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'336th ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION

Bell, Rudolph A.

Caggiano, Anthony e
Doyle, Arville R. '

Flory, _Donald E.
Hartkopf, Douglas
Krent, Edward

' Marqez Melcor G.

Nenadal, Edwin J.

Puls, Donald H. -
Scufsa, Rudolph J. -
Stancola, Joseph J.

. Baranowsky, 'A:'nlhony J.

Kovachik, John -
Smulick, Alexander

Alves, Pierre

Beltz, Walter E.

Cole, Howard

Cupp, Fred L.
Donaldson, Merl J.
Finley, Macon L. .
Gronvold, Theodore C.
Johnson, Ivan

“Lori, Clement J.

Nowak, Leonard J.
Owen, Carlton A.

Plantenberg, Clarence J.
- Reese, Robert S. .

Sanborn, Herbert J.

"Slmone Maurice P.
Tardy, Frederick A.

Vigus, William R.
Walker, James A.
Athas, Pete

TAPS
H&S Company

Bogardus Walter F
Davis, Leonard E
Fairgrieves, Floyd
Giles, Jay - :
Heater, Floyd L.
Korchun, Walter
Maynard, Wallace J.

 Newhouse, Earl M.

Quinn, Walter C. -
Shaw, Howard, Jr.

Wallace, J.C.

S Medical Detachment’

'- v DeLong, Harold E.
" Meekins, Isaac C..

Smulick, Nicholas

“A”‘Company

Anderson, Thomas A.
Beumers, Ludwig
Commesso, Vincent J.
Dalke, Ervine H.
Eckhardt, Robert W.
George Harold R.
Hattrup, Delbert H.
Juralewicz, Alexander E.
McDermott, Mathew A.
Oliva, Saro .

Perron, Rene W.
Prunest, Roy -
Rogers, George E. -
Seall, Paul H..

Sobel John

Torres, Mlngo A
Waite, James
Wllcox Henry L.
Backes Joseph G.

| Brady, Francis

Dean, Ramon D.

Foster, Elva

Hanson, Oscar- .
Hunter, Robert F.
Luciano, Mlchael A
Mezzanotte, PasqualeT
Palumbo, Joseph A."
Russell, Edward C.
Snow, James F. .
Swartz, William R.

Derinis, Earl W.
Mugavero, Anthony J.
Weber, Robert G.

Bair, George J.
Calimeris, Angelo H.
Cravens, Charles R.
Desveaux, Bernard E.
Erwin, James, Jr. .
Gostyla, Albert F.
Hriniak, Andrew

Lee, William J.

Miller, Ben - -
O'Neil, William A. .
Peterson, Walter
Rydelski, Stanley J.
Samuels, Albert
Shafer, Everett -
Staples, Marvin L.
Vargo, Charles F.
Walden, L.G.
Zyszkiewicz, Leo
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Adamus, John. |
. Barash, Hyman
Bronnock, Harvey -~ -

Clapp, 'Bradfor'd C fi_:_.'_i' '
Gacek, BronfisAlaw JJo

" 'Hance, Harold W .
Mackey, John J.

Morningstar, Donald L}.-'

Phelps, Henry C
Sullo, John
- Johnston, Kenneth E.

BaptiSfe Rento
Bergqunst Byron J.
Brockway, Edward G
Cull, Elmer F. '
Dlnneen Gerald E

Hammerstrom Robert E

Komenchuck, WalterJ
McCarthy, Lows E., Jr.
Potas, Stanle_y F.
Wieland, Peter J. -
Wood, Raymond A.
Flamio, Anthonyf

TAPS

“_B” company.

Ander_sr_on Edward M.

Bard, Franklin A.
Calnen John ‘

| Cook WayneW Jr
| Grahek FrankJ
R Huff, Frank H. .

o Malone, Anthony F.
"Noel, Earl G.

Prot}§o _Joseph R.
Wheeler, Jack W.

“C” Company

| Bangarﬁdt;. Edwafd .
Bourgeois, Francis A. -
Buonopane, 'Ralph A.
: DeMonloo Mano F

Downey, Wllllam D '

Haugan Clifford I.
Kugge, Harry W.

" Meehan, William G.
" Roketenetz, Michael
~ Wilson, James W.

Cronin, Daniel A.

“ Fulton, James E.

Annino, Louis J.
Bick, Richard B.
Chretien, Leo J.
Demarais, Ph'iilﬁio P.
Hall, Roy E. ‘

LeClair, Theodore W. '
' McKeage Franklln A

Pangle Leroy
Shipitz, Michael

" Smith, Joseph W.

Barkau, Leonard

‘Braun, Darrel C.

Coffey, James
Dickinson, Hilton G.
Halasz, Frank M. .
Juster, Herbert G.
Masotta, Salvatore J.
Nagle, Lawrence E.
Ulasich, Matt

Woijtczak, Theodore J.

DeBartolomeo, Ernest
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1990 Reunion Attendees,

Y -\ COn;pany

Rene & Eleanor Denelle
Harold & Laura Dull

Steve Greenday

Dick & Rosalie Higgins
Earl & Betty Knasel.
Gordon & Kathryn Lee
Larry & Vrrgmla Lothspeich

' Bill & Martha Mallory
- " Frank & Stella Matulis
... Bob & Ann Meehan
~ John & Sandra Meridith
~Charlie & Dottie Mitzel

Al & Lisa Monfreda _
Harold & Frances Newburry

" Charlie & Lenore Paine

Tony & Catherine Paolette
Pete Patryna & Cheryl Suda
Francis Paquette

Ed & Merie Rolland

Nick & Claudia Sabatino
Vince Schiotterbeck - -

~ Walter & Mary Smith

lvan & Maxine Sweatt

. Lionel & Rose Theriault B
" Gene & Mildred Thompson

Fred Welch

“B’> Company

Jim Cosgrove-
Bill & Rosemary Cullen

. Ervin & Cleo Drake
Mel & Wanda Fleming

Stan & Fran Kokoszka
Jim & Betty McLaughlin® ..
Sylio & Julie Morin =~ -

Bob Munger & Mrckey Murphey} e |

Edwin & Tess Rego -
Ed & Rhea Robert

- #C’” Company

Fred & Beverly Achterberg:
Harry & Beverly Kaiser
Cliff Keasling

Sterling Livingston.

~ Bill Marshall

John & Rena Mattuchro

Earl & Betty Metz . _
Sylvester & Alvera Pettinari
Jim & Mary Sakezles

Harold Sartorius

Bob & Dot Struthers

George Zaffle

H _& SCornpany

= Gene & Dottie Brodeur

Cy & Lola Chimenti
Bud Clark

Lee & Dottie Dauzat
Fran & Gladys Gustina

" Ed & Isabelle Harrington

Larry & Evelyn Jones
Leo Kiggins

. John & Sarah Loperfido
- Carl & Ethel Lunger

Harold & Betty Miller.

_ Vince & Germaine Murm
- Frank J. Nix -
~.*. Mike Russo & Joyce Golec
“*.Otto & Ruth Vokoun _

. George & Marion Woodbridge

MED. DET.

- James & Eva Brown

- Ralph & Paula Eike
' Steve & Anna Jurinko i

'Alphonso & Peggy Napoh o
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5 September 1928

25 July 1942

7 April 1943

April/October 1943

21 October t'943 X

November 43/May 44

6 June 1944

June,'44/May 45

May/November 45

4 December 1945

The 336th ‘Hist.f'ory

Activated in the Organrzed Reserve as the 336th Engineer Reglment
(General Service). o :

Federally activated at Camp (now Fort) Rucker, Alabama. Staffed with 32
2nd Lts. who were commlss10ned 22 July 42 from A & L Companies of the
8th Engineer OCS class at Fort Belvoir, VA; regular Army officers; reserve
officers called to actwe duty, enlisted cadre from various units throughout
the US and other enlrsted personnel direct from reception centers, mainly
from the New England states and the upper midwest states. Basic, unit &

: spec1aI|st training was conducted within the reglment until the reglment

was deactlvated 7 April 1943

Hqs & Hgs & Service Co. ofthe regiment was designated Hqs Co. 1118th
Engrneer Combat Group. The 1st Battalion was designated the 336th
Englneer Combat Bn & the 2nd Bn. was designated the 234th Engr

Combat Bn.

Amphlblous training at Fort Prerce Fiorida & the Chesapeake Bay wrth ‘
mountaln clrmbmg training at Seneca Rock, WV. ‘ '

Staged at Camp Miles Standrsh MA Departed Boston Port of Debarkatron
Aboard the USS Shawnee. Landed Cardiff, Wales 2 November and went
into tent Camp Myndd Lliw, Pontardulaes, Wales.

Contrnued tra|n|ng along the Biristol Channel & the south coast of England.

Landed on Omaha Beach Normandy, F rance with the assault forces of the

5th Engrneer Special Brigade.

Operated through France Netherlands Belglum&Germany Bridged the
" Elbe River, just before Germany surrendered, at Bleckade and was in

Bonsenburg, Germany when the war with Germany ended.
Engaged in engrneenng pro;ects throughout Germany.

Battalion lnact|vated at Camp Miles, Standish, MA. There were not many of
the original members in the Bn. at this time as many were rotated earlier
under the point system.

UNIT AWAHDS

1. WWII Campaign Streamers. . European-Afncan Mnddle Eastern Campaign.

2. Meritorious Unit Streamer - Eu'ro'pean Theatre

NOR MANDY (with Bronze Arrowhead)
NORTHERN FRANCE

RHINELAND -
.CENTRAL EUROPE

3. French Croix de Guerre streamer with Pai & émbroidered NORMANDY BEACHES.
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' PO.BOX876 N
Orlando, Florida 32802-0876
Local Office (407) 898-1076 - -

. OUT OF STATE TOLL FREE
1-800-327-8010

FLORIDA TOLL FREE

1-800-432-6293

Wherever you are, we have a photographer near.
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.Toe Joe Backes w1thout whose energy and. devotlon

this hlstory would" never have been put into print.
f:Also to the men, living® and dead, who were members' . .
““of" the 336th Engineer Combat Battalion during

WOrld War IT.




Joseph G. Backes

Services for Joseph G. Backes,
66, of 475 Loras Bivd. will be at
10 a. m. Wednesday at St. Pa-
trick’s Catholic =
Church. .

Burial will be

in Mount Oli-
vet Cemetery,
Key “: West,
lowa. Friends
may call from §
to 9 p.m. Tues-
day at Behr Fu- -
neral Home, -
1491 Main St.,. ¥
where the par- pgackes
ish wake ser- .
vice will be said at 8 p.m. and
members of the Dubuque Council
Knights of Columbus will meet at
. 6:45 p.m. for the rosary.
- Mr. Backes had formerly
worked for the John Deere Dubu-
que Works-for 30 years. He later
worked for the Dubuque Commu-
nity School Transportation De-
partment as a bus driver until his
retirement. .

He was born on March 29, 1924,
in Dubuque, son of John and Ce-
cilia (Deluhery) Backes, He died
at 1 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 15, 1990,
at The Finley Hospital.

He married Jeanne R. Zoller in
Paris, France; she died on May 2,
1988,

He was a World War II veteran,
serving with the Army Engineers.
He was a charter member of the
United Auto Workers Local 94, an
active member of St. Patrick’s
Parish and member of its holy
name society. He was also a
member of the Knights of Colum-
bus Council 510 and the Veterans
of Foreign Wars Post 508.

Surviving are three daughters,
Mrs. Robert (Kathryn L.) Simon
and Mrs. Roger (Marjorie C.)
Lewis, both of Dubuque and An-
gela P. Backes at home; three
sons, Thomas J. and John A,,
both of Dubuque and Mark J. of
Edgerton, Wis.; 11 grandchildren
and a sister, Mrs. Marjorie
O’Brien of Prairie du Chien, Wis.

He was preceded in death by a
son, David J., on March 9, 1977.

A Joseph G Backes Memorial
Fund has been established.
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““FAmphibian”
* X kkk

Sept. 26, 1990
Dear Former Members of A Company:
,Asyyou oan see from the accompanying articie,

‘we have sad news. Joe Backes, who was a Vice
-President of our Reunion Committee for the-

vyears '89-!'90 passed away unexpectedly after
only a 4 week illness. In layman's language,-

1t was a rare disease of the bone marrow.

_Joe-was an e-thu51ast1c supporter of the

_6th¢and*ourﬁReunlon Group.x He was a great. :
nsplhatlon toame personally, ‘and he would take
,any'task.we’asked hlm to_do. His enthus-. -

;jlasm was arn’ inspiration to’ all former members
of’ the battalion. He designed our caps,

letterhead and our membership cards. He de-
voted many hours trying to locate former -
members of the battalion by mall and by phone
all at his own expense.

It was his earnest desire to have a history
of the 336th documented, and he was in the
process of doing this when he became ill.

Joe attended our 2nd Reunion in 1988 in Grand
Rapids and was looking forward to the Syracuse

- Reunion but was unable to attend because of
‘his illness. One of his aims for the Reunion '

was to contact people for more information.
Before his death, Joe contacted one of our

‘members to make arrangements for the completion

of the history. With everyone's cooperation,
hopefully this can be done.

For those of us who knew him personally,
his sense of humor and cheerfulness will
never be forgotten.

1The Reunion Committee sent a lovely funeral
‘arrangement. Vince & Germaine Mumm and George

and Marian Woodbridge attended the wake on
Tues..nlght and the funeral Wed. morning.

.Vince and George served as pallbearers.
EExpre551ons of sympathy can be sent to the
family at:

475 Loras Blvd., Dubugque, Iowa,
52901. :

©maba Beach To The Elbe River




THE' AHPHIBIOUS PATCH- .. . =~ =2

In late May, 1942 at a conference in
London_pf General Somervell, Lord Louis -
Mountbatten, (then: Chief of Combined Oper-— .
at;ons);'and General Sir John Dill, it

......

was decided that the Amphibian Engineers
. for that theater. would receive their initial
,tralnlng in the U. S. and their final in

England, It was further decided that the
U.S. Amphibian Engineers would wear the.
Combined Operations shoulder patch - gold
tommy gun, ‘anchor and eagle on a blue field,

-signifying combined operations on land, sea

and air. In addition, to denote the engineer
amphibians, the War Department authorized
wearing a pocket patch, a small sea horse

in scarlet and white, the Engineer colors.

It is interesting to note that Lord’

Mountbatten himself designed the Combined

Operations patch and showed 1t to Presxdent

Roosevelt. -



FOREWORD

This is not - a history but rather a collection of WWII
records as well as persenal recollectione of the 3346th
Engineer (C) Battalion. To go back at this date to 1942-
17943 was like looking for sunshine at Pontardulais, Wales in
Jenuary. Rain! Rain' Raln' Our thanks go out to the
offlcers and men - veterans of the 33&th ~ who opened their
hearts and memques teAue,‘as}well as prov1d1ng sOome maps,
photos, operational orders, etc., that heieed'so
immeasurably. -5;;,3,“2 7;ﬂ;ﬁ hxﬂ: . ‘

Your "Scribes" are not authors or erters. Just a group
who, thought somethlng should be left in our attics for our
grandchlldren to wrlte on w1th the1r crayons. Or to read
later about us and our war experlences. Slnce we grow
fewer each year ;»we rushed thlS task along in the hopes of
an early completlon.“ we ask that you be klnd in your
judgement of us.‘ There are so many of our war tasks and
'projects that could not be included because of lack of
speee,;costs involved, not to mention loss of memory. Also,
we'have'prebably made mistakes wheh Efediting people or
companles wlth act1v1t1es which were 1n fact performed by
others. we apologzze. Also, because we d1d not wish slight
anyone, we haveﬂavoided mentioning names too often. We hope
to present to you our mission and how we aceomplished it.
Where we.went. How we lived together. We shall accept your
criticisms for attemptlng to reenact this almost 1mp0551b1e
trip into the past.f But then... we are still the Amphibious.

Engineers. We are used to doing this!

The men of the 336th Engineer Cohbethattalion were citizen

soldiers with a few exceptions. Our officers were not



pro?essionel.soldiers either. Duretraining;was_hard, long and
wet. We can’'t recall any time that our feet were dry, or that
a‘raincoatgwash’t part;of;our:daily uniform in Wales.. . - (
Whatever the job,. we did it. And:. we did it well.. . Never: has ..
.a group of men from all ofﬁihe U.S.A.:. been put together and ..
worked out so well. . Teamfie;the word.~‘N0!_»Fami1y is a 5
" better word,'becausejthatwievybaﬁ we were. And still. are. ..
Gripe, bifeh, cry and moen. :ﬁé did this every day. It's a
soldier s Qay of letting effg%;eamhpeacefully. We never did
master bugle calls of‘whisfiee:ﬁ}, Butfujust rattle a mess kit
and we came an. the run. Ouh;eeqks¢really took a beating. . We,
certainly gaQe them lip serviee:about,the_chow. We meant no.,
harm;{ They did a good job considering the-eupplies they were.,
g1ven. Our MedicXs also got the buzz while iH'training...but
when we saw them perform in combat we were proud and thankful to
knqwithem,;and to have them with us. Our hats are humbly off to
them;:eee;épd all!  We couldn’'t imagine going into combat without
a Qeepoﬁ{;;fhe Medics only had Red Cross armbands. -

fWe do not know all the missions each company had along the
way, so we shall hold to the main Battalion operations. There
will be I;ttle mention of the stills, liquor deals, chicken
coops, and-libereted supplies obtained along the way. Only if we
could eat it;“drink it , or sleep in it dry...did it go with us
Qp the Féed;z _
Sometlmes when we moved we must have looked like a gypsy caravan.
If a General Officer had come along, I swear our officers would
have had to abandon us rether than face him. (This, however, was
soon';orrecfed along the way and we became a little G.I., or so

some thougHt!).i

we:soon became a close'khit family, taking care of each other.
They call tﬁis being “buddies" but that's not as close as we
were. we respected our offlcers dlfferently than most outflts,
as they were closer tc us than the army liked them to be. Our .

captains never could get used to being referred to as "the old



man"” and our lieutenants were fair when we would request a part
of their liquor rations, always sharing with us. The officers
took care Qf uslweiI}?kept us clear of  trouble, helped when we
gotfinto'aﬁjam-éhdélistenedfto us when we needed: a sympathetic
ear. - weicaﬁft?féﬁailﬂaltime when‘tﬁey were not there to. help us
out. They.gotfd{rtQ'and wet too. .All-in all,:they were.well

liked and Feéﬁééféd,~and“still‘part:of.the team.

3 Ly G . - Lo .- . e
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h Dur’ééfgéénts were another thing... they lived close

tb,"abd with us. Ohceiid combat they never wore stripes. (Can't
idégihé"whY!).f Sbmefééid it was because the enemy snipers ;-
wouldn” t spot ‘em’ahd?shoot'them. Rumor- had: it, though, they
didn‘t want to remind us of' their rank when we had ammunition in
our rifles! (Nefwould'névef”be forgiven"i% Q;:aid not tgke'this
obportpnity fo;giVE'them_jgst?oneimore jab in the ribs). Alifih
all, they were good leadé;ééfaﬂdfwe“weré5lucky to have men. of
~ their caliber for our noﬁcdms;‘gThey‘putsup with us through hell

and high water. It is said that a good sergeant will do ahything
for his men except works; well, ours worked right alongside us
many times. Wet, mud; cold, good times or bad, they were always

there with us.



THE- BEGINNING"

Belled T

JulyL25£h, 1942, The 336th Engineer General Service Regiment
was formed and actlvated at Camp Rucker, Alabama. - This was

the - orlglnal unit from whzch the Sth Engineer Special

Efigéde < was formed later,”;n Europe. From September 1942

- to January, 1943, thé’Régiment conducted basic’ training
(NTP), rece1v1ng an "exééiiént" ratiﬁg from 2nd U.S. Army.

> 0n January 18, 1943, nihé;.weeks of unit training began, and

on: ﬂarch:22 s, 1943, the Unit received a rating of. 904.

On 7th April, 1943, the'fégiment was reorganized and redes-
"ignated to form the 1119 Engineer Combat Group, and moved to

Fort:Pierce, Florida on 15 April, 1943. It was here at Fort
Pierce that the 1119 ECG received their first Amphibious
training.(2 months). Assigned units joined here also. Sand
flies also joined the ranks and did their best to bite and eat
everyone., The famous "daisy chain" was invented here, people
unloading ships and landing craft standing in deep water handing

ammo boxes down the line from man to man. '

On 16 June, 1943, the 1119 ECG with assigned units moved to Camp
Pickett, Virginia for the next three months, the unit had more
advanced training with the 28th Infantry Division, along with
joint operations with the Navy. {Chesapeake Bay... Cove Point,

Maryland).

. 5th October, 1943, Major Paul D. Bennett took command of the 33é

ECG, and on the 10th October, 1943, the unit moved to Camp Myles
Standish, Mass. for overseas shipment to the European'theater'of

operations. -

... 21st October, 1943, the group sailed for the United Kingdom from
Boston, Mass.: The 336 Erig. (C)- Bn. was on board the ship called




the SHAWNEE, a‘single‘sbrew ship built to transport 250
passengers between New York and Havana. There were 1400 GI'S on
board her when we Joxned the convoy. We had a 3" gun on the bow

for protectlon,‘and later, when the gun crew practiced f1r1ng it

 Othp11t the muzzle of the barrel... that ended our

local armament

©2nd November, 1943 the: 336 EGB arrived at Swansea, South Wales,
and was ass;gned to Camp No.1 at Mynydd LLIW near- Pony%ardulals,

Wales.: (A small village).

On 12 November, 1943, the 1119 Group was rede51gnated as the 5th
Engineer Spec1a1 Brigade. The $§ Engr. (C) Bn. was assigned to o
the Sth Brigade on. the 13th November, 1943. Tbe.battalion '
strength was 29 officers,. 3 warrant offlcers and- 632 enllsted

men .-

FOOTNOTE. - o T

Late in May, 1942, at a confereneeﬁin>England, it was decided
that the amphibian Engineers'forithe ETO would receive their
final training in the United Kingdom. Also'the shoulder patch to
be worn would be that of "Combined Operations." The same patch
(with different colors) worn by the'U.S. Marines, British and
French commandaos. The War Department also authorized a pocket
patch;—i“Tbe Sea Horse".  Lord Nountbatten himself designed the
,"CombinedJOperations% patch and showed: it to President Roosevelt
for approval. Loro ﬁountbatten was Chief of Combined Operations

at that tlme.

13th March, 1944, the Sth EGB was assigned. to the lst U.S. Army._
The general mlsslons a551gned the Englneers were: To command -
Englneer Battallons,‘attaohed unlts from other brancheehofAthe;
services, and perform allvengineering work on the beaon to
facilitate debarkation, that is, to clear mlnes and booby traps,

_establish a road7network; unload supplies, transportatlon to



camps and evacuation of wounded as well as collecting prisoners

of war and local security.

