the landing beaches· .. • 
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arranged priority schedules for discharging less, all exit roads were opened and workingdid ammunition begin to reach shore on

LANDING SUPPLIES from ships at the edge of the beach fat.

dimmunition, seas particularly needed in the first dayr. Remnants
of the shingle still shoe; later the embankment tas entirely remosed

bi beach engineers organising Omaha as a port of entry for supplies.
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THE 2D DIVISION STARTS INLAND from the beach in front of
E-1 draw. At the curse of the column, the troops are passing pillbox
used as headquarters by the engineers. The 2d Division, landing 7-8
June, had to be used in mopping up enemy resistance near the beach.

north of Trévières, was to capture the key same time, it was to capture Isigny and
high ground at Cerisy Forest. The Ist establish contact with VII Corps toward
Division was to put its main effort on the Carentan. Enemy counterattack was still
right, thus assisting the 2d Division, and to regarded as highly possible, and each attack-
protect the east flank of V Corps along the ing division was ordered to be ready for
Drôme River. The Ist Division's objec- defense of D-Day positions in its sector with
tives lay along the high ground west of the one to three battalions (one in the 2d Divi-
Drôme River between Cerisy Forest and the sion sector), these units to remain in D-Day
Army boundary. On the right wing, cover- positions until relieved by Corps order.

g the drive south to Cerisy Forest, the This attack plan was designed to continue
79th Division would cross the Aure and forward movements already under way, withreach the edge of the Elle River valley; at the a minimum of delay. In two cases, verbal
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THE 2D DIVISION ST ARTS INLAND from the beach in front of 
E-1 draw. At the cun·e of the column, the troops are pas.ring pillbox 
used as headquarters by the engineers. The 2d Dit•ision, landing 7-8 
June, had to be used in mopping up enemy resistance near the beach. 
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Army boundary. On che right wing, cover-
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capture Isigny and same time, 1 c 
establish conc:i.cc 

was to 
with VII Corps coward 

Carencan. Enemy counterattack was scill 
regarded as highly possible, and each attack­
ing division was ordered co be ready for 
defense of D-Day positions in its sector with 
one to three battalions (one in the 2d Divi­
sion sector), these units co remain in D-Day 
positions uncil relieved by Corps order. 

This attack plan was designed co concinue 
forward movements already under way, with 
a minimum of delay. In two cases, verb:d 
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