Assigned to the: 336 ECB were:
¥4142 QM Serviée company
" ¥Company B 61 Medical battalion .- -~
_ ¥Company A 6th Naval Beach battalion
o ¥lst Platoon-A Company 203rd GM Gas
supply battalion:' E
x2nd Platoon 30th Chemical decontamin-—
AT . ination Company®:
xlst Platoon 294th Joint Assault Signal’
Company = u%;' '
xlst Section Magazine Platoon, é16th
Ordnance Ammo Company ‘
x2nd Platoon, 210 MP Company
*x3rd Section, Shop Platoon 346& Ordnance
Medium Auto. Maint. Company

5*458th Amphibian Truck Company

PLANNING..

In planning the invasion of western Europe, we faced a problem of
unparalleled magnitude relating to landing and transferring to
dumps the enormous supply of tonnage needed for such undertaking
on the beaches, with no port facilities. Thus, it was necessary
to train units to become capable of handling and operating
improvised beach ports. The frame work for this project'was
unbelievable. It had never been done before in history on such a
large scale. This had to be developed and smoothed out by ‘i

Fraihingfand planning "in the S5th ESB. Changes weré”méde”é{m@st

fdéiiY} with‘improvements;fequipmeht changes,~shipﬁih@‘échedﬁ(?é;

- manpower’ adjustments, and new special equipment'arriving'weeﬁlyf

from the USA.




TRAINING... - . . oo L

Training was organized by beach battalion groups. The 37th,
336th and 348 ECBS would maneuver with all attached units.. ..
practicing methods of léﬁaing and securing a beach head on the
coast of Oxwich and Port_éynon, Wales.. Supplies, roads, defense;
mines, boobytraﬁs, etc.,fall were“used so: the troops would
develop discipline for the real thing in combat. In the
meantime, staff and 1lst Army worked on the master plans for the
invaéign on western Europe - OPERATION "NEPTUNE".

The individual companies of  the 3346th ECB worked on company and
platoﬁn training. Bazookas, bangalore torpedoes, machine guns,
hand grénades,'mine detectors, small,arms,>ba96ﬁets, antiftank
and pE(sonnel-mines; booby-traps. And on_and on. Off duty-houéé

were spent in trying to make our tents water-proof.

Our camp_in Wales was on the side of the hill, and water ran
under Snd through the tents, making everything muddy and wet.
Our battalion operations officer once said: "It wasn’'t so bad,
once we taught water how to run up hill." The men scavenged
lumber wherever they went to improve conditions in the tents, ahd
sidewalks were installed. In a few weeks, floors started to
appear in most of the tents, as well as side wall frames and
doors. There wasn't a safe piece of wood anywhere from these.
Engineers. Part of an Engineer’'s job is to improvise when
necessary... we did just. that.

While in. Wales, we did_find time in the evenings to visit the
local towns and pubs: (taverns). Close to camp was Pontardulais,
Walés, with about three pubs' on. the main street. Also a "Fish
and Chip! shop that served fisﬁfénd»a handful of french fries
wrapped in newspaper. MSét of the men ate the'fries, and tossed
the fish in the gutter. What a mess if one slipped on the fish
in the dark. The United Kingdom was under blackout conditioﬁé,

so at night we went everywhere in the dark. Liquor was at a



i premium... only one or- two bottle5were'opened'each night in- the
pubs. Beer was available (Suds) ‘hoff & hoff’, but it was hard to
get used to. It tasted awful and was not even cold. (no ice).

Welsh:ale was aylittle better, but-was:toa warm.
The. United Kingdom had been at-war. for:years,: and,K was heavily
i'bombed- on: near. starvation- dlets, no. luxuries, blackout
CDHdlthﬂS and no gasol;ne - to mention a. few of the hardships.
‘:'They were hurtlng, but thelc;splrlts were high and they impressed

us very much. with their winning: attitude towards the war.-:

This,wasfa coal: mining area, and most of the men and boys. above
14 year5.0f<égevworked in the mines.:. Menwuqfi;_for the mines:
worked in tHé fields, or in a tin or metal. factory in: the area.
: ;EQeryqne rodé the bus in“w§1es, or on bikes locally.  No cars, .
-'eifher,becausé of rationing or because they couldn’t afford them.
The Welsh people were very warm and welcoming. Their hospitality
was. simple, but. very genuine, and soon we were invited into their
homes aﬁd to their dances, etc. We learned the "Hokey—Pokey".
Oh,: yes,: they really can sing... all bf them and they take pride
in it. It’ s.spmethlng to observe, the coal miners marching home
in long lines,Adifty and tired, but singing along the way. In
their Welsh iéngdage, of course, which is very difficult to pick
up.: I don’t thihkvthe Gl's ever caught on to even the simplest
sayings. They alsnfspoke English, but wé had some difficulty with
that, too. Ha! Ha! -

Later, when the companiés left for southern England and the .
invasion, they, the Welsh stood in the shadows that dark night
with tears in their eyes‘ﬁaving goodbye to us. We really felt
the love and.friehdship of these wonderful people as thex_train
slowly pulled ocut. All of us knew we would not be back to
Pontéfdg}q;§ again.' We weré‘on‘our way. It gave us a fine
feéliﬁngnaﬁing that they really cared about us. The 336 EGB
durlng their travels were adopted as sons and, frlends byAqu1te a

few towns and cities during their travels. . We enJoyed.thls, and



“were very.proudfthatfwe were able: to represent our country' in the

-

very best: light.. - o & v3oe T CE LB E e s E g L
FORGOTTEN... Other Cities that were’visited by: many werei::-
Swanéea,'Gorsinon and the Mumbles. Gorsinon was larger than
Pontardulais,fand‘we'could*catchﬁa bus: just QUtside our:' camp
gate. fhe?e"kere"numerous pubs, etc.;,* so we  found more; soldiers
there.: Swansea was Iargér in size and population:: It is also a
major Welsh seaport. ' The battalion:ran truck;convoys‘tplSWansea
so the men to get there and back almost any night. - There wére

many more things to do in Swansea - movies, girls pubs and even a

“dance or two. The city showed a lot of bomb damage from:; : . .-

Luftwaffe raids, but the people showed only the strong will of
the‘wélsh“and the desire to recover and win....Of course, there

were'hany more:M.P.'Snfhere; too,  so one had to be good-..~ Mumbles

- was a iown.along'the?¢oaét on the: Gower peninsula.‘:Some=pfﬁthe'
..men went there, but not as many as to the other cities. : -

. Occasionally we would get to King’'s Dock, Swansea, where we

witnessed loads of supplies being transported to the dock :
warehouses. Sometimes big warships would be in for supplies or

repair, and that was a sight to behold.

" The villages of Oxwich and Port Eynon were on the coast line of

the Bristol Channel, and adjoined the beaches that we practiced
invasion tactics on. These villages were very smallj in peace
time a resort or cottage area. Not much excitement there, but
dances were held weekly in a small schoolhouse. (If you could
find it.). The people put up with our maneuvers conducted in
their backyards, andJﬁh_their beaches, and looked on with
wonderment in their eY§$fiwe must have put on a good show as they
were always there tdf%ééqugméke a landing.

N A

. SLAPTON SANDS INSERT?

Another item of interest must not be forgotten. The "honey :°

buckets" at our little Camp‘on the hill. Asﬁtbere,were-no toilet




faczlltles,'we had a latrine tent without any holes in the
ground. One rpw of five-gallon buckets had make-shift: seats.
placed on them for solid waste. On the other side of the tent was

a row of'plaln buckets for. liquid waste.- what a-smell,;what a

mess}-E_ﬁry mornlng a;farmer: came to our: camp with an: open tank
wagon,;. and emptled the buckets.ﬁ Drive off down- the road

-:splashlng everythlng along . the way.- It was, noted.- later that he
put thlS on: his fields and garden.w NUFF. SAID ... -

ST

THE MESS HALL AT MYNYDD LLIw, WALES.. . i

What a mess it was. The whole battalion eating in one hut.
Normaylyﬂ each company_had-ite;own fa:ilitiee., Imagine, if you
can;ffeeding almpst'700.menitpree meals a day in one hall.

: Anotﬁerffactor that made the copksf.jobs,difficult and almost
1mp0551p1e, was the food supplies we received. For some time,
_mqst“qfxgd;efood rations were supplied by the British. Some of
these»rations came from "old" army crated supplies produced ages
ago. . Our cooks just could not produce palatable meals from these
ratione.; The battalion had some good cooks, but there wasn't

much they,cod1d>dp:pnder such conditions.

We muet have been'given some realiy poor canned goods, for an
outbreak,ofAthe,itrqtsﬂ-hit:dun_battalion. With the shortage of
latrines inﬁtheﬂgahp,iit was like a bad dream for all of us.
Nearly all of us had the ."trots".in a serious way. Some had to
be outAinto;hpep;gai,for_recpvery. For a while one had, to be
careful where one walked in. the caﬁp.

s

Our food supply was changed to American rations and our cooks

to produce a much'better quality, of food. However, 1 must

fess 'it understand to this day how yellow—golden eggs
(scrambled valways appeared dark green at breakfast. Iﬁ’one,
dldn t 1ook‘at'them they tasted good. How we dreamed ofdreal

fresh eggs, frled w1th the vyolk looklng'up. Some of the boys. dld

fgkjget real eggs from the Welsh farmers near camp.
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THE: TACTICAL PLAN was.’ =

A C o
E T o

7¥(1). The' 1st US* Army and the British 2nd Army- supported by US
- and Allied- Naval and Air: Forces,'operating'siﬁﬂTtahéouSiy}”Will
land over’ selected beaches on the northern coast of Normandy,
France, and establlsh beachheads for the contindation. of further
joint operations 1n1and. "Beaches in the American Sectors are
designated UTAH and OMAHA. The 350th British Division will
assualt the beaches on the left and will capture Bayeux on D-

Day. :

'-;(2) The attack on Utah Beach will be made by the VII us =
cORPS WITH THE 4TH us Infantry Division (Force "U") in the
initial ‘assault , and the attack on OMAHA beach will be made by
the V US'COrps, :omposed of the lst and 29th US Infantry B
" Divisions with supporting troops; Force "0", the assault of Force
"B" for the immediate follow-up, with preload build-up and ferry
-‘service;?following later.. The 10! Airborne Division will drop on
the area behindAVierviile}..Carentan, during the night of D-1 and
D-Day, with the main objective of assisting the seaborne landing

of the VII US Corps.

(3) The United States Navy will transport, protect and land
the US Forces, support the assault landings with gunfire, clear
underwater and floating obstacles and mines, provide and operate
ships and craft for movement of troops and supplies to the far
shore during the assault landings with gun firej; clear underwater
and floating obstacles and mines;.provide and operate ships and
craft for moveméht'offtrobps and supplies to the far shore during
the\aséau1t;*follow;db andfbui1d—up phaseg, and construct, - -
‘maintaif and opékata7ail ééaQard installations necessary for the .
iﬁStaflations‘necessa}y for the continuous unloading of |

pér%qhhef. Véhitles-andfsuppliés}

(4) - The US 9th Air Force w}ll cover the movement of the US



assault forces, and support the'aesaultzlandingsiand subsequent
operations of the ground forces ashore, by prearranged bombing
missions prior. to H-hour and; by missions- “on call" after: H-hour.
(S5).
26), with REgt. Combat Team 116 and other. troops. attached, (all

_The 1st US Infantry Division (Less Regt.Combat- Team

of these troops constltutlng Force "0"), will make the initial
assault, on»Dmaha Beach at H- hour on D-Day,. wlth two Reglmental

Combat; teams_abreast, reduce the beach defenses in zone of

actlon, eecure the beachhead maintenance. line, and secure the -

D—-Day Phase Line by 2 hours before dark, on D- Day.ﬁgltgwillﬁ;qver
the lanq;pg of the remainder of V Corps,.and will be prepared. to
pa(tQEipate in the extension of the beachhead to the south ang_

LsogthgeStéQ;» ST CRN B e a

LA

W,

_:JQQﬁ(é),EThe 29th US Infantry Division (Less Regt.Combat team.
‘116)); with'Regimental Combat team 26 and other troops attached,
wi1141and'on Omaha Beach behind the initial assault. (These: .-

.trobpe'cphetitqte Force "B").

THE 5TH ENGINEER SPECIAL BRIGADE PLAN: : A e

. (a) _ Support. the. assault landings of the V US Corps and the
subsequent debarkatlan of XIX US Corps, and other 1st Arhy and
Communlcat;gne ZoneAtropps on Omaha Beach, beginning on D-Day.
The_Engjﬁegf¢§r;gaQE under. group control, will organize and

operate all shore installations necessary for debarkation,

-Lsupply,\evacuatlon and- local security, in order to insure the

CDntanDUS movement of. personnel,~veh1;1es and supplies across

Juand through Mulberry'"A", and artificial port, to be

the Beacb
et ruc b _by_the Navy, and the minor ports of Grandcamp-les—

s and:lsigny. V. US Corps. lands.on Omaha Beach with the 1st

QUS»Infantry Division (Relnforced) and supported, by 5th

Englneer Spec. Brlgade {Re1nforceq), all in Force "B".

THéi*quq;ting EngineerABattalion‘Beaeh gfoups“inyplveq in
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Force. "O" consisted of: -

~16th US Infantry Regt.---- 37th Engr. Battalion Group."
116th U.S.Infantry Regt.—l49th Engr.Battalion Group.
isth U.S. Infantry Regt.-348th Engr.Battalion: Group.
Wt w1th 331 men from" the 336th Enqr. Battallon. I
The rest of. the 336th Engr. Battalion in Force ‘“B" landed in
support’ of the 26th U.S. Infantry Regt. The landing schedules’
planneq,'really never' came off on time, as enemy ‘actions and
" defenses were stronger than expected. NOTE:’ It must be E
' remembered that never in history had an invasion of such a vast
size ever been planned.’ The initial fleet of ships carrying'
troops and supplies, and vehicles to sustaln éhem was some S5000.
Including war ships. To supply these troops with food, water,
ammunition'EndfogheF}supbort’wae so vast.... almost unbelievable.

DRESS REHEARSAL :

The full dress rehearsal for the assault on the northern coast of

France was called " Exercise,FABIUS~1"=

(1) In the meantime, while plans were*being made for
Operation NEPTUNE, others were under way and being executed by
the assault elements of the i1st US Army, with supporting troops,
to stage a "Full-Dress Rehearsal", for a large portion of the
various-assaultftroops scheduled to land during the first two
tides Dnlomahé»BeaeHFin Operation NEPTUNE. (Maynard notes) These
were the troops that constltuted what was referred to as -

Force "O", for both FABIUS 1 and for Operation NEPTUNE. In
plannlng and executlng FABIUS 1* from the standpoint of the Regt.

Combat! Teams rthe Englneer Spec1a1 Brlgades,‘as nearly as

p0551b1e‘t

“'s me procedure was followed as was being planned at_f

ufor Dperatlon NEPTUNE. This was done 1n5ofaria1_x

the samE_t;m_
technical;y pqeslp}e and w1th1nAthe bounds of Security

regulations. . =7 o e
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(2) Brlgade Fleld Drder No. 12 for exercise FABIUS 1 was
patterned after ‘the one: being, planned for Operatlon NEPTUNE._”

Guot1ng from 1t in part:

'Y, us. Corps lands with the 1st us. Infantry Division.

(Relnforced) (less 26th Infantry Regt., plus 116th Infantry

Regt.,attached) supported by the, 5Sth Engineer. Spec1a1 Brlgade
(Relnforced) (less 336th ECB Beach Group, but with 331 members of
thep336th ECB attached to the 348. ECB Beach group, plus Sth149th

a-Bat;a};on Beach group (Reinforced). (Attached).

(3) The concentration and marshalling of Force "O" troops

:5and equ1pment for exercise FABIUS 1 began for the Sth ESB on 24

Apr11 1944, wlth units moving from their base, camps in South

.wales, to the Concentratlon and Marsha111ng Area, Area D, in the

v1c1n1ty of Dorchester in Southern England.‘.The units were. .
marshalled in Cap D &, D-11, D-12, and D-12B, having been divided
accordlng to boat loads for the assault. Loading on APA’S,
LQ11§"§FquCT.Ss‘31909 with the Infantry and other assault and
supportﬁnogtropps, was accomplished from Portland and Weymouth in
SouthernlEng}and;in keeping with detailed planned schedules.

T (4) After completlng the marshalling and loading of
Force o troops and .equipment, the maneuver portion of Exercise

FABIUS 1 con51sted of an amphibious landing on Slapton Sands

Beaches, South,Devon, 1n;§outhernnEngland, from 3 to 5 May, 1944.

The assault took place as scheduled, with H-Hour and D-Day at

: 030700 3 May, 1944, and essentially completed by midnight of the

otherttroops.

(5)} During Exercise FAE}USf_ 1 deficiencies and needed .-



-12-

FEI

changes were noted and corrective measures were taken.

P H o - . . u e
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OPERATION NEPTUNE. .. tﬁé.sth Engineer Special Brigade made their
final preparations andiwere marshalled into craft ak“ship loads
dn'28th Nay, 1944, Embarkatlon at Portland, in Souther England,
commenced® 31° May, 1944 and was completed 37 June, 194@4‘”The short
sea voyage across the Engllsh channel: began 4" and 5° June, 1944
and® the assault 1and1ng was made on’ the northern coast of
Normandy, ' S '

" France, & June, 1944. The combat forces of the assault landing

before H-Hour, 0630; the first elements of the 5TH ESB landed at

H-65 minutes.

(1) Force "B": The Sth ESB elements scheduled to  land in
Force "B" remained in their base camp until May 1944, inasmuch as
they did not parﬁicipate’in FABIUS 1. They were concentrated in
the Truro‘ﬁarshalling Area, "Sausage E," in Southern England,
commencing 9 May, 1944: the movement of Brigade troops and
equipment was completed 11 May, 1944. They remained there for
five days and were’ then marshalled into craft and ship loads in
“Sausage Q,' partlally occupylng Camps C -1 through C-7, D-6, F-
11, E—Sfjand B-4: brlef;ng of troops were conducted after
marshalling. Embarkation from Falmouth commenced 1 June, 1944 and
was completed 3 June, 19443'5Tne‘ehort-sea voyage across the
"English channel started 3 June,fi944 and on 7 June, 1944 they
arrived off the coast of Normandy, France opposite Omaha Beach.

" Landings were nearly at once by transferring to smaller craft.

(2) Build-Up Ferry: The Sth ESB elements in this force were
concentrated: at Abbotsbury, Dorset, England, 18 May, 1944 in
billets. They remained in this camp until 4 June, 1944; when
" they were marshalled into craft and ‘ship loads in Camp D-11 Area g
D (Same area as for Force: "C“nunlts which preceded them) . \
Embarkatlon was . started 7 June, 1944 and completed 8 June, 1944
and they landed 9 June, 1944. Dne LSR was torpedded whlle.ln the

Eﬁdifgh”Channel and sunk. Two men and several loaded vehlcles



-~ killed and..ten men injuredi %

oyl

were lost. Lo T s e oy
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: - (3). Bristol Channel Pre—Load.- The Sth ESB elements in this
V.force were concentrated 1n Camp u-89, Crlckhowell, South Wales,
v'_on 1S May, 1244, They were marshalled into craft and ship: loads

during the period. 29 May, 1944 to June 1, June, 1944.

Embarkation commenced 30‘May, 1944 and completed 2 June,. 17944:
briefingjwas;done'after sai}ing- The short sea voyage was began
3 June,‘1944 and. the forcefancnored off the coast of France on

= the morninglof 7 June, 1944;1'Doring the vovage one vessel: struck

-~ a mine and casualties to Brigade personnel amounted to. two men

(4)$ Res;due.f These troops of. the Sth ESB commenclng S May,
1944 were concentrated in Tortworth Cout Camp, Falfield,"

Gloucester, and the movement to the Concentratlon Areas was

'.Vcompletedab May, 1944. The unit detachments were organized into

Prov151ona1 Battallon of six companies; this organization was.
de51gnated “Brlgade Spec1a1 Troops". .. Prior to D—-Day, the
Detachment functloned as a personnel’ reservoir and service unit
- for the.aesau;t;ng:elements of the Brigade. Processing for
overseas moVement%has:accomplished after D-Day. Elements of the
Residue were sChedoled to arrive in the Marshalling area on D13
and in France on'Dlé;ﬂiHowever, only a portion of the units
departed on scheduiefandtthey were detained several days in the
Marshalling Area. Other units were called forward as shipping
permitted. Engineer units were marshalled in the Truro Area and
all other units, at SoutHampton.  Departures were at various
times and the last elements debarked in France on Omaha Beach on

12 July, 1944, -

* THE: LANDING IN FRANCEj |

~:Durinq the assault phase, landings were made in-small craft
from the larger ships'anchoredrin the English Channel at

‘rendezvous;: : The LCI's- and LCT's beached directly. The smaller
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"landing craft used to unload APA's and LST's consisted LCM’'s,
LCVP's and Rhino Ferries. Upon beaching, or while a few hundred
. yards off. shore, many of these craft,’ and, troops and equipment

aboard; suffered casualties from enemy‘fire-and.underwaterwa~

Cer . S

B .+~ (1) - The. Far Shore'Situation~asfitq

actually Existed:

_ . a. General: . Advance.
information regarding the beach, the adjacent terrain, the )
. enemy’'s defense poeitions, and disposition of the enemyfs_forees
was giVen'to us,.but=1ater found. to be far from correct in many
ways.: However, the Geographic and hydrograbhic data given prior
to the landing were quite accurate. Disposition of ehemy troops
. was inadequate and not updated to give a compiete picture"of
conditions as they actually existed. - o

o b. The enemy’s defensive positions were
found to be considerably more extensive than was indicated by
advance intelligence data. Mortar positions had not been located
and many temporary emdlacements for 75-mm and B88-mm guns were
occupied, especially those located from 1000 to 2500 vards back
of the beach, many of which continued to molest operations on the
"beach to a great extent through D-2. Practically all of the
~concrete pillboxes for automatic and heavy guns had been located
by aerial photograph interpretations and report; however, many of
them were discovered too late to have been included on the
defense Overprint Maps: issued in the Marshalling areas prior to
debarking from the United Kingdom. Tank turrets set in concrete
were also unreporteds 11kew15e the extent of antipersonnel mines
and their "tie-ins" w1th ant1m1nes and barbed wire entanglements
were not fully known. Although not in operation, stationary

flamethrowers were set up at varlous points along the beach'

these wee not included 1n advance intelligence data. The types
"of constructed obstacles encountered were as reported;’ however,,;
they were. found to’ be more numerous and extensively: located.

' Also, another condition found " to exlst and. not ant1c1pated was
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the: add1t10na1 hazard caused. by wrecked craft and vehicles -
becomlng ‘an obstacle as damaged or abandoned equ1pment began:
';collectlng on the beach. These became a seriocus obstacle: to’
,-movement until the Brlgf,Englneers oegan clearing passages from
th?~beachi:ff-. o ‘ S %
'(cfrgﬁdvance information: regarding the disposition of German

troops in. the v151n1ty of the: beach over which the assault was

;.mad ¢ind1cated that elements of the German 716 Infantry:Division
with: headquarters at Caen defended the area from Ouistreham west .
to the mouth of the river. Douve. The726. Infantry Regt., with

headquarters at Bayeux was reported to be in the immediate Omaha

beach area"nhiie it was indicated: that the German 352nd Infantry

D1v151onfwas in. the vicinity of St.Lo. Aotdaliy, the. entire

726th Regt.‘of the German 716th Division was in the 29 US
.VInfantry area, while the Regt. of the German 352nd Infantry
D1v1slon1wae manning the defenses in the 1st US - . Infantry

,Diyieionfarea,‘with the two other Regts. in reserve.

* PRELUDE"TO' THE ASSAULT....
us Bonbers came over the beaches on schedule, but no bambs hit
the beach.m'One bonb-was later found near Vierville-sur-Mer and
another near St Laurent sur—Mer, but both were in open fields.
The 8th. Alr Force reported that two other patterns may have
fallen ln the Omaha area, but doubted if many other bomb patterns
;fell North of the Bayeux Isigny. hlghway, although several. fell
south of the hlghway where they may have done a great deal to
.:dlsrupt German commun1cat1ons and reduce the effectiveness of
: thelr reserve strength. . o : ::fv-

'”bombardment began on schedule at H-45 mlnutes, butt

reports of ..... 1ts effectlveness are not available. (Dperat1ona1

elgnalsfobtalned by author indicate that the Navy trled veryAhard

to h1t thehtargets ass;gned them, but w1th heavy eeas, and

assault troops nearlng the shore; fire was: llftedﬂearller then

was’ planned). -Inland targets were also heav11y shelled.-_Dnly
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one shot was fired at the Naval. vessels from the shore. and that
missedfits;mark.-_The_EQQMy was apparently trying to keep the
location: of its‘emplacedantsAsecret; The success of the: shelling
of-thehbeach'defensesvby gunfire support craft and by tanks:and
self-propelled artille?y aboard LCT's was questionablerw Rough
water made accuracy dlfflcult, and a number of the LCT's were
either damaged by gunflre or were late in arriving offshore. Of
the 16.carry1ng the M-4 tanks, two were lost at sea and three
were dalayed. The LCf(R)fa approached. the shore on schedule ahd
~fired ‘their rockets at 0629 hours, but assault team personnel and

Infantry agree that none hit their targets.

Nor did the DD tanks prove effective. . The-74lst tank: battalion
atteﬁpted to discharge 29 of its 32 tanks at sea. .Twenty—sevan
foundered and two swam ashore, beach on EASY. RED Beach at H—- "
Hour. The remaining three were eventually landed from an LCT in
.this same area. The 743rd tank battalion made no attempt-to
launch its tanks at sea and discharged them in the usual manner
from LCT's. Eight were lost, but 24 were reported to have landed
on the western end of the beach between H-20 minutes and H-hour.
No reports are available on the operations of these tanks, but
they were unable to neutralize enemy fire.

THE VOYAGE... 4 June 1944 some of the ships began to leave the
harbors that the 336th were moored in. Warships, minesweepers
etc.. We noticed most everything that took place around us, as
when one is penned up for days waiting for something to happen,
one is very aware of every movement, and try to read something
into everything that_is said or done. ' Rumors flew all over the
ships. The ships were packed full of men and equipment,'and there
was beginning to develop quite an odor. - No showers or baths for
days. . Men: were lying all over the place, trying to sleep. Thera;,
'were lots of crap games going.. Some men wrote lettéfs,:evenjtzﬁiﬁj
though .they did. not'rééaiVe maii" Others, checked their»»;}%;ZE
equibment. We omitted to mentlon earller that our ma11 servlce'

home had been stopped ever sxnce the: lockup in the camps ln

southern England. QOur - loved ones"would know that-"somethlng was
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up" when they: did not receive mail- from us. It would be a long
time for us too, before mail would reach us- from home. - o
Laterathatfhight,;the-warships returned to harbor. D-Day. had
- been poStponed{for twenty—four.hours.: Of course, we did not know
thiss * It ailQbegan again:thé;next night. (5-June), but this time
" our"shipS'prepaFed to sail as well. Soon we were on.the way, out
to sea, hundreds of ships of ali;sizes.@.Everywhere one looked
there were'ships. Escorts of wérships were everywhere. The air
- force, too, as' overhead: flying coQéc_for our fleet. Everyone
gawke¢;at'tﬁe sight. It was unbelievable.. but real. : We were
on: our way.' The waves in. the English channel were huge. The
shipsirolled‘énd tossed like corks:in a whirlpool. People got
sick. Games sﬁqppedg and everyone became very serious.. Most
began to think'éf what was to come. _WE,ali (ﬁeﬁ that this was
" what we hadﬁtréibed for." Would»the.enemyAbe surprised?itor, were
they waiting*foﬁrus.on the beaches? Would we make it ashore?
Lots of questions, but no answers. - .

. The ships stopped in the assembly area, miles off the. -
beaches.. Unloading began for the 336th. Down the cargo nets into
the LCTs, and otherlfypes of landing craft they went.. Some of
the  larger equipment on LSTs.was ﬁransferred to LCTs or Rhino
Ferries. Waves raised the ships up and then down and made
unloading a painstaking operation. - Men were seasick and
overloaded with heavy equipment. . But, their training asserted
itself and somehow everything was loaded and_ the men were on the
way. . R

The. warships were shelling the beach areas as well as the
inland targets. . The air force was overhead. Both sea and air
were full of support forces. We had arrived to pay back a lﬁng
standing debt to comrades of. our forefafhe;s - Lafayette. Surly

“of spirit;:heéwasfﬁaiting for us on the beaches and in,thedh;lls.
_ 'Smiles were gone from .faces. Everyone wore war faces}aLFofoéd
'ﬁFfﬁéachfonxthe left flank... turn left_upbn.landing and. go to Fox
Red’ beach. . Stay. alive and get to our beaéh,atlall,cossg. Our
job is on Fo§»Réd. Got to get there. Fight'ouc;ﬁaygtbﬁggsembly

and get to‘wofk;f Have 'I forgotten anything? Rations, ammo, etc.

-
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"etecy ¢ Too: late’now, get  ashore ahd turn left, that’'s all I have
got to remember and- do.': .

-This™is the way it seemed to happen. for the guys in Force
"gre The_trip*foushoré in . landing craft:wa§~a’iournEY§that.m05t
of us. would rathériforget; Waves,. obstacles,.shellfire and mines
all*preVented"an orderly landing.. Nothing went as planned. The
voyage Qagfover and we Qere abouf‘tottour Europe at government
expenselﬁ‘¥f°&“V @”h; ' '

”Inispitelof the elaborate plans to knock out beach defenses,
most” of the enemy emplacements were intact at H-hour, ready to
cover 'the beach with artillery, mortar and émall‘arms fire. - The
' outcome of the operation, therefore, rested'qn.the shoulders: of
the ' Infantry and Engineers landing in the first waves.

336 Eﬁgineer Combat Battalion Lamrds.... & & == - .

Dﬁeratlons Plan Co.e"A" states Co."A" lands Easy Red beach
and moves laterally to- léft along beach to Number 1. assembly area
(this was initiated by Captain Lothspe1ch on S5-24-44 before-
invasion.) Company "A" landed on Easy. REd Beach so landed
according to plan, but still had to traverse the 2500 to 3000
vards to FoxRed and F-1 exit.

"0Omaha Beachhead" Histqrical‘Division U.s. War Départment
states” ; ) e -

Fox Beach was ready for development but the 3I36th
Engrcomb. Bn. scheduled to land there was brought in on opposite
end of Omaha Beach 4000 yards away.

The two versions conflict. It stands to reason that Company
"A's" Operation Report is authentic. I know for a fact most of
Company "A" Headquarters Personnel and one Platoon of C."B"
landed in the center of Easy Red Beach. Undoubtedly parts of
Company "A", "B" and-fo were landed in different locations. Do
you have a complete dpérétion plan for the 336th Engr.Cbmb. Bn.?
"It might clarify the s;tuatlon. -ﬁﬁg: D - ’

" Due to the above 1. suggest: changlng the wording as follows.r'“
331 men,-advance element ofs, the :336th Engr.Co,b. Bn..landed
- with the 34Bth Engr.Beach, but were 2500 to 3000,yardsnﬁésﬁ of

their- targeted_dest;nathn."Someﬁhere landed even further away
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upon leaving;the land;no;oraftéﬂ They”;ameqondeglheavy_morta§$and
art;}lery“fi:e}andrhad!to take,shelteruin the shingle and'x ,,,,,,
reorooo.“)The Germans had artllleryrobeeEVers.{niwell.oositiongd
places, including church steeples. With deadly accuracy - they ere
hlttlng almost everythlngulthat landed on the beach shortly after
3 en fromjgﬁtﬁ Hd-Ortrs . Co. and thlrty—two men. from .

d and debarked from an LCI. (Landlng Craft Infantry).

barrage that completely put 1t

;;odthof action}. The LCI remalned at list in the center of Easy
MTRed‘Beaoh_one;year later. An Athey wagon pulled by a bulldozer
and loaded with five gallon cans ofﬂgasollnehgas h1t about one
hundred yards west of the center of Easy.Red. Flames shot hlgh
in the'ek;;ﬁ;It was learned the next day that thlS explo51on
killed several offlcers and enlisted men from our sxster
battalion. éaey REd Beach was no place to be as everything was a
sitting duck oecause of the accuracy of the German mortars and
artillery. Byvmoving in small groups, sometimes in two and
threes,.the 336th hoved parallel to the enemy. and worked their
way up the beach to their assigned area F.1 exit on Fox Red
Beach. The 33&th Engineer's advance equipment also began to
arrive; and some ofwits Bulldozers pulling trailers of explosives
were landed at the same location, and had to make the long trip(
without cover to their proper assigned beach. It was a nightmare
on the Beach... No training can prepare for such fear and
confusion. A feeling of loneliness surrounds one, although there
are hundreds of men about. Every enemy gun is firimg at you.
Helpless, scared and alone. Then faith and discipline assert, and
your training impels you to lead or to follow. Some crawled,
some-ran, but all worked their way east to Fox Red Beach and to
their:yarious assignments. Equipment was lost in the seas; mine
‘detectors, machlne guns, all types of equipment badly needed on"

shore._ No matter...wa got there .and were ready to get the JOb

——

done.; The NEDICS Dh, the MEDICS" THE 334EGB had the1r own w1th
. them. They had no tlme to:thlnk Thelr JDb started before they
reacned the shore. There were wounoed everywhere,:and our MEDICS

went to work at once treatlng everyone who was wounded One had
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only to yeil MEDIC! and he would appear. This story would be
“incomplete’ of we didn‘{itéke time to "Saldfe“'oﬁffdéér‘cbmr;dés
who did theiF jobs so ﬁell. Nedlc folcer recexved the Bronze
and 3 Medics received Sllver Stars. Lo B
'F-1" ROAD EXIT.. A '

’%5%5 on’ the pre-invasion maps’ it showed’ thls as a gmall dirt road
runnxng up “the bhill off the beach Jo;n;ng another mall road R
behxnd the beach. The 336 ECB Job was to widen 1t, 1mprove 1t so

1t could carryitraffxc off the beach. However, upon arrlvxng on
Fox Red Beach, it was’ found to be a path and "not a road. W1th’no
traffic mov1ng off the Behch because of enpmy gunfzre, the 336th

Job was to buxld an exit road, and fast.
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UNLOADING ON BEACH (Brigade)
8 June to 25 June 1944

- 93,415 Personnel

16,997. vehléle_” C o
.71,896_Top“ of_ upplles
27 June to 15 July 1944
'33,180 Pefs'nnel
19,750, Veh;éles

*HBI 075 Tons'of Supplies

66,402‘Péf§
D 832 Veh;ales

85, 787 Tons of Suppl;esvw_
Month of August, 1944
~73,$62'Pef§dﬁ;§fb' '

8,019 Vehicles

181,777 Tons of Suppl;es
'Prxsoners Taken D-Day

66 total, 37 uere wounded
Prxsoners used by 336th EGB
12 June to 14 June 1944'
200 to bury the dead

15 June to 18 June
300 tao hury dead
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ENRY

Some of the 3346th cleared mines (by hand, probing with bayonets).

Others scouted the new road site. Others scouted ‘ahead’ : and

esfablished a -pErimeter of defense oﬁn¥6ﬁﬂf$¥ ;ﬁhé hfiff

Rer e P SEE v

buliqqier dug out a hole fhrough Fhe six to'eiéhtffqgt.gmb;nkmgpt
ten to twelve feet wiﬁd;to provide access to theibropQSEd??rbéd
that was being cleared of mines and bordé}édfﬁi£h_;%fips:d¥f.tage
to idﬁntify cleared portions. Compan;u‘é‘%:;;fghg‘”??ééh?Ténk
Battalion landed twelve tanks on Fox Green Beach at;1830 and was
on the high ground by 2030, losing three téﬁkéllvTHeﬁ*ifgé?ténk
up the hill ran outside the tape near the f;bgaf;#;éfﬁili §Eh ran
over an anti-tank mihé §Ba blew up. The second tank: tried to go
around the first tank and"alsp hit an ahti—tépk.miﬁé.‘ No one was
left in the firét tank to explain when someon;kpuiledvthe p;n“on
a grenadé3ahd it explpded inside the tank, a terrible tragedy.
When the last af the tanks climbed the hill a’h’d’heade’d‘ for
Colleville Sur Mer, it was a'good feeling to;knoQ tﬁéré Q;s‘éome

armor in front. Imagine how the infantry men felt when the tanks

joined them in Colleville!

Darkness did not fall until after 1100 hrs. No one knew
the situation other than what was immediately around them. No
one knew the enemy strength or location. Rumors were circulated

that the beach ‘might havefto béiéyacuated. The night was filieq 

~

with uncertainty,
Duringftﬁé late afﬁéfﬁodﬁf:ahd evening, 20 German prisoners
of war had been taken in the .mmediate section. AVCOllecting

point  was véstablished next to the exit at the bottom of the
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2
acliff.»fonq,Qermané was wounded  and on‘_a_s;rgtchéf,_.He”tquusedﬁ'
'American-medi;al,,attention,__ Q;German Ligutgngq; seeipgl the
thousands of ships off shore washhearq;ftqa;emaqk} "Alles. Est
iy Kab."‘t_t‘_'|»""~ R T DU ER A TR
sj:;~1n tﬁe.meant;me,“pthgts_frpm the 336th probed, for  mines and
rcleared the_beach_areat and gther aregs‘gegded fgr ,SU?P¥§E?' aid
Rstations,-yehicle, tcaQSit, eﬁd bivouac.ﬁmbother tgams; pegaq the
e workéoffrehdying.qbstaclgs,ﬂénq damaged equip@ent“from j}@g ?each
areé;soﬁNaval craft could_ land on . the beéch, Ql;gheygcuation of
wéunded,Ahandling of prisoners of war, recon for inland dumpsj; on
and on with no let. up. More troopsf_@ékéf-lapdigq,géggplies
needed, water, ammo, f;rsp }aid, mortars cg@iég;igz‘ snipers
shooting, . men stepping. on mines, a fr;end _dying...can'f_stop,
must keep moving.. . . o : .

Aid . stations were needed as well as beach markers, roads
- over the sand. beach, a water point, remoygl‘of thousgnds of,qnti—

tank and anti-personnel mines, security of _ the beach area, and

much more.

T —"

e

195 night fell it was found that the left flank of the entire
-. Omaha beach had less than a squad of infantry guarding it in a
captured German gun position. One officer and a security platoon

of the 33&th. were sent to .man this position with the infantry

gfoup.. Using small_grms, and a captured enemy ma;h?ne'gug, the

-

posiﬁign,remained'se;ure, for the night. _The_beach‘_was_cggered
v;with?thg_d?adj,[they had to be moved from the path of the ocean,

- and the;équipmen;.arriy;pgéhqurly. How painful it was to look at

these brave men, how gently they were nandled. They were moved

R e s o Lo T T Eir WO SR
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'f“ééfde?&ntiifmiﬁé”graves”’régistratibﬁ troops~’éould'fake“7tére of
them: Aﬁhuhitién; fifétAaid.kits“ and weapons were taken- from
them as théyWWérewneédédfbédly on the line.- TRV

Thére wasn't much rest the first ﬁight in Francé;ffof*with
shipérs “and the German® Air Forece, ' and much~ more work to be
ddnéffgféﬁiﬁad any break to sleep.’ Wher‘the® enemy planes came
d&ég§ fhé“Névyianti—aiEcraftJgdns . zerded in.  What a“ display of
“éépiég fireworks they put up. They, the Navy, knocked down most
"of them, and drove off the rest. Yes, it was®'the longest day''!

+ e - . - . [ - -
o R R A T I

m——

P

NAVAL GUN SUPPORT: ;..

Before we leave this first day, a word® of thanks is owed to
“our U.S. Navy for a job well done. On the shore with us were the
Naval Beach Battalions assigned to our brigade (a company : to the
3346th). They trained with us, and landed with us. ‘They even
wore GI uniforms with Navy painted™ on them. Brave men they were,
and we really gbt along’With them." Well done Navy!-

What can be said of the Destroyer Group? They probably
saved the day for us all.  When the operation order - came down
from Fleet to support the beach troops;vit said, "Necessary risks
must be taken, ’ékpé;téd,'and'accepted.” In other words, "Go get
‘em." The'Deétrbyék'Fdfﬁéfsteamed in so ¢lose to shore that vyou
céuidihééFly seé‘fheifvé;éé: “ Their 5" guns’ took the*enemy-strong;j

péinfé”undérw¥iFé-and;y?ééily“did“fheljob}7 Most of this fire_ﬁési{

done’at point blank range:”" Meantime the battleships and cruisers.

lobbed shells inland to other targets. = Without this;help, many

—

“more of our troops ‘would have paid geariy that day. - We : humbly




Ri

tip”bﬁ? Héts to our friends and comrades of the U.S. - Navy.
"Pé?hébs in haste we have“”forgotten to mention the great

déhéégrfiEﬁfaktilléFy,?hbktéFs,**anti—personnel'mineé,'and-booby—

“trapsi ’E;Erywhere yoiT turned or- went, mines ' of’ various types
"were®to be found. Some were old;?placed in the ground. Some were

:tﬁb,dﬁfBOrg years old,- placed in the'ground vyears earlier;. these

"Many other- anti-personnel mines did explode and

S A

crippled’ no telling‘how many lives.

- ? 7THé’Gefméh9 'S mine “was‘ the one ' feared the most. Upon

vstebbing”dﬁ'oﬁé; the mine would fly: up out of the ground a few

feet ahd:'éxplode; steel shards, ball bearings, bolté,. and

’wha'_tié_VéF'"{' was in them would reach out and kill or wound. a number

of men. - Others: were the 'Schu’ mine, and the 'concrete’ mine.

The 'é&b&fﬁiﬁefwould take off your foot when stepped on, and the
concrete’ mine would spread hunks of concrete mixed with steel

shards- killing 0f w6unding anyone nearby. The anti—-tank mine was

“for vehicles of all tfbés. - Generally, it takes about 250 lbs.

"préséure-fd“éet'one off, -so men could work around them a little

bette?iftﬁéh the small mines. Most of these were found much

easier than  the anti-personnel mines. It is believed the 33&th

"Engineers’ ‘removed some 20,000 "mines from the: beach and  area

"around the hills.

T Artillery was-absolutely’ horrible, 75mm and 88mm™:cannons

;Sﬁélié&fﬁﬁéf beach'ét:’point“blank“ range, and from:a:few miles

behind the beach. The only defense against these | was: to dig in

dééﬁf{*bx;hdles)i or - advance forward guickly and overtake the

ehémy'bg§{;i¢ns,‘ wnere 1t was generally safe. The latter could



ﬁot be ”done, ~as the .enemy had machine gun. nests facing. our
-;nfantry,ahdldiﬁg:them on "the:beach. The. 336th had to dodge a;l
_this wh;lg,gbﬁtjnuing_its_job.:_when an artillery shell.comes in,
it whistles and.- screams; and convinces you. that. it’s you that it
is going-.to hit.. 1It’'s.something you cép}f explain, unless you've
been under: fire.;~'M6rtars are _something else; .they. come in
sounding. like a - dove-.in. flight. Most. men don’'t, hear this in
battleg but only the "click" it makes a split second . before ;t
exploaes. 5 So-theAsound of mortars is a-"click-boom!.- The worst
placeito.be~is in a forest, for then, if the shells hit the trees
up high and explode, metal rains down on eQefybhe, DU

So on D-day and D1 whilggqur;-men of the 33é6th went about
. their tasks on: the beach and hills, all of this action waé taking
place around them. Hit the ground, dive into a hole or ditch,
.then back to work. . Constant fear, danger,> thirst, hunger...a
million things; but the mission was the first thing thatihéd to
be done. Nothing else mattered...open a road for tanks, clear
mines, . open paths to the sea, this was ouf reason for being
there. The infantry depended on us....they were waiting .for us,
and believed we wouldn’'t let them down. There is a bond between
éombat troops that .no one can really describe...but i;fsttpere,
we all knew it, and felt it. One will not let the other down.
Engineers are normallygin and out of combat, while infantry goes
in, and stay in, sb,Eombat Engineers. behind. the infantry will do

everything in- their power. to support them.

- »JThere were no eating facilities on. the beach,. or  anywhere in

Normandy. we carried emergency food rations in our packs for



three days; aAvcanteen of watef,'and an extra bandoleer of ammo.
" Everyone’'s ciéihes were‘soakihg'wet from the sea. As night fell,
it’was coldi;;&;'damp. Fox-ho;es were . wet, you think_”what¢!the
hé;l*amfl”d;igééhere, why mé?g: You. look around and}~seeﬁéll the
dead,'anaf égéﬁqVing,..and thank God for keeping you safe... You
pray that toa&}Eow will be betggf.

'-’il"'*You“ve" néQer been under_ah'air; attack where~,90u”wefg the
targetﬁ‘but ﬁdﬁight you will be. -~ The Luftwaffe,came;,oveg.énd
"méde’aT”show Qf;;f;ing to get to us and the fleet, but failed.
vThey ﬁanaged t;ﬂslow us up a bit, and kﬁptppthers awake,.a few
hours, Suppliéslthat were badly needed were béginningbta land in
dribb;;s.' Orders Qefe still out to lénd only infantry, engineers

‘and’- needed supplies. Hold the rest.. . You wonder if this is the

real invasion, or’ a” feint. = Will the fleet be there in the
morning, or gone to Calais or someplace else? Please God keep
" them here. - You don’t know that our commanding general aboard a

Cruisér’;meiies off the cbast, knows less than you about what is
hébpening;}f tommynications.fare really 1in a mess. Forty—five
yéé?é}latér,}tﬁé"miiitary in Washington still doesn’t know what
happened 6n'Qééha_be§thgn They can only put pieces together from
scaht5opef§§£66ai Eéﬁb;#s submitted by the units.

Péfhéps,”i£3Q;§ égét;~ for. the = individual American soldier,
anqijuﬁinféffigérs{dafyhd§h~better in the field if the big brass

éééYf'b@ﬁEﬁﬁf MFi"SNéfU"iwés the word I waséglpokipgbfok

(Sithét;éﬁ?hbﬁméi@i ‘From where we stood,: i

meant for-General- Omar Bradley, as  he was a 3Soidier:is general,
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and liked by his men.

On top of the- F-1 Exit road locafion» was the enemy . . strong
point of“»Fox~vBeach“area; .Barbedn'wike,;mines .and the- like
protected - ity - Two French 75mm guns, and two enclosed mortar
ppeiféons;'a 37 Gun:mounted on .'a fixed tank  turret, and a few
macnine gun pdSltlons. Alsd vecyd dangerous. were . theqflame
throwers buried along the hills to spread - fire on _the advancing
troops, but the fuel‘tanks were empty, so thevaere neveq¥ueed.'

The iast-resistanCE'from macn;ne guns overlooking oug@béath
was ended, leaving only occasional artillery_and mortar fire;from‘
the énemy‘reacﬁ coming in on our beach positions.. Snipecen and
’“artilfery wefe'still»‘hindering,our wark : on the hills and;beach
area. Suppliesfof ammuni{ion for the forward troops had become a
serious problem, and so the ammunition taken from fallen soldiers
was sent forward until we could land fresh supplies from the sea.

The beach was being clogged by traffic and supplies that
Qerenndtf needed. DUKWs:. were landing with the wrong loads on
thems fne?~beach commander of Fox, while in  communication with
tné'fleeﬁgcommander of supply and landing craft(nmavy), told him

'(théﬁédhicél)Athat they should hold landing anything on Fox Beach

excepf"anhunifion,7 engineers,, infantry, artillery and heavy

'éQUipmenE'i*This began to happen within a short while, and the

:beach became a11ve wlth the thlngs that were. needed. Ammunition,

'Jlt landed, was sent forward:to

"édqlﬂﬂ?ntearf;vedf and the congested beach condltlon cleared “we

‘astisee” improvement.

Security Platoons of the 336th were ciear;ng:enipefsﬁoff Tne

dlstrlbutlon sltes, engineek;g=-
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hills witﬁlnriflq_fiﬁe. Enemy prisoners were coming . in . and a
sdaii;wife enclosure was prepared to keep them undEﬁ‘vgugrq_qntil
the proper personnel arrived to take. over. CP’'s were improved
and mafkéd, wire and radiq communications  were progressing well.
i Iﬁjgéégn,-to'look as,if-wen;were going to stay a while. Qur big
T joq- waé:yef before - us. .- éqpply anifafmy_w{th; eygrything,théy
neéde&;ﬁlnéacomplete port facility,had'to'pe,‘made anthis peéch.
There were no decks hére...justﬁsénd and rock.
-Some 61deg cargo ships appéarédt and were sunk in a line in
‘”kffgngfzof%§h€~-beach_to form a breakwater '~ for small craft to
rsﬁéf;éh;peﬁind.- The SeaBees (Navy) landed. and began to put
'=‘téﬁétﬁéﬁg?sgeelnfloatingv causeways for unloading ships at sea.
: Tﬁéﬁxffém'o§2r=the channel huge concrete apartment size buildings
’abgéé;ed;ﬁéowedfzby sea going tugs. These were "Mulberry" (code
né@e)ét@ibé.Suﬁk aloﬁg side the breakwater to form the wall that
woﬁidiSfépAthéiwaves, and give us a calm bay to work in.  Anti-
aircraft guh'boéitions were mounted on their tops to defend, them.
Théy'were.so large:théﬁ_is was hard to believe our evyes.
waaiﬁy'DS;our forward troops had broken out of the bridgehead
aﬁdstgk?ﬁéle.road.. Qelcould now start on road imprbvement, and
”sgbp}ynés;wéll“és clearing the dead and getting rid of the beach
obstgéleﬁfénd stilifa;tivg mines. Our Headquarters moved. to St.
Hqﬁéf%he;iajéﬁé}1§9iii$géaa few miles east of the beach.
‘i,?é bﬁ;gée%cﬁmpqny'.eQﬁSﬁfydfquirpads ~.to dumps, and_ ;{gared
>obgnynq$:in hedge.rbws;-clegred ﬁiﬁéSJand patro}leqétﬁé;éfééiv_B—
Céhuany'built a lateral.: réad alng the beach front, worké? oﬁ a

"cargo transfer. point at Exit F-1 entrance, cleared a bivouac area
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for the Naval BeachAééffélion, checked cargo, vehicles,: personnel
crossing the beach, and patrolled ‘for snipers. ! C—Company cleared
‘hiﬁég"lfrom tHe beach area and ‘inland, conducted # patrols for
snipers,’ and did somewfgrgo work' on Féx Red., =" =

DS. TEansfeF 'poinf”dperation improved. = Checking-off per-—
‘'sonnel, cargo, and vehicles crossing .-the beach, policing of - the
beach, sign erection, evacuationm - of wounded and canstructioﬁ of
roads;tetc. In genékal, the work of the Battalion was: to improve
and deveiop the beach, dump areas, and road network.:=-.:

Di3 (19th June). The 336th was relieved of beach operatians
and .assigned the duties of constructing and maintaining roads
withiril the entire Beach area of the Sth ESB, and operation of the
Brigade Transit Area. However, their cranes plus miscellaneous
équipment. remained in operation on. the beach:- and in the dump
areas. C-Company operated Vehicle and personnel transit areas 3,
4, and 5. Water point operators of H&S Company were now - manning
two water points; 12,240 gallons of water was furnished daily.

In addition to” above, the 3I36th ° furnished operators for
éranés,s trucks, prime movers, bulldozers,; air compressors, and
arc-welding equipment on a twenty four hour basis.: Equipment
operators worked'lé—hour shifts, seven days: a week., Twa. rock
crushers were assembled té furnish material for the roads.:

Welders frém the- 336th went info'production on. building for
1st Army tanks: Steel ' Shears", rhinoceroses, ' these to be used
oh”fhe'fkontjéf'téhkS*to*break«thchgh‘hedgé rows.;Dur,machinéglé'
”a%éiéfed. ~ This deViCéIWorked‘ out well,” and :saQed~many~df§i§UF:

tanks from HéétruCticn"byithe‘ehemy.- Scrap'stéer;from,thé:bEQCh
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fortifications was used in this project.

There were just too many Jjob- assignments: given. to - the 3I36th
t6 write aonE: all of tHemﬁ-. Build, cbnstruct; destroy, clear,
unload cargo, - opérate»heavy;fequipmenty, furnish.- water, survey
beach,  and- hundreds ‘of others. buring‘this period,  most of the
men'workedT;q-iﬁ-hourm'shifts.' There was : not time. to build any
kind of péfhgnenti shelteé*for ourm own troops until much, much

*‘latef;‘asf aii.our energy: was put - to the job of supplying.  the
forward troops. ' S Fe T e ST R T

Late in July the 3I36th was assigned . -the responsibility for
unloading all barges of the 5£h ESB. These barges were éuch‘like
those we see on rivers in the USA; The assignment included:

1. pnload cargo from barges and Rhino Ferries.

2. Maintain the barges in operating condition.

3. Keep barges‘ painted, provide- 1lights, living quarters,
fenders, unloading chutes, cables, and miscellaneous equipment.

4. Pfov;de crews to operate the barges on a 24 hour basis,
and condQct ithection of same.

S. Keep”ffhé'Bgttalions to’ which the barges were assigned
notified as to théfgtatus of unloading.

16. Assist - in mooring the barges to cargo ships; securing to
tugs for movement,: and securing to. anchors.
?;75'1Safeguard”th9'barges and their cargo at all times. This

'fihélhqga the prevention of pilfering or unloading: of cargo by any

" exceptyauthorized  personnel. : SR

" O0nithe . 27th' of July, 1944 the  following Commendation was

receivea from the Commanding Generai: ot:V Corps:
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Subject: Commendation: ' :
"To:  Commanding Officer, Provisional Engineer Special
Brigade Groupy APD‘230‘U.S. Army .
1. ‘Zanfanted with " the " necessity of- quickly, installing
'“RhinDCEfosgs“ on :. t;nks.'and self-propelled - tank destroyers, a
requeéf for"help was made to'the Engineer Special Brigades... This
‘‘request ' was promptly - and: willingly' met. - The workmanship
e perfoﬁhed’was excellent - and as a result units of. the Corps'were
bettef prepared faor the operation now in progress. The personnel
of the  units listed deserve the thanks apd»gpmmendations of the
unité pf the Corps as a whole:
'11;7th Engineer. Combat Battalion
203rd Engineér Combat Battalion
336th Engineer Combat Battalion
346th Ord. Medium Maint. Company

From: S/L.T. Gerow, T/L.T. Gerow..

Major General, U.S. Army, Commanding

From July to the closing of Omaha Beach, the 334th performed
road maintenance, constfuction, unloading on beach, barge
operations, transit.area duties, and water point operation; I am
sure we have forgotten some, but this will give you the general
scope of our'mission; swherever we were needed, we served well.

. In. order to g%ésg;~the?tfull picture, you must . try to
understand how vast thé3$upp1y operation was. Hundreds Qf.trugkggj

opérating 24 hours“a-da;

=even days a week hauled from the\ﬁdadh

0 the supply:-stbrage dﬁ@ﬁé@ - Other trucks (Red: Bale)ghéulihq



from these dumps. forward to.the troops and tank battalipns.r ‘The

‘roads were bumper- to:. bumper with trucks wherever vyou went,
Initially even the 336th trucks and prime movers were used during
the night. hours to help the:GM tfuck:companies.- Cranes and.-.cats
were unloading or 'traﬁsfering cargo on . the beach, while others
were assiéned to tﬁe various;inland . dumps to unload_ the filled
cargo nets.

. *Hundreds of tanks and.. self-propelled guns were tearing up
the roads moving forward off.the beach to inland areas. . The
Freﬁch,.Foads were small and ,narro&, mostly graveled or. dirt.
They were not. built to stana any: heavy: traffic, there'weren not
enouéh “roads to handle the -supplies,l incoming. troops,. and
equipment.: Can you imagine what happens to a road when aﬁ entire
division of tanks moves ovér it at high speed?  Near complete
destruction in a few hours. While tanks are moving on a road, in
convoy,. all other vehicles must get off or be pushed in the
ditch. At night, headlights were not permitted as there was
danger of air attack; so the danger was always with us on the
roadways.

New roads had to be built to handle the traffic, and in some
cases, to shorten the runs to the dumps or the beach. - A tank
trail (road) was built for the tanké and self-propelled guns, so
as to protect our main roads, and - keep them clear for supply
trucks.

:*;"imagine, if you can, the gasoline alone needed to keep an
ar@yfhunning, plus the supply. tru;ks;that deliver it. .Until pipe

'@ineslwage buried- underground to. carry- the. gas..- to, the. forward



dumps, it all had to be trucked in®' five-gallon cans. A little
later they began to haul it in gasolineqtanker trucks. The roads
had to be watchedfand maintained on a 24—Hour basis. Bulldozers
"Vanq graders- never got to rest mu;h;ﬂ Gravel. had to be,found for
the road work.; Quarries ~were opened. and rock . crushers were
assembled ;ﬁdvoperatéd by the 336&6th.

Then the rains came, and the roads required continuousf pa-—
- trol sfor ﬁudh holes " and sinkﬂ-spots.u  You can’'t believe what
happens to the roads in France, when military traffic and rain
meet.1 Everything turns to mud; deep, deep.meq{ . It becomes  knee
deep, and near impossible” to drive“in?f Drainage ditches - had to
bé ingtalled.*v Sametime? to such an: extent that the . ditches
looked like small rivers or streams. Tons upon  tons of gravel had
to be produced and hauled to keep the roads open. By-pass roads
had to be put in at some places where repairs could not be made.
Wet, muddy, damp and getting cold, we wondered if we would ever
see the sun again.

We couldn't. keep our clothes dry, and there was no place to
dry anything out. There wasn‘t even a dry place for us to eat
our chow. We had not taken time out to build any mess hall vyet.
We thought of the mén up forward in muddy fox holes, and wondered

how they lived through it. It kept us going another day..

Late in June a big storm hit Omaha Beach from the sea.
Strong winds, and giant waves all along the coastal region. Wef
" had to shut: down operations for several days while this stqui‘
tore' everything' to pieces..  Our. . MMulberry” units - were hit;éhd’

damaged, the SeaBee s floating causeways were iiftea‘outﬁfpf'the



"water- and totally destroyed. There was nothing to - be done. We
wE justﬁ had tq“’stand;theré:and ‘watch :the @ sea destroy everything.
>Ships and small craff“were driven;uD;onﬂ:fhe:beach,?barges_were
‘cut qusg_and beached or:. blown. out to sea in: the English channel
'withﬁ;DQrAcrew—men:aboard‘wvlﬁ took several_dayg-for;the Navy to
fihd £6é@,é11 and,bring them back.-:  The crews were damn happy to
be alive, and 'most never went:back . to sea again. The clean up
ke job started all over, oﬁ_the beach. - Equipment that éould still
'be”uséd was saivaged,rgand unloading of sqppLies and personnel
begaﬁiagain. .
fTﬁéi pace had to bick-up; as « we weréwd;;g behind on ladding
suppliés éhd replacement: man—-power.: War waits for no man, and
the forward dumps. would be running.:low on needed - equipment and
$upp1ies; Everyone pitched in and the job got done. .

Now; without. .the causeways to bring quipment ashore
directiyffromfthe ships, we had to bring all of thevsmall ships
into shore,'qéy them out, and ' unload them on the beach at
transfer poihts. Somehow it all worked, and soon we were back on
schedule incréésing: our tonnage. The world never knew' what we
went through durihg'the storms, and rains, to get the job done.
Our reward was knowing we did it. The hardships gone through to
get one load of supplies up to the forward line were sometimes
unbelievgble. Pa?ton once said "God I 'm. proud of these men".
Ourit9f¥§sers were thinking the same:about..us. It is remarkasle
 ¥6;?§ﬁéﬁB9E:that thesezmen-came;from-eyery_walk,ofgljfg; Each had
sdmé skills,. but none had ever done the thingsijgégeééng;gg;qét

INls ;0D done;  yet we ail came together as a team,.  the family
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greW'closéf; we-helpedfand’tobk care of eaéh other,-énd_were;very
proud of“.eaéhfcther.”‘we'-were getting: better chow now...fresh
bread;—éakesifreai butter: once in a=while;uwif‘only_tﬁe sun would
“comé out, and this démn-rain wou1d stop.f:Ohﬂjoy!-~NE»go£ a movie
set up in an old barn® and had a i weekly show..: Alsa entertainment
from Sdmé ?ganq'guy5 iﬁ Normandy that toured the area. . Things
”wéré'loduipg ub;rwe now had recreation equipment and shows!
“”Ali‘the:recréation equipmenf for the Brigade was lost at sea
‘or on the beach, so 'when the men . had any spare time ' there was

nothing to do but 1loaf around; the 336th ECB was a very. active

group at sports and it was had to béar;

DB July 18 the first USO Show was put on in the brigade area
-and the 504- Port Band’-was reformed and toured the area' giving
performances as a GI Show.

A service club for enlisted men was set up in a. chateau in

Colleville Sur Mer during late July 1944. On the 4th of August,

1944 it opened.- It was called ‘'The Manorh Club’, and contained
the following{*.
1. Movie house.
2. 4-Game: Room.
3. 2—-Reading rooms.
4. 1-Office., =~" i
© 5., l1-Kitechen.
"-6.'1—Refreshmen£i?666.
An officers: club was. alsot'opgned on 26 August, fl944b:fH 
another’ ‘chateau:  (Don’ € know what was in it, but, will betthev

nad lots ot booze.; =i
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The Red Cross also had a donut and . coffee bar for enlisted
men at the service club. You paid for the donut, the coffee was
All . these years later  your author A believes GIs haven’'t

" free.

" forgiven the Red Cross for charging for. the donuts......

Sometime in September or October of 1944, the line compqnies
began tolthink aof co1d:'weather. It seeﬁed, ﬁhat we might be
staying here part of éhe wiﬁter. The . men had been liv%hg in
underground shelters since. the.invasion. -There had never.  been
time to build buildings or some sort of barracks. 6 Some of these
foxfﬁoles' or _dugouts in the grouna were quite qnique,‘A The
company command posts, supply and the like, _had electric lights
furnfshed by a generator. Wires generally ran along the ground.
Daily, more and more of the underground living quarters somehow
got tapped into these wires, and lights became the style.
However, as the generators were rated for putting out a 1imited
amount of power, and as more lights were added, the dimmer all
the rest of the lights became until our electricians walked the
lines and found all the splices. Generally the CO’'s looked the
other way, and in a few days got additional generators to handle
the 1load. Some of these dugouts were large enough to sleep two
to four men. They had folding tables, wash basins, and built-in
cots, all the comforts of home except fgr the damp and cold.
Stoves were made'_from GI cans, or built~ from scrap pi}es or
sunken ships. Some burned diesel oil, and had . the habit of
blinking out and on, causing an explosion, waking upr_thg men
eve?v few hours with fear for their. lives.. . Thg_motp(ﬁpggy_ men

ouilt shacks that = slept four men. Most were, . high and dry.
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Finally, the companies built large barracks for the line troops
that were equipped with stoves, cots and lights. Mess halls were

also ' constructed. It was like ' being. home - again. - We had dry

blamkets, a place to dry out our. clothes, and a warm bed to sleep

in. FLASH!...Juét_found- out that C-Company. started: on‘this

'bu11d1ng program ‘much earlier’ than other companies, and beat the

[ ——en = ae ceeee T e o

blg rains of late summer and early fall. They had inside. infaor-

" mation from the French about what the weather gouid be-like. The
next war, I may move in with them...if they'll have me. . Found

out where all the ice cream was coming from.. C Company 1nher1ted

the Navy Sea-— Bee s ice cream maklng machlne.' They kept‘lt going

S e — . ——— e T . -

around the clock. They had to, for there were a couple guys in

-

C-Company that ate ice cream with every meal, and in between. It
appears that C-Company, along with doing their regular work, also
had an effective Recqn“and Scroungers unit that was on the go 24
hours a day. Guess I had betfer -mention here that H&S Company
went to‘tents quite early too, and beat the rains. Must have
heard C Company talking on the radio.

The main job on the beach continued umntil well into November
1984, plus maintenance of roads and whatever it took to supply
two armies. Heavy équipment operators were detached to Cherbourg
for use on dock cranmes. Things were moving slow there, as the
' Germans really destroyed the harbor before leaving. Omaha Beach
. still held all tne tqnnaée'records‘for cargo, vehicle,»and»pert{,
sonnel unloading. LSTs were now going up - the Seine riyen}disij
charéing"fnéir cargos inland. o R . };;}: ”

Sometime in late August 1944 the first Ttooa supply CunVOy to

e o mrm v e 2o en

~.
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éaris was organized to leave: the 5th ESB area. This convoyiwas
manned by French drivers carrying coffee, beans, and sugarg_fof
" the pgople‘vof Paris. - Nearly 100:French tfucks,ledgby,one us of-
ficér“éHdEa driver. . What a hell:: of a job. it was to keep them
:'togéﬁheﬁ on this one-day  trip to the capital. It must of . been

"interesting too, considering how ‘long it took to get the officer

s

7 'and driver’ back to our umitasecc . v ool R

N )
s

4 §Qﬁb}y parts for our unit——truéks, cranes,‘;aﬁd dozé}s——
*béca@é i serious ' problem too. It was reported that one. motor
-'SQE}‘ stoppéd a military train carrying a piece of heavy eqip-
mEnfi’andfwhile he ~ talked to the tfain;cre;mhis men robbed parts
for’éu?gﬁggds.“ All types of midnight-. requisitions were used to
keep pufgsfbck rolling.

. ”j$w Anofﬁéfﬁgood one happened to H&S Water. The French people
near the wafér purification units brought fresh water from their
homes forfthé goyS' to drink, as they didn’'t want them to drink
water ffom--fheLpoﬁds and streams they were using to fill the
'Pﬂrificatioﬁfténkgié After .the break—-out at St. Lo, gasoline
became é' short iéém;nn.with 3rd Army on the move, gasoline was
rationed to all . rear troops, that were héuling supplies, Tfive-
'géllohs‘ﬁef'dsy per véhicle. There were same days when we really
Héd’t&'étrétch“fdr en6Qgh gasoline to operate our motor pool.

:VO.p':"’itjiﬁ’_é-l?th'pf Ngvémpg'rj 1944, Omaha Beach was closed. . No
‘ahbféégﬁ}q?'céﬁe-in' fdf inéading of cargo, however: all thégbéach

- Nell3 as'iniénd {dumps, had: to- beaclosgd';abdga@bvéd

©7 . forward.”0ur’ cranes and heavy equipment were- used. in:support of

This movement.- The roaawork nhad to be kept up, there was ailways

-
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RUMOR DEPARTMENT....S5ome American Dentist clase to us was

having trouble "at his clinic with the local civilian peopulation

cﬁdQQingj_ﬁis da;i%. f§Fi'treatﬁéﬁth.of' {hé%tﬁuﬁégthf Aukﬁé'was
overhéard at the mess hall.saying:~“Tomorrow_i§ thevlast‘ééy,l'll
“bé‘freéﬁinéﬁithée'Eiviiiéhé, no more after - tomorrow." Two days
lgterjhewfw§§ questigped_b?i énofﬁer é;fi¢ér égi‘héw Hé made out

"7 wikth his problem. He replied: "Yep, got thém“all stopped,ﬁ none
.of thém coming in Bdfﬁerihg me anymore." How did - you do it, he

. was aéked?_.Easy he saidﬁ "When theyvlbointed.out which tooth was
aching, I pulled the tooth next to it. Didn’t take long for the
word to pégsﬁérbuhd."' Nuff said. o
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DPERATIDN‘"NEPTUNE* (Invaszon) was the largest amphlleUS .
opevatlon in mllltary hlstory. tudies have’ been made of other
mllntary operatlons in the past, NEPTUNE made them all look like
‘minor invasions. Armies of yore generally. lived off the land
they captured, while the allled troops carrled with them the1r
' own supplles and medlcal fac111f1es. Replacement of manpower
'alane would have stunned these armies. In’ fact, no’ other army in
the world had ever tried such an operation. .The allied planners
under General Eisenhower put.together D-Day, and follow—up
operatlons without reference to the past. Englneer Brlgades
helped to establlsh this plan durlng thelr maneuvers held in the
States, and the United Kingdom. "It workedquc‘the allied armies.
It worked because of the ingenuity and dedication of the.officers
and men on the beaches; and the landing crafts ano theloersonnel
operating them. Constant changes and adjustments were made to
supply our armies. Victory came not only because of the fighting
ability of our armies; but because the enemy never believed we
could supply our armies for such a fast, never stopping break-
out into France.and tnen into Germany. f
A good example of this dedication'shows'on our Sth ESB
beaches. The supplies handled across the beach were:
1. Total cargo landed..scsssecese 620,907 tons
Average per daY.sssessssensee 4,156 tons
2. Personnel landed....cccssscee 5&2,705 men
Average per daY.secascscsssass 3,369 men
3. Vehicles landed.cccsceccvosanns 75,488 men
Average per daYescssassssssas 452 men
4, No record was kept for 6 or 7 June 1944
S. This document does nmot include the 1st and é6th ESB
beaches, nor the British beaches.

As we look back on this operation, it brings to mind
the hardsths encountered getting on to this beach. The frxende
we lost, and the horrible. introduction into combat with the-
enemy. No one except the men who were there at that time,can

issmage what a massive undertaking it was. Historians haveithus
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far failed to.put. the operations together to show the whole
picture of the invasion. Photographers either faiied in their
job,. or lostfﬁhéir*equipmentfon landing.  As stated before, this
was a battle commanded on: the company and platoon level. Brigade,
d1v1510n,'corps and army commands. had to sit it out and walt for
the dust: to settle. It would take hundreds: of people. ;o;slf;ﬁ

through repcrts, all “the way down. to company levels, and then

’"»probably fed to computers to falrly develop a true picture. of.

Omaha beach. Who cares!- We all know it will never beﬁp}aceq‘lnto
fHe histoéy“books properly. - One thing, the 33éth Engineersir
Cqmba£ Battalion know. We were there, we know what we did and we
are damn proud of every minute of it.... May it never happeqt
again. - - L

Prisoners turned over to 302nd M.P.

Company for evacuation. .

13 Aug. 1944 . - - 250 PuWs
14 Aug.1944 = - 250 PWs . e
20 Aug.1944 - . 500 Pus
31 ARug.1944 <~ - . SO0 PUWs

Also 2 German Chaplaihs

Also 2 German doctors

Total PWs 1504

336 ECB Wounded and injured, killed

Wounded and evacuated......22

Not evacuated......ccaveeee 3

Injured and eyacﬁat?d...... 3

"o .0 " notlevacuatedi.. 2
‘Killed.;:;.....;...;....;., 3

Died of-wounds:iwtaianaanes.3

: Landlng schedule of 3346th. EGB:D-Day: Cig
Men Veh Tr.. 3rd-Tide _Men Veh..Tr. .

2nd- tlde
H&S,Companyi .. 33 0.--0. 57 . 3. .Ot.
- A-Company . " 124- 31 44 21, 2

“B;CbmpahV'*”-' 63 - 3 1 . 101 18 - .
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C-Company .- 1217 2 7.1, 43 20 2
‘About the 21 of December, 1944 the alert and move orders
*wefe received for the 334th: to move. from the beathnareas forward.
" We‘would join the 1st arm? again.the:fprward area.. The:S5th, ESB
Vhé& released us." Some of the men were at a movie in the old
barm, some wee in the company areas, while others were at work,
when' the move order was passed. down. Two hours to pack, and move
out. We were needed some. place else in a hurry.. Light field
packs with bare necessities; rifle, bayonet, helmets, etc. . Pack
the réSt in your duffle bag...it stays behind. Roll in two hours,
load up and pull out. No one seems to know where we are going,
and léter it proves that either we were lost, or, as usual the
brass had changed their minds, and we were thé last to find out.
The trip forward was terrible. It was snowing and-sieeting,
and tHe roads were slick. There were a number of fendef benders
en route. A-campany too%fhe point, and the 3I34&th ended up near
the Liege, Belgium area, unloaded and started walking towards a
wonded.aréa where gunfire could be heard. Snow was abave our
ankles, and the temperature neat zero. An officer caught up with
us, and after discussed we were told to get the hell out of .
there. We were in the wrong place. Orders had been changed, and
we were going back to a location near Paris. You never saw a
group get loaded and out of a place as fast as we did. As we
remember at this time in our lives, the whole battalion did not
move up to this area. .

All returned to the Paris area, some went into Paris, and
overnight shelter was found for the men.- The trucks that got
deep into Paris bhad a wonderful night on the town. The following
dag all units exited Paris and formed at or around Cabourg or
Corbell, France, jgst §buth of Paris. We did get a turkey dinnér
o at Christmas,'thoﬁéﬁ;lsﬁs'we'did‘ﬁbt have any,stoves_With%us;ftHe{;,
turkeys were*éeht"oug_to the bakeries tc be cooked. Then:thé;fgyal
were lost, no one knew which ShDD$ they had been takenatdﬁéFouﬂd
at last, thev' were promptly eaten, Some of the men manéged to

get hold of a little wine, so our Christmas looked a lot better
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as we WEnf‘thsleep.

- The new mission was to form a defensive line with other’ -
Engineer battalions,‘aroﬂndfthe eastern approach to Paris. Road
blockS?ib?idge_guards; etc. Itfwas thought by someone higher up
that German paratkoopers‘(dressed as Americans) wee: trying to get
td’the SHAEF HQ. and kill or capture our high brass.: Of course,
it was out of the’ questlon, but so was the Bulge, and a B
precautlon had to be taken. This"mission lasted=a*littleToVer a
weék and the stay was enjoyed, as most»of-thé men' lived in French
chateaus. e x ' ' |

There was some humor in- this stay. " Two well known'officé?gﬁ
slipped into Paris  for an afternoon of sipping wine and spirits.
On their return trip, while riding along the road on: the out-
skirts of Paris, they sta?téd;;é"sing German songs. A road block
‘of French halted them at gun”ﬁdint? After a lengthy explanatian
that they were American officérg“?étUFning to their units, they
were allowed to leave. It was a good thing the guards did not
ask’ for 1.D’s since one of the officers had a real German name,

The 6 Jan 1945 we received orders to move north to the 9th
army area. We moved to Heerlen, Overbrook and Spekholzerheld,
Holland. We were assigned to.work in the 9th Army’'s rear aréa.
Most of us settled in Dutch schoolhouses, out of the bad weather.
It lasted about two weeks, and then we were ordered to move ug to
the front and relieve part of the 102nd Infantry at Suggarath,
Germany. We formed a defensive line on the side of a "V", with
the * British on the other side. We were about to learn all over
abain~WHat combat and shell fire was like. This town was utterly
destroyed. Basements were used for shelter, although some of the
troops did get to stay in existing houses above ground. ~ Mess and
supplles had” to be trucked in daily, but we did receive warm
chow;” even though 1t was hard to get to once in a whlle due: to

shelllng.ﬁjThe Germans had the advantage of" be1ng able to shell

“us at w111. Scoutlng and patrolling were conducted dally but no
attack? wgs initiated by us. We were in a hclding?position. Ine
; hqutLWhéﬁ'Company'”Q“ was stationed on the front lines near

Suggarath“I was C.Q. for the night. We had the 102nd on the



~46-

right and a British outfit on the left. We had telephone
communications. all along the line. During the night our boys
~were firing-their machine guns indiscriminately; Jjust trigger.
happy. Some. time during-then night the phone rarmg and some.
~,Bri&ish,charac§er on the other.end said." I say old boy,: your.
fifty caliber.machine gun is firing over our C.P. 'It's a bit-
trifling,: you kpawa"._His-jesting“manneriof,speech;made me fall
out of the chair with laughter. I sent someone out. to gquiet the
boys down. About S5.a.m. the British opened up with their 25 .
pounders and the 102nd with 105°'s. They laid down a terrific
~barragérfor,what seemed like hours. The same character came back
on the phone and said "I say, old boy, how did you like the show?
We aré_having.a~bit of a go at it, you know." Had to be British
non—coms, their officers had no_sense of humor. '

There was a lot of snow up there. 1 shot a. rabbit one day,
and an‘old sergeant who héd-served in World War 1, in the .
cavalry, cocked it for me. ' : ‘

I remember picking up some hoes, rakes and shovels from a
store in Geilenkirchen, Germany, near Suggarath and carrying them
_back to a Dutch farmer right outside of Heerlen, HollandiFThe
f;;mer had a daughter. So? There were lots of interesting things
happening here.. We were new in combat again, and trigger happy.
One Company expended quite a bit of machine gun ammo one night
and the next day some 5000 rounds of ammo was seen going up to
that company area.

We stayed on this mission for about two weeks, and then we
were relieved by the 102nd Infantry Division. Al wee happy to
get back to Holland again. _

During, our stay in Holland, more winter clothing was issued.
Oh wves! We were issded_the new army sleeping back, known as the
"Fat Sack.". It was quite a warm sleeping bag, once you got it

tog=ther. : The squad sergeants held meetings to show everyone how

to assemble it and use it. We did not like it at first. We péyekAi7

likeq anything new. It was unsafe, you couldn’'t get out offif%fn'v
a- hurry. It made vou feel restricted inside. - Dozens Qf reason

why we should not use it. But use 1t we did. A sgquad enticed a
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sergeant to get inside and demonstrate how it worked. While he
did thisy; the men quickly tied .him up,. and hung him.-in a
cloakroom. - The chow whistle blew and off: went. the, squad to. eat.
Need 1t .be said that no one in that squad got-into his "Fart
Sack" for several weeks. And not until. they .were sure the .
sergeant;was fast asleep. Just a family squabble, no, hard
feelings::; : o e :

From Holland we moved into Germany via the Siegfried Line to
Aachen, Brand. area, where we worked on rear area projects and
maintenance. Then back to Hollend.again.; Holland became a home
-away from home for us, and we go.to know the people well. When
we stood guard at night the Dutch ladies would come out of their
houses at{allnhours to give each guard a cup of chocolate and a
oookie;..Itvwas7very cold in Holland. Some of.the men got to.
attend DutchedanceSa.The girls were very much like American
'glrls, and they spoke better English than we did. .

T The Dutch children were adopted by us at once. They weRé
very happy, smiling kids, and they liked us too... especially our
gum and candy. We seemed to always have extra sweets to give to
them. : Boy,. they were good at snowballing. Many were the snow
wars fought between us. They would never give up. American
soldiers loved children, and wherever they went (even into
Germany)  they would share everything with. the children. I
believe this went back to the thirties when we all faced hard
times. Most G.Il.'s knew what it was like to go without things
when they were young. R

h—nn¥ge Germans stripped Holland of everything. . The Dutch
people were on- a near starvation diet, and they were not_a}iowed
to- hold any gatherings while under German occupatlon. It Qes
like: belng in prison.. They were very happy that the Americans
came.f Ne soon noticed that some.Dutch women had thelr halr cut
off.3 we found that they had. been punished: by the1r nelghbors for
being- too close thh the Germans. - Saon the;movxe houses opened
and GIL’ sy flocked to them.” we had eaneighborhood church close by,
and SeerCES were held for us. - I't was like being at home. All

of these nice’ thlngs had an effect on the Gl's. It made them
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homesick. e oo ' s N

We worked on:a few maintenance and construction projects -
throughout Holland.” Some of the men went to schools for bridge
buildfhb; and various other things. - One company even built a-
prison” from a school house. Upon completion. they found out that
it was for American prisoners. It is rumored that several wire
' snipers wee left behind where they could be found. Never heard
if thekéﬂhés'én‘escape'there or not, but there was a tool
corporal left wonderiné what happened to his snipers.. It is .
'belleved that B-Company stayed in Germany during this period.

A little Dutch girl ran out from between two buildings into
one of our trucks in convaoy, and was badly injured. We thought
it was a boy, so we took the child to our army hosp1ta1 for
treatment, where it was discovered that the "he" was a she. They
guys in the ward would not let them take her away, so sheistayed
for a couple of weeks in the ward and was spoiled.. Our guys took
up a collection of candy bars, etc. and filled a basket. Boy, did
her eyes pop when she saw them. She had a lot of visitors from
our outfit during her stay in the hospital. All worked out for
her just fine, and she did not have any permanent injuries.

"When the Germans left Holland, they took nearly all E¥ the”
bicycles with them, as this was the main method of
transportation, and it hurt very much for these peaple to be
without their bikes. Later, as the 334th got into Germany, some
of the units came across enemy stores of bikes. They. loaded
trucks with all of the good ones and took them back to holland.
We called these trips, "free bikes for the Dutch”". You can’'t
imagine the reception we received from these peocople, as the bikes
were handed off the trucks. Of course, these little trips were
made on the Q.T, but. the grapevine has it that some of the
officers knew and looked the other way. How about those side
- trips to Belgium for & scoop of ice’ cream, served on a piece of
paper, for 3 francs? ' It was little things like that kept smiiéé
“on GI faces. Nor can we' forget. how these people would wash{gdff'i
clothes and press’ them just for the bar of socap so that:théfil

could wash their own clothes. ~ How does one try to make an
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American housewife understand what it was like to do wifhout
soap. Without perfumed hand soap, makeup, toothpaste, and
material for. clothing. . The Germans took everything.for, use in
theiﬁ‘own,country!;wThére was#so much suffering, it would take
pages to covéf it all. 'Let'séjust,say‘that they stood up to it,
faced it bravely.until. liberation.came to Holland.;ﬂg.wwg

- We' moved forward -again to..support the Rhine crossing near
Geldern;Wallach.area.' The battalion established a forward bridge
dump’SSQ£h of Wesel (upstream) and _helped bridge the,Rhine. Qur
heavyfeduipment helped bring forward large naval craft to carry
men and tanks across the_river,;énd our cranes unloaded the craft
and put them into the river while under fire. (LCVPs). We used
the. tank retrievers to carry the boats. Near_ here, one company,
whiIE‘dheékihg the area.for mines etc., found buried treasure.
Scotch, hand soap, wine and German naval unifaorms.  Even under
‘manure p;lesa- A visiting battalion officer,upon approaching,
though£>wE'had a town full of mines and booby traps, until he was
offered;a drink. Believe me, even the officers wee probing that
day. The Germéns:must have -left in a hurry to have left behiﬁd
such precious'items;~ In‘the,éxcitement a small German recon.
plane flew over twicé, but_eyeryone was to busy to care,'

Some of our men with boat experience were detached and sent
to group to operate assault and storm boats for the Wesel
crossing, with the 30th Ihfantry division. Motor boats were used
to take the troops across.. What an experience; they were happy
to get back home to the 336th. No wounded men, but their boat
was sunk by mortar fire after several crossings.

About April 7 1945 the 33&6th crossed the Rhine at Wesel,
Germany: and moved to thé érea of Dorsten-Lembeck, Germaﬁy.
Régulér-road maintenance and cdnstruction was done here with one
excegtidn;vA—Cqmpahy,built;a 320 ft. fixed, wooden trestle
bridqe; "Construction took six days. It even had a walkhé}‘for
peopie on one side. What was not known at the time was: there

were 32 OOO Germans just south of us; a pocket: left by advanc1ng

" troops: we never- Saw them.

We worked in the rear area of the 9th Army for some tlme.
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There 'is little rest for Engineers any place. Roads,
construction, mine removable and booby' traps had to be taken care
of. One never Knew from”dhe”Mihqte to the next when there were
orders to'go forward. We were'a@éhibious'éngineers;‘and there
was always one more river»to'bfass.' '

Our next move took us north east through Hannover to
WOlfsburg¥"Gérmany."This is where the Volkswagen cars were
manufactured before andf;ffer the war. When we arrived the.
éssembl?”line still héq*sdmé jeeps on it, partially assembled.
Well, you guessed rigﬁ£, 0ur boys had to make up a few to play
around with. It seemed that the manager of this plant had worked
for Ford in USA  diring the thirties, and upon returning to
Germany, was given this plant by Hitler in“orggr to produce
vehicles for the German army. He spoke a near. perfect English
and wanted to get along well with the Americans.

Having moved into this area after a long trip, our knowledge
of the enemy whereabouts was very limited. Unknown to us, we were
again facing a large enemy force just outside of the town._  Early
in the morning of our first night in German barracks, we were
driven out of town by‘an attacking force of infantry and tanks. A
defensive line was established jut outside of the town along a
small river or stream. - Our machine guns were set up, bazookas
deployed and patrols seht:out to make contact. Tank destroyers
were called into support QS.

The enemy tanks were knocked out by our tamk destroyers; one
I believe was taken out by a bazooka. The enemy withdrew, and we
re—entered Wolfsburg. We never saw tHe Germans again. It was a

pocket group trylng to break out along with a hlgh—ranklng

R - o —— e

offl;er in charge. About thlrty miles east of our pOSlthﬂ was
the town of Gardenlegen. The German SS Troops had driven hundred
of fokéed*labdrers4£nto a large cement, barn-like buildings; .
soaked” them with gaso}iné and set them on fire. Thesé'péqblé_had
been taken from all over Europe as prisoners and used“iﬁ;éééman
factdries and-fields as‘labor. We viewed this terrlble 51ght. It
was so horrible. Now we knew and believed the tales we hadaheard

about the brutality of the German SS units. The townspeople were
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forced to piece together the burned bodies and'give them a proper
burial'inﬁmarked graves. Guards were placed to be sure it was.
done: right.-I don‘t believe any of us w111 ever forget the sight,
Most of us’ were sick. /%% SR ‘ . :

- Another- of the’ enemy’'s bad tricks.  They strung wires across
_some small roads so that when Jeeps came down these. roads with-
their w1ndsh1e1ds down, the wires would decapitate the drivers
and the passéngers. 0Our guys’in&the motor pools built and
1nsta11ed steel grabbers on the front. bumpers of all of our Jjeeps
sO that ‘these wires could not reach the. seat area of the. jeeps.
However, none of our drivers ever reported having seen one of
these wires or cables. One of our 336th trucks did come in with
a magnétiC‘mine attached to the underside of a_ running board,
driver s side. After that, it was common practice to see .drivers
inspecting the underside: of thei? trucks:- and jeeps.

The battalion moved north thkough Uelsen, Germany to the
area. of. Luneberg-Bleckede, near the Elbe river. This would be
our last coMBét of the war. C-Company was assigned to the job of
bridging the Elbe river, with one platoon from A-Company. The
1000th Treadway Bridge Company would help also. The Battalion
acted in support. A-Company’'s motor section with supporting
equipment loaded was shelled a short distance from the bridge
site. One man was mortally wounded, and anofher was wounded in
the hand. This was heartbreaking to all of us. The last shelling
of the war for us, our last battle and.we had lost a dear friend
that was with the battalion from the beginning. The wounded man
recovered and is still actively with or association.

We crossed the Elbe on this bridge and moved towards
Bo&zenburg, Germany less: than 200 miles from Berlin. We had,
however; been closer to the German capital when we were at:. -~
Gardéﬁlegen, Germany (130 miles). We were told to. be on the ..
lodkbdtffbf“groups of eﬁémy'soldiers wanting to surrender. i
Cautlon was to be used in- “our forward movement to. handle whatever
happeneq en route. Well now, around the next curve was a German
convdy wifh tanks. We stopped, a jeep went forward to investigate

andifdund that they needed gas to continue to our réar...They had



quit fighting. IT:  WAS OVER. We gave them fuel and directions and
continued;on our way. I don’'t have to tell you, it was might
eery passing the enemy convoy on.that road. (They were still
armed.) The farther we'went, the more of the enemy we sighted,
all comihg in to surrender.: We could hardly.move on-the road,
there wee. so many Germans. mov1ng by us.. After éome hours, we:- -
. arrlved at- Bo;zenburg, Germany.: We were‘not,prepared.for our.
next meeting. (we. thought- we had;éeen.everythingLin this war).

" Around the next little cuEQe“on the main street in
Bo;zenburg we wee met. by a group of American-British-~French
prisoners. - I don’'t remember how many, but there were hundreds of
them,‘half starved, some. in rags, and mighty bhappy to see us. One
of them yelled "Where the hell have you guys been? What took you
SO lohg to ggt here?” .What a joyous meetiﬁg ii-was. We were
warned . by them not to get too close, as they still Qﬁdnliée.

They were hungry, starvéd, wanted food. .We had to be careful
what we gave them to eat, as some of them were in bad shape. We
pulled off and made camp in nearby buildings, and began the job
of taking care of them. .

The Battalion went on short rations so that we could feed
them. We dug out our duffle bags and got them dressed up, after
showers and de-lousing.  Our medical staff gave instructions on
what we could feed them, and every one pitched in to help. We
had a helluva time keep;ng them from booze or food that could
kill them. I don't rémémber where we took them or much else,
except that we were happy: for them and made them feel at home.

We also discovered a forced labor camp in this city of
Schwerin. Men and woﬁen from all over Europe taken from their
homes and interned to work for the Germans. They were in a large
fenced. in wire camp. They lived in unbelievably crowded
buildings. Bunk beds were four. and five high. However, this
group. was in. better health than most we had seen before. Nexff
-couldn’t do much to help these people, except notify the prqpéf
- people at; HQ@. | f : N . N

:-Day éfter day the enemy marched past our buildingsi

-Thousands of- them. They did not want to be captured by the
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Russians.. It was an eery feeling watchihg this. We numbered about
600 to 700 men,: while .they numbered abput4118,000, plus. the enemy
that was facing on the Elbe crossing. (All were armed, too.) .
What to do, how to handle such: a vastfnumbén, Just hold your
breath and pray they don’'t turn on you.-- - L.

One. of our boys found. that. the forced labor camp across the
street from our building had a shower with hot water. Saying
notﬁing to the others_he,tiptoéd;over and partook of this

- heavenly gift, singing and lathering. What a day!: Upon rinsing
the soap from his eyes he found he was surrounded by five or six
young ladies also taking showers.- A

While watching these Germans marching by, some of the men
spottéd what looked like a large formation_of officers i
apprdaching; Upon stopping the group, one of the German Captains
came forward speaking good English. He informed our men that
Lt.General von Tuttlesprech, commanding officer of the German
13th Army Corp. wa standing next to them, and wanted to surrender
to an American officer. The aide and the General were taken to A-
Company’'s command post, where Lt.FRed Welch met them and informed
the company commander that we had an Army Corp. surrendering to
us. Captain Lothspeich met the General and agreed to take him to
General Montgomery’'s HG ét Luneberg, Germany. Lt.Welch was to
search them and remove items of value to us, but in the
excitement forgot to do so, and the British got the pistols etc.
from the General and aide. Once again the reporters and
historians missed the 33&th in their hour of glory. (Lothspeich
got the General’'s hat). _ A ,

We were attached to the XV111 Airborne Corps. of the Ninth
Army here. We were working with the. 7th Armored Division and the
8th Infantry Division. Don’t know where the hell they were.

- during all this enemy movement, for we wee all alone in thebmidst
of the enemy. - - ' |
- The:336th was in the Russian zone of occupation, across the
Elbe River. .They (the Russians) soon let us know. that, they
wanted us:ocut of there, and soon.. Neistaygd.t.fﬁéy,did ﬁot iike
us, and we didn’'t like them. It was like that,ffom the start.

-—
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There were a few incidents with Russian soldiers too. They
thought: they could bully us, but.after a few scraps we had no
more- trouble' with them. Our honor was upheld, it was our town.

‘While at Boizenburg,® surveys of the entire area were made
and maps produced. Also, our trucks were used to transport.
‘civilians, as well as office equipment and documents of every
Kind to Bonn, Germany. Don’t know to this day what the deal was,
but they must have been important people.

The feeling of the 33&th wefe very mixed at this time. The
fighting was over in Europe, bdtlwe were deep in Germany
surrounded by hundreds of thousands of enemy troops. Could this
be a trap? Would we be attacked from the rear? Rumors flew
around like wildfire. Would we: be sent towthg_Pacific to fight
Japs? The uncertainty of our future was on the minds ofﬁ
everyone. Rumors indicated that old timers might leave the
outfit, and the younger man (replacements) would go to the
Pacific. We wee also facing a very hostile Russian force. They
were ragged looking, but a battle proven force. We knew right
then, the truth about the Russians. They raped the women, and
. looted everything of Qalue, and removed all type to machinery to
ship back to Russia.

' We were not entirely innocent of looting, but limited it
mostly to booze, automobiles, fresh eggs aﬁd small souvenirs to
take home. I believe that when we left Boizenburg, it was a
nearly dry town. You could see fear in the eyes of the
townspeople at the knowledge that soon the Russians would occupy
the entire town. Many civilians left to head west into other
occupation area, in order to escape the Russians. .

Now I must comment on the conditions regarding food supplies
for civilians. They didn’t bhave much of anything. It was a
common‘sight to seé‘the'women and children stand in line by our
garbage cans when we were through dumping scraps from our mess
kits. They would clean out the garbage cans and leave. them as
clean as a whistle. It was difficult for our boys to eat and‘
watch this. I believe” a’ lot of the men actually dumped extra

garbage, so these’ c1v111ans could have it.



~55-

. The children would stand near us while we were eating,
watch;ngieyery spoonful of food going into our mouths. Each
carrieq}eieme}lpcan_oﬁ.some type in hopes of. getting something to
eat. Our hearts went out to them. Many of our boys could not.
standatejsee this.. They. would eat’a'little.and giye.the\children
the rest._ I had observed on several occasions men just handing
out their- complete mess kits. f111ed with food to a. Chlld . There
was No way we could feed all of these children as 0ur~supp1y_11ne
. was long, and we did not have enough food to do this. Weedid the
best we could to share with the young ones. Don’'t believe we had
_any of our emergency rations left when we left the town. It .
really bothered American soldiers to see children suffer so.

.- When war ended in Germeny_we'stopped taking things from
peop{e unless we paid for them. Soap, feod:heweets, all made
good. trade items.“ How our supply section ever kept up wlth our
trading,. I will never know. o - ‘ A

gfthe;nonufraternlzatlon rule was still in effect, but I don't

really,think‘many“of,us paid much attention to it, unless the.MPs
were around. - The German people treated us kindly and with
friendship. Most American returned this gesture.

An incideht happened while at Boizenburg. The first day,
while searching a rather wealthy home, the man of the house
appeared to meet our boys. He was partly shaved. After the
search, and all dangerous alcoholic beverages were removed from
the house, it was discovered that somehow the German’'s razor, a
strop and brush had been taken by mistake. Nuf said.  Another
quite amusing one wasi A couple of the boys got a little full of
local wine, stoppee in a local barn to sleep it off. In the
morning when they awoke, there they were lying among twenty or
thirty armed German soldiers, also asleep.

_ we left Boizenburg on the Elbe and the Russian Zone_the last
;of May 1945. We proceed to Elze, Germany and eventﬂéfly to the
"French ione.:The companies were again separated pursu1ng '

dlfferent proJects. . Battalion Headquarters was locatedlln

Bltburg and the Companles were spread between there anduTrler.

“We were cleanlng up_the aree, dlsmantllng Balley,br;dges and all
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sorts of engineering jaobs. One job not éxactly”welcomed was
providing a grave registration unit with a mine removal detail to
search along the Saar river basin for bodies left behind by
Patton’'s Army during the fighting. - ' ' e :

' "In late June the entre outfit was transferred from French
" zone to American zone. Scattered from Wurzburg®to Nuremberg. -
" Before we left the Ffehch,zone the point system for eligibility

‘“ to be shipped home to the States had been put into operation.

The Battalion was beginhiné to lose officers and enlisted men who
became .eligible. By the time we reached the American zone, men
were béing shipped out rapidly and replaced by: men from another
outfit. We continued doing engineering jobs in the area We were
oVéféeeing German works such as sawmills, CO® Gas plant and other
operations.  The middle of August we moved into Nuremberg. The
fUture}home of the war crime trials. We proceeded to supervise
the work of cleaning up the city. We had a quartermaster truck
outfit attached to us to haul away the rubble. We had over one
thousand German POWs in a stockade to draw any skill, from
carpenter to plumber. We worked on the roof of the hospital and
the war crime trial buildihg; We concentrated on a residential
area to house the dignitaries who would later conduct the trial.
By the end of September there were three officers and only a
few enlisted men left in the battalion. ' All had been shipped
out, home to the States on their way. The 33&6th Engineer Combat
Batfalion had accomplished its mission. The men of the 336th
could be proud that they had accomplished every mission they had
been assigned from Omaha Beach to Nuremberg, Germany where it all

ended.
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Miscellaneous Crafi

1 AGC (Flagship)

1 DD (Relief Fla.gship)
11D

15 USCG Rescue Craft

9 Dispatch Boats

1 PT (Dispatch Boat = Flag)

5e The ships and craf* together with the Army forces assigned
to Assault Force "0ir were organlzed into the following Task Groupsi-
(a) Landing Force,.i. O -7 )
(B) Shore Party o« « v v o o o o o o o o o o » (12442)
(C) Assault Group 0"1 e 5 o 9 ® 8 5 8 @ ® e @ (121&03)
(d) Assault Group 0=2 & v « o o « o o o o o o (124.4)
(e) Assault Group 0=3". . « « &« s o o o « o o (124.5)
. (£) Assault Group 0=4 « v o o v o 0 v o o o & (124.6)
(5) ESCOrtS o v"e o tie v o o0 o o o s o o o (124.7)
(h) Gu.nflre Su*\port Craft e e 8 8 © & 8 o ® @ (12/&-8)
(1) Bombardment Group c o s o o o s s e s e (124.9)
(j) Sweeper Group'a s o o o o + o o' « o » o (124.10)
(k) Far SHore Service Group QMAIA . . . . . . (124.11)
(1) Disputch BoatSe & « o o o s o o o o o o o (12412)
(m) Rescue Véssels. O ¢ 2Tk}
6. The landing Force was composed of elements of the V Corps,

.5, Army and included the First U.S. Infantry Division, Reinforced,

less the 26th Regimental Combat Team, plus the 116th Regimental Cowbat

Team, the 115th Reginental Conbat Team, and the 2d and 5th Ranger Zat-
talions. 'This Force was sunnorted by a Shore Party consisting of 2/3ds

of . the 5th Engineer Special Brlr'ade, 1/3d of the 6th Engineer Special

Brigade, and the Provm:x.onal Engineer Special Brigade Group Comnander —_
and Staff., Also included in the Shore Party were 2/3ds of the 6th ilaval -
Beach Battalion and 1/34 of the 7th Naval Beach Battalion, . The remainder

of the V Corps, and the remainder of the Engineer Special Brigade Groun,

and of the éth and 7th Waval Beach Battalions comprised the Landing Force

and Shore Pa.rtv of Force "B" which landed on the same beach as Force "u"

7. The Ianding Attack Plan was as follows: The 16th RCT attacked
on the left on Beaches FUX GRciH and FASY RID with two battalions in
assault and one following.. The 116th RCT attacked on the right with two
battalinns in assault and one following, on Beaches EASY GuFN, DO kD,
DOG VHITE; and DOG GiFLN., Oné assault battalion of the 116th RC'[' lanuod
three co,manies abreast on Beaches EASY GRrFN, DOG RED and DOG wHITE; the
other lended three’ compenies in column on Beach DOG GREEN. HNine of thc- ’

twelve companies of the 24 and’ 5th Ranger Battalions landed on Beach DiX; -
'GREMN while the remaining three Rrnger compenies landed on the POT. DU

HG@ in Sector CHARLIE to captv‘e an eneny battery located there which

threat.r-ned fhe Transport Area. " The 1&th RCT landed ixr:medlately after the
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the same time, Due to the state of the sem, ths loss of the DD tanks, .
the absence of five ICT(A)s and damage to others by enemy gunfirs, the |
order of landing was somewhat mixed. Sirmultaneously with the: landing
and ‘the cesuation of the navel gunfire bombardmant, the enemy commenced i
firing.” This fire from artillery, mortars, machine guns, end small
arms was heavy and accurate, and casualties were mumerous. Many of the
tanks which had reached the shore line were inocked out, and losses to
the ' in.fu.ntry advancing shoreward through the obstaclss, and to the demo-
©. litiom perties trying to clear lanes through them, were severe. A -
considerabls portion of the equipment of the demolition parties was lost .
in the landing due to the surf. The limited time for working on the

obstacles befors they were covered by the rapidly rising tide and the

devastating effect of the defensive fire further reduced the effective- :
ness of the de lition parties. Only five gaps were cleared all the way !
into the beach, and three part way in, instead of the sixteen planned, ;
Most of these were inadequately ma.rked. .- The result was that during the °
high tide immediately following the assault the only opening through the
obstacles that was in use for a conslderable period was one Ia.ne on EASI

. KED Beach. y !

: 14. At the requeat ‘of the Comanding General, V Corps, t.he
Gomnander Assault Group 0-2 wes directed at H hour to land troops of

the 115th RCT at H # 4 hours, Thus, all the landing Force embarked in
Force "0" were committed from the beginning of the assault, After the
initial waves, landing contimued throughout the forenoon and afterncon

of D day. Due to the fallure of the demolition perties to clear and

mark gaps through the underwater obstacles, and to the heavy enemy fire,
great difficulty was experienced in getting anyone or anything ashore.
Scme craft carrying infantry and elements of the Shore Party managed to
land their persomnel, but the bulk of the craft proceeding shoreward

were stopped between the seaward row of obstacles and ths line of depar-
ture. With the strong tide, fresh wind, and choppy sea, this soon
resulted in a mass of craft in which all semblance of wave organization
was lost until the Deputy Assault Group Commanders arrived on the scene,
took charge of the situation, moved the craft to seaward to give them
more room and reformed the waves as best they could. In the mearwhile,
moet of the tanks which had reached the shore had been knocked out by
enemy artillery fire or by mines, ar were caught in the ocbstacles and
flooded by the rising tide, and the personmnel, both the assault troops
and the Shore Party, were pinned down on the beaches just above high
water by enemy fire; few, if any, troops actually crossed the beach
during the early hours of the forenoon. The supporting destroyers and
gunfire support craft stood in as close to the beach as the depth of the
water would a.llcw and engaged all the defensive installations which they
could’ locate. Despite this, hcmever, little progress had been made prior
to 1100 when there was still considerable machine gun fire, sniping, .
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"Tnenty-ninth Division Staffs were setting up command posts a.shore near
" the beach exits from Sectors EASY and DOG respectively, and ST. IAUZZR
was partially. occupied in addition to the capture of COLIEVILIE, A
1540, the CCEANIAY wes Sirected to close FQX GREEN Beach and dischergs
her twenty (?0) ICUs carrying M-/ tanks, ,. these tanks. to be attached o
the 16th RCT, This was completad by 1715. . Convoy, Group O-3 and B-1
arrived together about- 1600 Although information as to. the actual lms
of landing craft was meager at this time, indications were that a censider-
able number were sunk or badly damaged, end at 1700, the Force Commanier-
requested the Commander Service Force to sall ARL-4 to the CWAHA Assauif
Area as soon as’ practicable. At 1715, the Co:manding General, First
Division and his Staff left the ANCON to esteblish their headmmr‘bersan
the béech. By 1730, except for sniping and the recurring a.r-tillerym
mortar firs, hostile ‘action against the beach area had ceased and the
work of orgamzmg the beaches for further unloading was progressing In
orderly. fa.shion.

16. In accordance with the request of the Cormanding General,
First Division, the 26th RCT was landed in the early evening., All Rifs
Compenies of the reginent were ashore by 2100.  Between 2320 and 23/ &e
air attack which had been a.nticipe.ted all day was finally delivered.
There were no radar warnings of the approach of the hostile planes a=f
the first information of the impending attack was the sight and sowmdd
an enemy plane which passed over the flagship at low altitude. Onlys
. few more planes came over, however, of which three were shot down,
Several bombs were dropped in the Transport Area buti caused no damage.
This ‘ended D day.

17. At 0045 D # 1, the Commanding General, V Corps, informed f .
Force Commander that his line was generally along the rcad from VIEEES
through ST. IAURENT to about one mile south of COLIEVILIE, and that be
intended to attack. ‘with the beachhead line as his obJectivc. About &,
in dccordance with a request from the Officer in Command of the Comdst
Demohtion Units, Comander Service ,Force was requested by dispetch fa
send additional explos:wes and demolition equipment for the NCDUs frm
the United Kingdom by the quickest available means. The response to %
request was prompt and efficient. The materisl was assembled and losis
on a PT which arrived in the Assault Area about 0900 the following dswm
At 0550, in accordance with the request of the Commanding General, T lms,
. Commander Force "BM was directed to.land the 175th Infantry on Beach E:
GREEN. This was the last infantry regiment of the First and Twenty-nik
Divisions to be landed, and constituted the Corps Reserve. There was
. some delay in the execution of this order and the troops did not actusffy
commence to land until between 1000 and 1100. Convoy Group O=4 stood &
on the morning watch about twelve hours late. Convoy B-3 and the firs
of tha build-up personnel convoys consisting of the transports SME

ANTHONY, GGETHALS, BCRINQUEN, and SIMQDS, likewise arrived, J'ust to
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seawa.rd of the Assault Area the SUSAN B AN'I‘HQTY struck a mine and
eventually sank about 0950.- All of the personnel aboard were taken off
before she went down. During the forenoon, surveys for. the establishment
. of GOCSEBERRY. 2 and MULBERRY "AY were commenced. A report from the Com- -
panding General First Army as of 1000 ‘this date stated that the landing -
Force was moving forward and now held a line through ST. HONORINE DES
PERTES, GOGS IE HAMEL, LOUVIERES end GRUCHY, Unloading of the remaining
1STs and ICT(4)s of Force "O" gnd Force "B" and of the transports of the
build-up convoy continued through the afternoon and evening of D £ 1,

By 2200, all personnel from the GCETHALS, BORINQUEN and SIMONDS had been
'landed. Except for the transports this unloading was done by ICT(5) and
(6)s and Rhino Ferries. In the early evening Convoy Group 0-5, the last
of. Force "O®, arrived, It also was some twelve hours late, Work pro-
gressed slowly because of the obstacles which still impeded access to the
beach despite the efforts of the demolition perties who were worldng on
them whenever tidal conditions permitted. In the light of later experi-
ence it is regretted that a practice of drying out the ISTs and larger
LCTs. was not comnenced immediately., This would have materially speeded
up the unloading and would have freed the ICT(5)s and (6)s and Rhino
Ferries for unloading MT ships which were beginning to arrive. A.N.C.X.F's
directive stated specifically, however, that ISTs were not to be dried
out except in an emergency, and at this stage of the operation it did
not appear to the Force Commander that the situation could be so construed.

- 18,  Between midnight and morning of D f 2 day, there were two .
 air raid alarms; the first about 0105, and the other c¢bout 0610, Neither
developed into a serlous attack although it was belleved at the time
 that some mines had been dropped in the Assault Area., Repeated sweeps,
however, failed to detect them, Clearing of obstacles and unloading had
‘continued during the night of D £ 1, and by 1000 D ¢ 2, all LSTs of
Force "Om" had finished discharging. About 1100 the 5th Ranger Battalion
which had landed on DOG GRFEN Beach with the 116th Infantry and had been
. fighting its way steadily westward along the shore line established con-
‘tact with the survivors of the three Ranger companies which had landed
‘on the POINTE DU H(E to knock out the epemy batteries there., The latter
had accomolished their mission, but had been hemmed in within a small
area near the tip of the point where they had been under constant enemy
attack for more than forty-eight hours. Repeated requests hed been
recelved fron them for boats to evacuate wounded, additional ammunition,
and reinforcements. These requests hed been passed to the Commanding
General, V Corps, and boats to carry the reinforcements were offered. Gun-
fire surport ships were doing their best to help by delivering supporting
fires as requested by the Liaison Officer with the Rangers, but their
situation was desperate. Finally, on the afternoon o D £ 1, two boats
fron the Flagship with. twenty-five additional Rangers, plus’ small arms
~ ammunition, food and medical supplies landed on the POINTE DU HGE amd
delivered them to the group beseiged t.‘*ere On their way out the boqts



evacuated the wounded. ‘Despite the fact that the beaches had been clexsd
of orga.nized enemy resistance for more than thirty-six hours ) on the
morning’ oi‘ D #'2, there was still occasional sniping from men hidden 1z
caves and tumxels in the face of:the slopes overlooking tha beaches, ezt
pporadic artillery fire on the beaches likewise continued. Unloeding « .
the. rernaining ships of Force "B"™ and of the MT ships and coasters whid
were arriving in a steady stream continued throughout D # 2 Day, but it
was very slow, The reason for this will be discussed later, By the mm-

ing of D # 2 Day, it had become evident that additional ferry craft wodd
be required if the planned rate of unloading was to be reached; and sims
Rhino Ferries were proving the most useful craft in the Ferry Service,a
'request was gent to Commander Service Force to forward immediately fiwe

spare Rhinos complete with bulldozers, tugs, and other equipnent. Late .
the same day in order to coordinate minesweeping activities in the Vestra
Task Force Area, the’ 31st Minesweeping Flotilla; the' 104th Liotor Wine=
sweeping Flotilla, and the 167th BTMS: Flotilla were directed to report
for duty to Commander ¥S West in CHIMO, ~Commander MS West then assumed
responsibility for’ sweeping operations: in both Force "U" and Force "C®
Asseult Areas. At 1100 D / 2, Shuttle Control was activated and assumé
responsibility for receiving and sailing convoys. In response to the
Force Comnander's message of two days previous, ARL-4 arrived in the
Assault Area and reported for duty about noon the same day, Repeirs %
damaged ICTs comnenced immedia?ely . Ships of the GOGSEBERRY Project wee
being placed in position and sunk, and the first VULBERKY tows arrived.
About 2100, reports were received that vessels near the beach were unde
fire from heavy guns and the Force Commander was order»d to move all
ships about two miles to seaward. Subsequent investigation of the repes
- indicated that probably the explosion of the blasting charges used to
sink the ships of the GOOSEBERRY had been mistaken fa enemy gunfire =
the landing craft and ships unloading were moved in again the followinpe
" morning., Considerable confusion had resulted, however, in the Spott..’uz
of the coasters and MT vessels to meet Army demands for selective un-
'loading and this caused further delay. " Up until the afternoon of D /%
Day, the ICTs, ICI(L)s, ICMs and Rhino Ferries ferrying personnel and
equimment from ship to shore had been operating under the direct contrf
of the Deputy Assault Group Commanders, and the prospective NOIC, Cartiz
CAMP, who had been embarked with the Deputy Commander 0-3 throughout &=
assault, had .not comnenced. to function. On D f§ 2, the Force Commendes,
after a conference with Captain CAMP and the Deputy Group Commancer,
directed the former to assume command of all ferry craft and to pesrfoiz
the functions of NOIC with. the Deputy Assault Group Comma.nders temporefr
assisting him, At this time, Captain CAMP with part of his organizatig

~ was still emberked in ICI(L) 492 in compeny with the Deputy Commandier
Assault Group 0-3, ard the remainder of his organization and equipmen‘b

" was on board the Accommodation Ship, EIEAZAR WHEELOCK, which hed arriwi
* in the Assault Area the' prev:.ous day.
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0635 ~ First wave landed on DOG GREEN; first wave landed on EASY RED,
0636. - Second wave landed on DOG GREEN.
"~ 0638° = Second wave landed EASY GREEN,
0641 PC 552 reported that DD tanks for EASY GREEN foundered, -~
0644 Com ICT Flot 19 reportsd ICT 2041 about to be abandoned at ses.
0645 Ordered Control Vesssls to report time of landings om all beaches,
0647  1CC 50 reported one LCA with troops capaized on the right flank of
DOG GREEN,
o705 HMS TALYBONT reported targets 82 and 83 atill 50% ac‘bive.
0729 USS SATTERLEE reported she had established comnunicationa with
- Rangers ashore at Pointe du Hoe,
o745 Granted permission.to CTG 124.6 to close beach 'by swept channel
to assist damaged LCAs,
0805 - HMS TANATSIDE reported completion of all bombardnent nissiona
“7:+. - (1008 of her bombardment ammunition expended). °
0807 : 8th wave landed on EASY RED, Control vessel EASY RED unable to
“+ - distinguish all waves between first at 0635 and eighth but
believes they are evenly spaced and on time,
Boats returning to USS THOMAS JEFFERSON report nines near beach
endangering landings and many boats swamped as a result of ob=
stacles and seas.,
0817 .-  CTG 124,13 ordered to send 5 rescue boats to the vicinity of
7. beach for rescue work,
0824, . ‘cm 124.9 reported that enew batteries at MAISY appa:ently atill
P 777 in commission and that he was keeping them under fire. o
{ . 0840 "15th wave landed on EASY RED, :
0843 - Senior Officer 167th Minesweeping Flotilla reported no mines
' SR found in sweeps completed so far,
! 0845 -  HMS TANATSIDE reported to CTF 124 that all ta.rveta were successfully
' © bombarded.
C 0849 Report received that First Battalion of 116th Infantry had landed
. < but were being retarded by machine gun fire,
- 0859 CTG 124.4 reported that obstacles not cleared and heavy machine
gun fire on beach DOG GREEN, .
0900- irmy observer in boat 100 yards off DOG RED 'beach reported several @
swi L companies of 16th Infantry were on EASY RED and FOX RED beaches, ‘
- . enemy artillery and machine gun fire still effective, about 30 LCTs
- standing by to land, obstacles appeared thicker than in photographs,
- Lol 85 hit and burning after unloading, 2 ICTs burning and landing
- .- resuming on DOG beaches, '
0909 . Ordered CTG 12,9 to locate and silence an enemy battery back of
. - DOG GREEN which was firing on beach,
0915'- C'IG 124.8 reported that he could find no targets of opportunity
-+ without endangering own troops and requested informtion on likely
ta.rgeta for 1CGs,
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094
0928
0930

0930

o911
o9LS

0951
0955

1001

1002
1006

1016

1020

1026

1030

1032

1040
1100

1100
1100

é Jupe (B-day)

CTF 124 ordered MS Il to sweep CHIO, REGON, anl:l Kﬂ&sunl ‘
oatside of boat lanes and IOAth WIS to make ngnotie swesp in
same areas,

' CTG 12heh reported that enexy gunfiri on axit at DOG GREEM emd

battery behind DOG GREEN were hindering landing. -

AMS PRINCE LEOPOLD reported that Rangers had landed safely but
against heavy opposition, Beach obstructions not cleared,

CTF 124 informed CIG 124.4 that there were DUD’- in distress.
between his position and the beach, :

CTF 124 informed 124,9 of a target near e:d.t ot DOG GRBE which
was believed to be causing troudble, ;

CanBatDiv 5 relayed a report from plane that batteries at HAISI
were canpletely destroyed but that he was unable to have report
verified by Shore Fire Control Party,

LCC. 4D reported very few LCTs landing cn DO.'} GREEN, axd no aign

f DUKNs, V

C1G 124e3 reported mny wounded at DOG RED needing evacuation,

CTG 124k reported that tanks at exdt DOG ONE were held up by
cross fire by machine guns. : :

USS TEXAS reported enemy battery at MAISY knocked out, :

Informed ComBatDiv 5 that fighter bambers had roported MAISY
batteries destroyed.

Informed CTG 124,9 of many reports of mchine gun and mortar fire

on DOG GREEN, and ordered him to render all assistance possible,

" Can LCT(A) Flot reported for ferry service, Instructed to

report to Assanlt Group Commanders,

Informed USS ARKANSAS and CTG 124,9 of heavy shell fire on DOG
RED ard ordered them to endeavor to locate and destroy eneny
batteries, »

CTG 124.4 Teported that underwater cbstacles no longer visible
due to rising tide and gaps on DOG GREEN and CHARLIE not mrked.
Beachmaster EASY RED reported little progress made by ICTs

~ landing on FOX and EASY RED beaches,

CIG 12444 reported machine g gun fire on right flank of DOG GRERN,

CTG 12444 reported DOG GREEN beach not favorable for landing due
to mines,

Headquarters V Corps reported to headquarters First Army aboard
USS ACHERNAR that ‘DOG WHITE and DOG GREEN beach obstacles not
breached by 060910; FOX GREEN and EASY RED beaches not clear of
enemy fire by 1010; LCT and LCI(L) unable to unload on these
beaches; 116th Infantry Division moving along slowly; General
Wyman instructed to reinforce with the 18th Infantry where neededs

ICIs 408, 409, 111, 412, 554 reported landing on EASY RED; met by .
some artillery fire,

Control Vessel EASY RED reported "Conditions of beaches opposite
exits still critical., Beaches between exits drawing occasional
,artillery amd mortar fire,
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.1239‘

1240

1246

1255

1256

1300

'1333 !

1381

" Rangers. Reply that Rangers were at position 586934, :

CTP-124 ordersd P0-552 to give priority in landing to craft carrying

6 June (D

Comsander LCT Flot 19 relayed report that Beach EASY RXD vas
- elosed By eneny fire and inquired if he should contimue to

" peach LCTs or if C27-124 intended to shell the deach.
Requested information from USS SATTEELEX on vhersabouts of : ]

Control Tessel DOG GREEN informed CTF-124 that he had no Rhino i
ferries on hand ..t 1ine of departure and that buch nn :
temporarily closed dus to congestion. , ;

CTP-124 advised CTP-122 that he expected tranlport unloading to
be nearly complete by 061600; that they vould sall as soon as.
possible and that he: considered it inadvisabdle to shift thoir

- positions at this time.
. (TG-124.3 forwarded to CTP-124 a combined mmary of Boat Officers

N rgportu as follows: Situation at JOX GHEEX and EASY RXD Beaches .

 extremely critical heavy machine gun fire; unloading of LCI and
LCT delayed dy lack of channels through dsach obstacles; only one
DD tank reported landing on ZASY RED; first wave of EMPIRE ANVIL
ICA reported foundered; strong currantl cmung landing craft to
land on wrong beaches.

COrpl observer informed CG V Corps that oneuy o.rtillory ﬁring

~ on craft on beach EASY RED. Observer bolievod craft eould de

' geen froam VIERVILLE Church Spire. :
ConTranaDiv 3 reported following information vith referance to
-DOG GEEEN waves! five boats of second vave bdeached 3 minutes late,
one doat sinking dus to underwater obstacles; § boats of Uth wave
‘bsached 8§ minutes late and one 20 minutes late; craft in great .
difficulty in passing through obstacles; 5 boats of 5th wave bmhod
15 minutes late; bYeach appeared hesavily mined; 6 craft lost.

‘infantry.
Assistant Div. Comdr. 1st Div. informed CG 1st Div. that 16th

Infantry had taken COLLEVILLE at 061233.

Ordered CTG-124.8 to direct LCG to fire on church steeple in .
VIERVILLE. _ o

7 Corps obssrver informed CG ¥ Corps of a general advance up slops

" EASY HED and contimued advance up FOX RED with some men moving on
ridge towards PCRT EN BESSIY at 1

CT3-124.9 informed CTP-124 that DOG Beachel vwere clear of opposit*on
and ready for landing troops; no opposition on EASY Beaches and
troops ashore apparently awaliting infantry reinforcements; and
that all fire support ships were awalting target assignments from
Army.
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1 June (0 41)

;jAgain diroctod LCH-86 snd Lca.uge that 175th ncr nhonld be landed

at once according to. plnn.

Ordered LCI-86, LCI-492 and Transports BO.RIRUE’ ___M 8IMONDS

to land Socond Divioion at earliest possible time. L
Informed CG V Corps that: CTI-—].Z'-& would transport troops to
vieinity FOINTE DU HOR 1n LCTs and land them in LCTPs to assist
Rangers.-if. delirod.
LCl-.86 1nforned CT?-IZR tbat 175th ECT had begun to land.
Ordered USS ANCON to send tvo boats to POIETI DU HOZ to renovo
wounded men. .

- CTP-122 directed OTT-lau to use svery offort to ovscnatt voundod

from beaches.
Ordered Task Group 124.9 not to engage targbtl ineide Britilh area,

. EMS ENTERFRISE informed CTF-124 that she had ‘been attachod to CTY

124 by C16-125.8.

 C?G-124.8 informed CTP-124 that he had observed British Fire Suppor t

Ships fire on PORT XN BESSIN; that he had 9 fully loaded rocket
. ships and 5 gun ships availabdle for close neutralising fire and

' requested instructions...

Boatl left ARCON for USS TEXAS on nisoion to carry roinforcenentl
to Rangers at FOINTE DU BOX and evacuate casualties.

" Ordered ENS ENTERFRISE to report to. CTG-1214.9.

Informed Commander Force "G" that CTP-124 had 9 rocket .hipl

aveilable for fire on FORT EN ERSSIN 1f desired,

CG Mrst Army i1smued situation report on OMAHA Beach as of 0710003--

1st Div. and 2 regiments of 29th Div. extend fiom 3T. BONORINE IES
PYATES, GOOS LE EANEL, LOUVIERS, GRUCHY. Landings opposed by U

German regiments who vere alert and vaiting. Estimated casualties

116th Inf. 308, 16th Inf. LOS, 26th Inf. 10%; snipers and machine

gun fire still being placed on beach directly north of SAN LAURENT

and sporadic fire still landing on beach. Attack will continue
. according to plan; Obstacles on bdeach continue to delay craft. G e
Rhino ferries vworking well. B
Requested CTF-122 to assign six PCs 1mmedistoly for duty as

Control Vessels.
Red Alert; General Quarters.

Secured from General Quarters. No attack developed.

CTG-124.9 informed CTr-lzu that British were firing into

PORT EN BESSIE.

CTr-127 informed CTP-124 that special demolition oqnip-ent for

-~ underwater obstacles is being shipped via PT-521.
- CTP-122 informed WERSTERR HAVAL TASK JFORCE that Shuttle Control

would become effective at 081100 and that prior to that time °
labett 1nformation could be obtained from CTP-124 &nd CTI-IZS
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level on board the flagship vas high because of the large numbder
of froqnonciol in use, but only one case of serious interference
" was noted.’ The V Corps cormand net on 35.5 mes. and' the Tactical
Recornaissance frequency of 141,84 mcs. both used a crystal om
7880 kes. Comu.nication uu possible on only one of thau notl
a time,

Ixtensive Jamming vas expected, as the enemy had the
ulva.ntaga of a long uhblilhed. and complete vire network vhereas
Ye vere forcod to use ra,dio. Surprillngly. rnmer. no jamming
vas ox'porhncod on any of the frequencies used by this force. It
may be possidle that the enemy endeavored to gain useful’ infor-
mation by listening to our tr-nlniuionl ra.thor than canse us the

‘ 1nconvonienco of Jamming. -

The folloving circuits were -.nnod on ‘board. the rorco
flagship:-

Frequency : " !a.no" " Remarks .. .
- 92.5 ke Senior Ofﬂcor. Brosdcalt' ' Ree. only
100" ke Area Broadcast o Rec. only
138 ks Task Force Broadcast Rec. only
3300 ke Rear Link (Movements)

72.5 nc’ Y.H.P?. Ship-Shore Sinplox

6500 ke~  Task Force Command -
4150 Xxe = Admiral's Yave
2333 ko Minesveeping Yave
2068 ke Task Force Auxiliary
5000 ke Badar Reporting ¥avs
3400 ke Joint Force Broadcsast
26 ke Assault Force Auxiliary
4300 ke Bomdardment Calling
2800 ke Ship-Shore Administrative Beachmasters
4510 ke ShipeShore Administrative Beachzasters
27.6 ms  Boat Control M
25.0 mo Boat Control N
28.8 mc Boat Control M
29.0 ne Boat' Control MM
28.4% me Boat Control Common IN
29. 2 ne Boat Control Common I
2190 ke - Assanlt rorc. Cox=and
2600 ke Assault Torce: Voice .
460° ke’  Growp i‘ru.ntportc .
7200 . ke CGrouwp LST - LCI(L) , L
8360 ke = OGOroup 0=1 LCT (volcs) Rec. only
10290 ke Group 0=2 IC? (volce) " Ree. only
3916 ke TMret Army Command
1860 ke Y Corps - Tirst Arxy
Lk20

- ke Lateral to British .ery /
e
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& 2 Se Feo, No. 9, 336!5 Enlr combat Bn.

Ccmpany ;. lands BiZY hbu ocntects reoounuianoeolcmant movesn

leterslly to left slorg Ee:ch to 71 sesembly eres 637893 if

prectiosl, 4Alter note” steembly sres 702890

(1. In‘event laterxl movemst ls not pructicsl due tc enemy
aoticn on loft flunkz oompany will move inlend IToT EASY
R i¢ Personnel ITsneit eres wheve dispoestion will be
made to loft flazik By inlecnd route.

(2) in errivsl-et nesesbly srea Cowpsny wil be forssd into

. pecurity, Mine rewcvsl, snd Gen. Ensr Plstons. kach

plataon will pe bre.sen down’ into operutins aections cr

orews .-

‘fyﬁ; Séuuritﬁ }lntccu s6ts up 2=50 ul Mga Guns oo high eround to

loft of 3G €xit Fl. Cue secticn will be respomsible for unit

Initicl Adpr warning une &8 socon &8 pr“otlcel wiil set up and

oper:te lcud Haler Equipment.

(l) scourity Fiestcoun will eent twe gd’ reocnnaisance petrols
glong routes cudlinsd cn cverlay fo explore aree 87 .
LCNCRIBE LES TIQTEEY (ne mine rerovsl seotlicn wiil sce-
cepany 4he pstrol slony thecliff line. 1ibe signul tesm .
will lay" teleph(na wire behiad hetk-»= =i the lpleqco
petrel will e’ furmsired cne ralios, Sschn parol will
carry st lesst onu bazcoks. Patrols will conteot esch
cther st precdetermined pcint nesr BT HUNLRINE, .

{2) Security Flamtoa will rold 30 Oal X9 crewa in reserve -
tntll sufficiont infermzticn has becn grined to ecommit

- ther cn crder of ths Plstoon Commanlisr. :

l. lline remoyvel pletcoon will dlapstech one secticn with the
ehers line potrcl end huve ancther sectinn 1n recdiness to
move «ith' the inlend pstrol cn gall '

2, Mipe removel pletocu will utilize the naeenaary seticns

- to clecr To8d 7l inlinéd in thelesst puselidie. time, 1M
muet be regulsted ao thot the Cen Emsr Flvteon gen ocmplem
- rozd prior to Hfl2.

3, If prectiozl secticna cr the mine removal platoon will be
- sent inl:nd cn the first marked lsne to clear latersl rozd
82 and& latersl rosé b=%0 in the corpany cLohe &f Paspons
81bllity., AA Qun positions as shown on the eoverlay if nct
ccoupiod will be oclsured aftesp apptoval of the iA units cn

the boash.

=S
-

- 4, Cn couwpleticn cf nat.sned tunkn!oziona will oleor iuiw

pork, Bn Melntensnce eret and other rosds- of cumpany res-
. pcnsibility shown c¢cn he overlay,

- ihe @General bngr FPlztccn will secure the cowpany D7 snl one
8ddl ticnal D7 frcwm Besch Fo.X GHEEN, on ccuming eshors. It
will: be respcnsible fcr opbing the athuy wazon to the 82
ombly ares snd Lnuoudiz: tn,"railer.
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t (&) Ghis ‘section will lay wire scross the tesch ghingleas.
acon as preetiiosi and supervise and aaaiot the conatructicn
of rosd Fl to be eble tc cerry 120 vehicles per hour by Hfl2,

'(3) Make 'necessery errcngsment to proours additicnal wire, chese

' paling-and core metting frcm cezch FCX ORELU.

(4) Cn ocmpleticn of F1, ochtarme copstructicn of rosd net in

: '~ inltlel Duwp Arees &alcng rocds 80 to BSO

; 8+ Gompany ‘Ham will sed up GF, initially at 702850.

- (1) ®ill have phone oonnecticns tc patrols-opsreting imland. Will
set up and meintain eomplote operaticons ovelay,. compsany
-dournal, furnish one runmer to Bn, CP. will procure as scon
as poseible s roster of corpany perscnnel 1snded.and any inme .
formution availgble oonnerning-abnenttca. »1ll evelste and
-consolidate. ail EEY.

g, le Oporationn seotion will erect the left flank merker at the -
extreme left flank.of the workeble tezch, end erect the mede
1okl Bvaousticn marker when this point ie estsbishd. it
wil be respcnaiblefor erectine al eigne aml lights ss
reguired. The initial supply dump will dbe set up in the
inland position.or order of the Cée prior to ‘DL, Kitehen
personnei will prepare to nupply at loa-t 2 hot meals per day.
- gowsmeing . DFd.

3, (1) saoh H.Gs will be protoctod by rlflamen and at leﬂst one

N“Ok&o

420 Fox holes will bedug neer all uorkins .1ts. gun poaitionn
‘and blvouso arezs.

{a) Camouflsge, ~lackout Alscipline. s.v.r.

(&) Pispersion at ell times wlll be muintained.
{5) Gsm BagFS wIill O& WOrmM EL wiitimeesr— — —--
{6} Losal mecurity will be aaintaind by eaoh aediticn or . grcup
- swhether working or not. -

{7) Booby traps inoluding tine denaea may be proue.ent in log-

{02l plaees, tuildings crchards, paths, and hedges. Resiriot

[

- mcvement unless essentisl.
(8) Passyord and reply wil be used,
4. &s Ea‘h individuel lande with 1 D end 1 K thion.
'_5,. Eeoh individus) lands with full c:ntesn § z2llcn allowence
. will be oxrried. Later to te obtained rrcm no scurce exgept’
- approvod‘D-P. ,
E!-l. o
. Conditions of existing roads & bridgss.
ba.Laoatian.ot road mterials.
0. Logation and qusntity of water points.
G« T08340le divouag areag,
e+ Exaaly looaticn of mine flelds; status of remove...
f. Location and extent of sll cbstecles end defensive works.
(1) Estimate of work to be dcre. _
g. Use of zg=8 by enomy-gau ccntrrinsted arems,
he Enemy £ir .ctivity.
i+ Rerorts cof unoxploded ahele or bombs.:‘

L.J JJOTHSPEICH .
o~ nt ) CT

,OFFICY., L1

T%J JOHTPBEICH

Capt Coe






DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON, DC 20350-2000 .
S N REPLY REFER TQ

5758 :
Ser 09BH/AR 504315
| : . SR : 15 FEB. 1989
Mr. Joseph G. Backes ' . : - #Sclp -2-25-FY
__336th_Enq1n§er,Combat Battallon Assoc1at10n - ~

v Dear'M}. Backes:

This replies to your letter of January 27, concernlng Captain Larry J.
Lothspeich on Fox Red Beach during the Normandy Invasion.

After extensive reading and reviewing of Admiral Kirk's papers, message
'trafflc, action reports as well as published materlal, we believe that
the person that Captain Lothspeich spoke to was not Admiral Kirk but the
flotilla commander of the LCT or LCI flotllla assigned to land troops and
supplies on the FOX beaches. We enclose a message from Admiral Kirk (CTF
122) to Admiral Hall (CTF 124), who was in charge of the landings~ at
Omaha Beach, that shows Admiral Kirk's concern for the slow unloading on
the beaches. Adm1ra1 Hall probably passed this concern along to his
subordinates. We are also including a message from Admiral Hall to
Admiral Kirk reporting on the unloading in the late afternoon of June 7,
1944. Additionally, we ‘are also enclosing extracts from Admiral Hall's

report that spec1f1cally mentions Fox Red beach as well as the unloading
problem. Published sources that may be of interest are Samuel Eliot

Morison's The Invasion of France and Germany, 1944--1945 which is Volume
XI of his fifteen-volume. glstorz of United States Naval Qgegatlons in
World war II, and G. A. Harrison's g;oss Channel Attack, whlch is part
of the monumental serles U.S, A; my 1n World War II.

Captain Lothspelch's m111tary service durlng World war iI is noted with
great appreciation and I hope that this information will be helpful to
your group and especially Captain Larry Lothspeich.

.A.a—\,s
G. C. WILEEN

Enclosures ' ASSISTANT VICE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIUNS
(Acting)









FROM CTF 122
T0 CTF 124 b
gemse VisiaL ~ - RoUTINE

- FROM PcRSONAL OBSERVATIOH RATE OF UNLOADlt , OVER BEACHES IS SLOW X

 ENEMY AGTIOH MUST BE EXPECTED AND RISKS ACCEPTED X MAKE EVERY F_FFORT
- TO EXPEDITE LCADING X

skl P79 B oD 1:72/47
o ADMIRAL |
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uumn/ns-s ELEVENTH AMPHIB!OUS FORCE
Sexial? 00876 -
LRCEE® . . . i 27 July 194%,
From: Commander Lua.nlt Yorce "0%.
. (Commander Kleventh Anphitous Force).
o ¢ Comzander {n Chief, United States FPleet.
Yia ¢ Comxander lutm !cval Task Yoroe.
_hbjict,t Action hport - Lumlt on VIERTILLR-COLLEVILLE
- - Seecter, coact ot KBDUIDY,

i Reference! (a) Art. T2 n.nd m(s) U.S. Navy Regulations 1920.
. (v) Xavy untunt Bulletin of 31 Decembder 1343,
: pages 257 - 260. -

1. A_ ~ This rcpo.rt is d.ividod into six pu'tl as tollon:-

- Pu't I—NARBATIVE or THE LC‘!IOI.

.- Part I1-—-CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS.

~ Part III--PERFORMANCE OF ORDNANCES MATERTAL AND

' BQUIPMEN?, INCLUDING AMMUNITION EXTFENDITUES.
Part IV——RESUNS OF BATTLE DAMAGE (LOSSIS).
Part Y-——COMNENTS AND RECOMMSNDATIONS,
Part V1-—PERSONNEL FXRJOEMANCE AND CASUALTIES.

2. !‘h; Operation Order of Commander Assault Force %07,
(Operation Order Number BB-Ul}), 1s not inclnded in this report.
Copiss have already bdeen tu'rn.hpod addressees.

3. | Recommendations for avards are in separste oorres-
pondence. - . ‘ .
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ACTION REPORT
ASS.AULT ON_VIERVILIE-COLLEVILIE SECTCR
o COAST CF NORMANDY

PART I
NARRATIVE OF THE ACTION

1. ‘I'he assault on the V]ERJILIE-COLILV’ILIE Sector of the
NCRMAIDY Beaches was pert of a joint British—American operation, the
purpose of which was to’ secure a lodgement on. the Continent from which
to develop further offensive operations. This in turn, was a part of
a large. s+ratpgic plan to bring about the total defeat of Germany by
means of assaults upon German-occupied Europe from the UNITED KINGDQW,
the MEDITERRANEAN, and RUSSIAL" The joint attack was launched in two
adjacen‘b areas in the BAY OF THE SEINE. Simultaneous assaults were
made by the Eastern Naval Task Force (British and Canadian), composed
of ‘Assault Forces "S", "J", and "G", and follow-up Force "L"; and by
the Vlestern Naval 'I‘aslf Force (U.S.), composed of Assault Forces "On,

and "U", and follow-up Force "B™., The boundary line between the Britmh
and U. S. Forces started at the root of PORT EN BESSIN Western Breakvwater,
thence 025° true to Meridian 0° 40' West, thence. northward along this
meridian to latitude 492 40' North., Assault Force."O" attacked enemy
beaches in the VIERVILIE-COLIEVILIE Area while Assault Force "UM attacked
beaches in the MADEIEINE Area, Force "B", landed over the same beaches
as Force "O" under the direction of the Comna.nder, Force "O" .

= 2. _ The entire operation was commanded by the Supreme Comander,
Allied Expeditionary Force, General D, D. EISENHONER U.S.A. Under

him were three officers, each acting as the Commardes-ih-Chief of his
respective arm.: Thelr command was exercised Jointly. They were:-

Naval - Allied Naval Commander-in-Chief

. Expeditionary Force --
“ Admiral Sir Bertram H. RAMSEY, RN.

Army -~ Commander-in-Chief,
21st Army Group --
Generel Sir Bernard L. MONTGOLERY, RA.

Air  -- Commander-in-Chief,
Allied Expeditionary Air Force -=-
Sir Trafford IEIGH-MALLCFI RAF.

Under the A_'Llied Naval Commander-in-Chief were the Commanders of the _
Eastern Naval Task Force, and the Western Naval Task Force, respectively.
The Western Naval Task Force was comnanded by Rear Admiral KIRK, BN, =
..under whom were Assault Force "O" commanded by Rear Admiral HALL USH, _—
Assault Force "U" by Rear Admiral MOON, USN; and follow-up Force "B" by
Commodore EDGAR USN. A .
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Instill Dzscmhne,
Install the Military

~ Do any of these educators and, the

other. “champxons of the poor™’ realiy’

_want,to ‘give these’ Hartford kids an
educauon

”Famngs but No Solu--

__tiensfor Haniord Schools,” Jan. 31)

Would all these great thinkers from.

"all wese bureaus and all their law-
vers really like to have the ghetio
dwellers with the ability to read and
write and calculate well (or almost as
well} as their more afﬂuem suburban
coumerparts” '

Would you like to see these mner—
city school students become real stu-
dents who would behave- themselves

and who would stop breakmg the win--

dows, wrecking ‘the bathrooms and

scrxbbhng graffiui on the wall? And

while we're at it, wouild vou like to sec
them stop doing and Dushmg drugs?

You can do jt without hxrmg one
more sociologist: without buving one
more mece of audiovisual equipment.

All vou have to put in those schoois
is two things: discipime and peace. In
that order.

During the Korean War, | had a
chance 10 see what the Army did with
the raw material the draft board seni.
} waichéd 8 buck sergeant with two

vears of teachers coliege irom somé s

unknown Mississippi school take
gang of recruils who were nommv
more than Neanderthal:
months. he and the other non coms
tanght these peon’n "how 10° reac.
wriite, snave and bathe. They learned
how to take care of thewr Weanon:.
lnE\ )earn°c what 3 bank ﬂeCh was .
Ihev iearned how 10 unaersiand a bu:
Limetabis. :
Even the students.who want 10
learn in these schoois can't, How can
vou think about aigebra when vou
know that a coupie of guvs in the bach
of the room are going to be waiting
for wou after school with Knives or
guns for the sheer jov of it?
I \ou can have scnoo}s with disc:
pline in them, vou don't need any
more man jour wal‘s eiecmcu\
jaihrogms, a cafetvrxa and blacL
oards. 1f they were 1o establis
chools like that in these sium oz-‘
ricts thev would be rowers of ligh:
r the rest of the np:ahoorhood:
What vou need is d:scipihe an:
:ace so that the [eacney's cun [e""'
e don't need samnis. Wwe don't ne
sdicated’ tezcners. Ve neeg nei
s with the same compeiency o5 .
my sergeant. :

In- six C-

" underciass to work on.

4 f
/{/ﬁ"if

Il tell vou how vou get 1hal gdisci-
pline and beace, Our Govemmem

" made a pacl sthen we deczded 1o wrn

the mxmarvm:o something the nation
could. rely Bn. We swore 10 & lot of
men and Woler, that we'd train them. |
We'd give them jobs that thev could
enjoy thh pride. We'd give them &
living wage and a career. The only
hitch is that they might have 1o ge:
shot at oncen a while. Now. ajter we
broke our Promise and qumped sev-
eral hundred thousand of those men |
and womer; tne newspapers are de-
bating sendmg a division t0°Bosnia.
~ We've gota war 1o fight right ner:
1 sav we should keep ‘those soidier:
and stanon- some of them in ouw:
schools and some of them In vanous
h:gh-traffxc areas around the 10Wn="
and cities.. °

And piease don't give me that balo-
ney about mamal law. 1 remember

what the decent nlacx residents in
Los Angeles saxd ‘wheri the National
Guard started m Dull oul._Th°v said
that this was-the only time they've

had peace.

-A squad ﬂT:TWOJDf first-rate Ameri- ‘

can so)dxers or saxlors or. marines in

-any_high school wouid cause an in-

stant. Lransmrmauon. Some> kids

waulo learn, [hevd get a fxzmmJ
chance 10 become decem citizens and

the white 1armue< and the black iam-
mbs would siop vanking their kics out
of schools ~ mamcu}axl\* i they
LhOU ht their children weren't in gan-

aer of bamng kiiled’ OF mamed any-
more. 11 would cut the educational

“budger. It wcum cul nundreas of bii-

hons of doliars in crime Josses. It
would throttle down the drug trade.
The onlv losers would De the sociz!
engineers who so desperateiy nzed an
THOMAS WHITEHEAD

New Canaan
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( - Good Old Days
Gone By..
- Edifor:

How many of you people
remember when all' the

™/ small towns in Vermont

" were run by a handful of

" good reliable people. Most -
of them farmers or someone

- with a business. The towns

had three selectmen, three -

: school directors, .a town
clerk and treasurer, Some-
_times the town clerk held
three jobs—town clerk,
treasurer and tax collector.
Most worked for no pay.
There was also a road com-
- missioner and an overseer of
the poor, who would check
. 6n-the sick and injured.

After several years some-
one got the big idea that we
should have five selectmen
and five members on the
school board. That was
when things started going
the wrong way!

Now I will tell you a lit-
e story that took place way
back.in 1932, my second

P
lown meeting in North
Fayston. The town had a
covered bridge that needed a
new floor. The cost was
$350. Al McCullough was,
the town representative at,
that time. In those days ev-:
ery town had their own rep-
resentative, -

Al McCullough got up
to explain how the town
could get state aid for bridge
repairs,” road maintenance
and also money for _they
schools. -

- Acess (sp) Corliss stood

up and said, "Al, you know}

damn well as soon-as the
towns start getting money
from the State -for roads,
bridges and schools, it won't
be long before the State will
tell you how to run the!
towns and our schools.”
How right he was! With--

" out a doubt, he never did geti

e e .

much schooling. In thes
days most of the yomz s’
only went to schoolia &
winter term. Howewr, &
still had a lot of comm

. sense in his old head. -

-After the 1927 hnd
there were many m
washed out. It lock s
sands of yards of grawel&
repair work. At thaie
every town in the'Sgr
could go into the rivesi
take as much graeix
needed, of course, her.
a fee of five or mm
yard for it.

The Waitsfield M
Club has a fine recik
field. At the southzslf
the field where theile
makes a real sharp tmad

river's bed is filled g
or six feet deep wnhﬂ

Now if we shoulds
good old Vermoal s
with five or six &
snow, a good thawik
plenty of rain, it =3
goodbye for the rec B
little league dugousi
that °OOd fence mm& .
ball ﬁcld. .

The state water
board will let us &=t -
only 50 yards_of gralit
year for five yeasf®x -
someone better poigl -
‘hard pressure on sF®
and get that gravel ki
out of there pretgd
soon. This is justgi:
case of the Stare¥E
people what they ¥
what they cannot da

Let's go back loded
old days gone by..

—chrhna LG

e
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Armament

If FDR hadn’t made his suggestion, 1,437 mortta
(and a woman) might not have survived Normad

By Truman R. Strobridge

n June 5, 1944, the’
largest armada ever as-
sembled—almost . 5,000
ships—was on its way with
more than 500,000 Allied
soldiers. The next morning,
the most famous of all D-
days, the assault auops land-
ed on the heavily fortified
beaches of Normandy. In the
weeks following,” millions
more men would be ferried
across the English €hannel
to reinforce those brave souls
who first had seized- 'and
mainrained a beachhead on
the. European contnent.
Lost to view among so
many vessels of all concejv-
able rype were the 60 small
wooden cutters of the U.S.
Coast Guard Rescue Flotilla
One, a unique humanitarian
organization given the sole’

submarinegridt .
earned thetifne
of “sub-beelirfam
convergmgmﬁmﬁ
in the Ne&ii
Here, the =
aboard fasm&
“rushed acrarelli
Upon hesasiigi
ish ports,Eie -
Guardsma%
cally to comemex
83-footers it
Bricish ol
been on dﬂﬂm

mission of saving lives dur-

ing the invasion.- “It never

occurred to me,’ one of those stalled blostee

saved remembered, “thar the iron @S

people who had shlps sunk more sericpie

under them during the enor- 22 ; They wisigie.

mous amphibious operation  As Amencan troops board landmg c-raft for the commg invasion and all i

which secured the first of Normandy, almost losz in the background are the small but not  had to impitee

beachheads on the coast of insignificans cuezers of ULS. Coasr Cuard Rescue Flotilla One.  equipmentiiee
assigned e

France would be specially
provided for—until it happened to me.”
The war correspondents, some of them
also rescued by the 83-footers, fondly
called them the “matchbox fleet”” And
these marchboxes saved 1,438 par-
ticipants of the largest Allied amphibi-
ous landing of World War IL. The small
patrol craft ran the gauntlet of deadly
shore batteries, strafing by airplanes,
thickly screwn mine fields, naval gunfire
and sometimes even friendly fire in their
endless race to the aid of persons in dis-
tress. They took them aboard until che
83-footers almost swamped, carried the
survivors to larger ships, and then
returned to search for more:

The most likely dangers to the inva-
sion fleet consisted of storms, subma-
rines, “E” boats (fast torpedo boats), the
Luftwaffe enemy mine ﬁelds and under-
water obstacles. Slnce this large invasion

10

force had to operate on an intricate
schedule, not one of the thousands of
ships participating could afford to stop
and pick up survivors.

Most of the Allied invasion planners
had overlooked the idea of forming a res-
cue flodlla, despite the need being so self-
evident in rerrospect. To President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt belongs the credit for
creating it. An enthusiastic yachtsman
undl crippled by polio and assistant
secretary of the Navy during World War
I, he knew from personal experience of
the skills of U.S, Coast Guardsmen in
handling their small craft. Just a few
weeks prior o D-day, he suggested the
provision of special rescue ships for the
great armada.

Urgent secret crders went ourt to U.S,
Coast Guzrd units from Maine to Cuba.
Scores of 83-footers abandoned anti-

rived only 60 hourszile
mandy assault.

The U.S. Coast Gaiimig
first-aid instructions sl
minus one, any one diiie
broken bone, apply =i
give artificial respirzziie:
meanwhile, had famziiie
with the complicatedilie

Being powered by caie
cutters had large fusiili
that held several difit
high-test fuel. Even a 8

let could pierce the walliE
fuel tanks, rurning dElE
a blazing inferno.

The rescue cuc*a&
amount of Californililé

revwlrg the spirits @

vivors. "It was p




e TETR WETED STATES
BICENTENNIAL MEMORIAL MEDAL S

You are eligible to receive and may purchase the Bicentenniz! Memorial Medal if vou were in one of
the seven-American uniformed serices—either Regular, Reserve or National Guard—retired or discharged
" from one of these on or before Julv 4, 1976. This medal, struck 1o commemorate those soldiers, sailors
and militiamen of two hundred years ago, is in pewter. our colonial metal, with a raised face of “'The
Spirit of Seventy Six"'; while the reverse has a militiaman in semi-relief. The medal ribbon is of equal
widths of our nanonal colors—red. white and blue. -
This compler,e presentation qualiry set includes a full-sized ribbon with at-
tached medal, a miniature ribbon and medal, and a ribbon bar. 1ogether with
an award certificate. To qualify for the purchase of this set, simply mail a

N copy of your DD214, your discharge. or some other evidence to indicate your
service on July 4, 1976, or your retirement or discharge prior to that date,

together with your check or money order for $54.00 10:
The Bicentennial Memorial Medal Associadon
130 East Main St. © No. 1776-WW ® Medford, OR 97501
. Please allow four weeks jor delivery
- ¢ Army * Navy  Marines ¢ Air Force ¢ Coast Gnard ¢ Pnbl.chu.thSemce :
¢ National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Not currentiy authorized for uniform wear.

\ ¥ OR VICT "

Hosted by ERIC SEVAREID and EDWIN NEWAN

. . truly stunning. .

“World War II comes into sharp focus...”
The Washington Post

... lets you see the face of war in gritty detail.”
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Btllboard Megazine

Relive the storie_s- that riveted America
during World War II.

From Pear]l Harbor to V.J. Day, V for Victory captures the drama of the
Second World War as millions of Americans experienced it at the time.

In original newsreel stories, V for Victory presents World War II's most
momentous events and prominent personalities. The conflict’s leaders and
soldiers, crucial campaigns and battles, and the important war at home
come to life in this unique chronicle of global war,

Avallable at Brentano’s and select Waldenbooks locations,
or call (800) 993-0212
Each $19 95, or Vfor V:ctory set—$l79 50—save 520

_Armames

Conrinued jrem pop&
ounce bortles,” rememberedimfinfla
commander, Lt. Cmd. Bmader
Stewart, US. Coast Guadfserve
(USCGR), ‘and when diviliimong
the 60 boats of the ﬂonll:a, theivl the
spirited tation for each crait mmmeiv-
ably less than the proverbisl aizssiad -
by the Saint Bernards of theSisgas-
es, Needless to say, th:s:bﬁmmf

diring the first few hou:s&yi"
.The skippers gave preiuicirief.
ings the mght before the assfirdng. -
The one given by Lt j.z. Repmd M
Roenbloom, Jr., USCGR, commitrol
Rescue Curter 16, prohsblyarmical
of the others. “We're goingaEmbs
callous,” he told his men. Theamre=
sels could not take on bozieser-

When fwe get a load] hemomd,
“we're ‘going to have w m o
matter how many men m
but ‘as soon as we unlmd

of boys on a larger sh:p,*m
for another”

_The invasion plans callsdfr-
lat o be divided equally, vweHim=!
to the Brirish and Canafsifz
the American beaches.

. Since the offshore dangergtiesr-
pected to be the hneup ek =
transports, the majority dimens-
ters remained close w0 thexgbxiy
five positioned betwezniiéipis
and the American beachinier
the amphibious landing seas
demonstrated the falsenmsifive
sumption. The Germe ik
chine guns, mortars anf smle
created havoc among themmmll
craft, LCTs (Landing Ctimd
LCILjs (Landing Crk, ded

during their runs ro thebaiial
sides, the U.S. Coast Gaiitss

swimmers floundering azfied
oil slicks. The five closeinmmers

were soon frantically callingdigs

and before long most i

had venrured in close wililes

- The distinction of makigis

cue belongs to Ensign Begiis

USCG, skipper of Coasifit=

1 (CGC-1). It took placesiie=

after H-hour and less ¢uils

from the German guns. 242
was runmng, and the mg
cold.. Most of the surm
weakened by both immessir
that the crewmembers hadige
s1dc and help them cmw

14
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TRENCHES ALONG THE BLUFF EDGE ccere the main Germa

defenses between strongpoints guarding draws.

These trenches, leas

ing from dugouts to firing positions, overlooked Easy Red Beach e
of E-1 draww. Such systems usually included machine-gun positior

Omaha Beach lay in the 53-mile sector
reportedly held by the 716th Infantry Divi-
si0i, extending from the Orne River to the
Vire Estuary (Map No. I). This was a

- defensive division, estimated ar two regi-
ments, two or three artillery battalions, and

other small divisional units. Non-German
clements in che division were estimated to
be as high as 50 percent, mostly Poles or
Russians, and morale was thought to be
poor. The 726th Iufaunrry Regimenr was re-
sponsible for the coast defenses from west
of Grandcamp to a point three miles east
of Port-en-Bessin. According to the in-
relligence available, defending troops in

. the Omaha Beach strongpoints amounted to

about a reinforced bartalion, some 800 to

1,000 troops, most of them needed to man

26

che beach defenses. Local reserves of tt
716th Division were estimated at three ba
talions, two of these near enough to tl
Omaha assault area to reach it in two
three hours. Counterattacks by these uni
were not regarded as likely to be effect
against penetrations of the beach defens:
and major counterattacks would depend
the arrival of mobile reserves. The near
of these to the Omaha area, and the ms
likely to be committed there was the 3:
Infantry Division, reported as stationed
the St-Lo6—Caumont area some 20 miles
land. Commanded by Lt. Gen. Heinz H
mich, this was an offensive division of &
quality, with a core of veterans experien
in fighting on the Russian front. and »
expected to furnish most of the opposit
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cases the warter was neck deep. Under fire
as thev came within a quarter-mile of the
shore, the infantry met their worst expe-
riences of the dav and suffered their heaviest
casualties just after touchdown. Small-
arms fire, mortars, and arcillery concentrated
on the landing area, but the worst hazard
was produced by converging fires from auto-
matic weapons. Survivors from some craft
report hearing the fire beat on the ramps
before thev were lowered, and then seeing
the hail of bullets whip the surf just in front
of the lowered ramps. Some men dove under
water or went over the sides to escape the
beaten zone of the machine guns. Stiff,

weakened from seasickness, and often heav-
ilv loaded, the debarking troops had litdl:
chance of moving iast in water thar wwas
knee deep or higher, and their progress was
made more difficult by uneven footing in
the runnels crossing the tdal flac. Many
men were exhausted before thev reached
shore, where thev faced 200 vards o1 more
of open sand 1o cross before reaching cover
at the sea wall or shingle bank. Most men
who reached that cover made it by walking,
and under increasing enemy fire. Troops
who stopped to organize. rest, or take shelter
behind obstacles or tanks merely prolonged
their difficulties and suffered heavier losses.

ASSAULT LANDING. This LCI'P has rroundeq fome distaics
out. and the men are wading towward the long strewch of open sanés.
A tank (No. 9. from Company A. 71st Tank Battalion ix on 1
edge of the tidal flat just ahead, on beach sector Easy Red.  These
troops are belieced to be members of the 15t Bauwalion. I6th Tutantrs,
landing about 0730, when the tide was through the lozcer obsiacles.




-west, near Pointe de la Percée.

SMORE FROMN GRASS TIRLES obscurcd the blufis on several

sectors, notaoix Dog Red,

shocen kere.  The smoke is still oisible

cchen this picture was taken, about 1600. LCT 207, carrying the
sell-propelled guns of 581h Armored Field Artillery Battalion, was

finaily able 10 make shore after an attempt at 0800 had fazled _

Obstacles on this part of Omaha were sull intact that afternoon,

There were forrunate exceptions to this
general picture.
bluff west of les Moulins draw were obscured
in heavy smoke from grass fires, apparently
started by naval shells or rockets. - Blank-
eted by this smoke, enemy guns and emplace-
ments were unable to deliver effective fire
on that end of Dog Beach, and units landing
there were comparatively unscathed. At
other places, what would seem to be an
occasional “‘blind spot’” in the enemy fire
pattern let a craft get men ashore with few
losses. Inthe main, the first wave was hard
hic. '

Perhaps the worst area on thc beach was
Dog Green, diréctly in front of strongpoints
guarding the Vierville draw and under
heavy flanking fire from emplacements to the
Company :
of the 116th was due to land on this secror
with Company C_of the 2d Rangers on its

Several hundred yards of -

right flank, and both units came in on their
targets. One of the six LCA's carrying
Company A foundered about a thousand
vards off shore, and passing Rangers saw men
jumping overboard and being dragged down
by their loads. At H-4-6 minutes the re-
maining craft grounded in water 4 to 6 feet

deep, abour 30 vards short of the ourward

band of obstacles. Starting off the craft in
three files, center file first and the flank files
peeling right and lefr, the men were en-
veloped in accurate and. intense fire from
automatic weapons. Order was quickly
lost as the troops attempted to dive under

water or dropped over the sides into surf over:

their heads. Morrar fire scored four direct

hits on one LCA, which ‘‘disintegrared.’
Casualties were suffered all the way to the
sand, but when the survivors gort there, some
tfound they could not hold and came back
_\\'hilc:orhcrsv took " .

into the warter for cover.
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AEN FROM WRECKED LANDING CRATT are being rescucd
by life lines carricd out 10 them from the beach. Medical corps per-
sonnel performed manx acts of heroism, working under fire to bring
up the wounded men lejt on the 11dal flat and threatened by rising tide.
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" HIGH-TIDE LANDINGS" weie hindered by the beach obstacles.
LCI (L) 83, carrying combat engineers, approached Fox Green at
0830, was unable 10 get in, and debarked 72 men on LCVP’s. An

, arzzlltry hit on the port bulwar/e.r caused 16 casualties.

Finally

beaching at 1116, the craft was further damaged on one side by a mine
but all pe(.ronn;l'figbarkfd and the LCI was floated off that night.

shore, with craft of all descriptions maneu-
vering in every direction. The 2d Bat-
talion began landing just west of E-1 shortly
afrer 1000. As they neared shore, troops of
the 18th had no 1mpression that any progress
had been made from the beach: ‘*The beach
shingle was full of tractors, tanks, vehicles,
bulldozers, and troops—the high ground was
still held by Germans who had all troops
on the beach pinned down—the beach was
still under heavy fire from enemy small.arms,

mortars, and artillery.”” The" :ugderwatcr
obstacles caused ' grear difficulties, even
though a narrow gap had been cleared near
E-1; the Navy report for the transport group.
carrving the 18th Infantry lists 22 LCVP's,

2LCI(L)'sand 4 LCT s as lost at the bcach

nearly all from being staved in by log ramps
or hitting mines. Nevertheless, personnel
losses in the 18th Infantry were light.

On the right of E-1, the 2d Bartalion
found an enemy pillbox stll in action.
Fire from a tank supported the infantry in 2
first attempt, but the atrack was stalled
until naval fire was laid on. The NSFCP
contacted a destroyer about 1,000 yards off
shore and coordinated its action with the
infantry assault. The affair was very nicely
timed; the destroyers’ guns, firing only a
few yards over the crowded beach, got on
the target at about the fourth round and the

~ pillbox surrendered. Twenty Germans werc
“taken prisoners.

Thus, at about 1130, the

last enemy defenses in front of E-1 draw
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guessing as to location of the German guns.,
Nevertheless, che un,mc_u's were able to
make steady progress | in"their vital rask of
(lg.nnu; and m;,uu/lu.(_, the beach for move-
As the tide lc)\\'uul. the rent-
nants of the demolition tearms. wene to wark
derin on the evoosed  olsicles,

FPANDINGS WERE DELANED and 1o the afternoou the approadch

to the beach seas crmeded <eith craft ceaiiing tv come in as the coecodin-

tide wncovered obstacles. A rhino-ferry. with cranes aboard. has
came in wear same drocencd-out trucks.  Les Mowling (D-3) wr right.

“marked, and an estimated 35 pereent of the
obstacles. on the beach had been cleared.
‘Along the heach™ tlat, wnits of the Engincer
-Special-Brigade Group ware making gaps in

the embankment, clearing mineliclds, and

doing what they could 1o gee ar the exis,

Mare wof their onits and cquipment were

unit began dlﬂlcult juurney to reach F-d
exit.  Encmy 'unlluy tretharassed it all the

way, especially "in frone ol D-3 and 153

draaws, - A E-3 shelling was so heavy that

PHCH ACET SCnl across t ll(' l.'\"\().\'L‘d dret in I ies,

When aboue hall Iad crossed, o dozer ac
work nen e shivele wac b and bincedd
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The primary condition for improvement
on the beach was to get vehicles starred
inland, thus relieving congestion and per-
mirtting further landings. This became pos-
sible after the fire of destroyers and the
advance of the 18th Infantry had cleared up
the last enemy resistance at E-1 draw. Gaps
had already been cut through the embank-
ment, and the engineers of the 1st, 37th, and
149th Bartralions were ready to exploit the
advantage. Between 1200 and 1300, dozers
under fire from snipers cut a road up the
western slope of the draw toward St-Laurent,
and the movement of vehicles began almost
at once. Landings were resumed on Easy
Red and Easy Green, the first group of pre-
loaded dukws coming in by 1400. Enemy
artillery lacked observation on the E-1 draw,

fortunately for the heavy traffic now start-
ing. By 1500 new trouble loomed; the vehi-
cles coming up on the plateau found them-
selves unable to get far toward St-Laurent
because of continued enemy resistance in
that village. For a time all movement
was stopped. Vehicles jammed bumper to
bumper all the way up the exit road, but by
1600, engineers had pushed a branch road
south off the planned route toward the
coastal highway. Vehicles were hastily
shunted off this track into the adjoining
fields, and movement continued for the rest
of the day. At 1700, all remaining tanks of
the 741st Tank Battalion were ordered inland
via this exit, and four of them later took
part in the unsuccessful attempt to clean out
St-Laurent before dark.

BREACHES IN THE SHINGLE EMBANKNMENT were opened
by bulldozers 1n the afternoon, permitting vehicles to reach the fla.
This scene (Easy Red) taken some days later, shows ships unloading
at the high-water line, where they were floated off at next high tide.
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